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When | researched apparent public library closures,
first as reported in the 2008 and 2009 IMLS tables
(Cites & InsightdApril 2012° * r f c | &ugr
assistance) for 1998 through 200Cjtes & Insights
May 2019, | was pleased to find thavery few pub-
lic libraries actually cbsed and stayed closed.

But | was nervous about FY2010, which for
most of the country should have been the year that
the recession hit the hardest (in terms of tax rev
nue and other issues). Would there be a wave of
public library closures in FY2010?

The Institute for Museum and Library Studies
(IMLS) released the FY2010 public library databases
lc_p rfc clb md Hsjw 0./
answer isNo. In all, eight libraries (not branches)
and agencies reported closure (and one reported
temporaly closure), while there were 18 new libra
ies and agenciég and eleven libraries and agencies
not previously reported.

What about the eight closed libraries and age
agcq= Fcpc©Oq osgai |
was able to find in cursory research.
Mattawamkeag Public Library, Mattawamkeag,
Maine
This library had a service area population of 790 in
FY2009® but it did not report statistics for that
year. Imputed circulation was only 208. No further
information found.

Sargentville Library Association,dg&vick, Maine
In FY2009, this library potentially served 1,021
people® but was only open 100 hours (two hours
per week) and showed a total circulation of 50. It
has an active website, currently showing four hours
per week summer hourdts status isunclear.

mmi

Faribault County LibraryBlue Earth, Minnesota
This library system served 7,844 people in FY2009
with 1,504 open hours and 7,875 circulation. In this
case, the system actually served smaller community
dqr_rgml j g p_pgcqg« adgnb
library building of its own, which turns out to vb-
late Minnesota law. While the county library has
closed, nobody (apparently) lost library service: The
fcoundygliprary budget is@gqw used so that the city
libraries can provide materials and staffinfpr the
gk _jjcp ar_rgml | gefectvegcq,
closure her® no library outlets actually closed.

Flasher Public Libraryrlasher, North Dakota

Flasher Public Library served 285 people in FY2009

and circulated 6,727 items in 416 open hours. {&d

staff at the time was 0.2FT&that is, 8 hours per

week. The 2010 census shows 235 people in Rlas

er. This may be a case where the community could

no longer afford even partime staff.

Ruskircsubiic I[]it%racry,—Fgu%%, NeBtaska- W ' f -7

This library potentially seved 195 people in
FY200% but reported no paid staff, although it ci
culated 1,861 items in 260 open hours. The pojaul
tion is down to 123 in the 2010 census. No further
information.
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Stark Public Library, Stark, New Hampshire

In FY2009, this library potentially served 516 people

and was open nearly 1,000 hougsbut reported no
circulation and had no paid staff. This may be amet

er case where a volunteeun library or readingroom
ggknjw bmcgl ©r os_jgdw dmp
Berks County Public Libraries, Leesport,
Pennsylvania

In 2009, this system served 39,430 people and- ci
asj_rcb 3.*331 grckq gl
tive website for Berks County Public Libraries that

2*

Cites & Insights

Septembe012 1


http://citesandinsights.info/civ12i3.pdf
http://citesandinsights.info/civ12i4.pdf
http://citesandinsights.info/civ12i4.pdf

gl bga_rcqg rf_r gr®©q _rqgwqgrck md Q\Jgntdsbcncl bclr jg p
ies. Looking more closely, the 2009 figures are for

two bookmobiles. Budget cuts eliminated those ? dcu grckqg ml rfc qggel gdga
bookmobiles, presumably also eliminating separate Plogging

reporting for the county system. Expertise, authorship, agdd UA& U EUE 0
Jefferson County Lihsa Beaumont, Texas Rf _r ©q Af ogMay g5l 20108'g> 8 36 0 %E U
This system served 33,628 people and had 42,463 LIS Ra?th c©q amkkclrgle ml 2@
circulation in 1,064 hours in FY2009. In this case, 9 p@d May 4% 2040 post w # pct cpc «

an August 13, 2010 stonyin Library Journakpells it~ Effect Measure

msr, Rfc amslrw jg p_pw* a The lgtigrplegasby epg or morepgople. gy
gl ig p_pw« _1Ib *mmi k nf' R der spegl B:ally ceus tgd qng}thesppséqalg m
porated areas of the county (Beaumont has its own Our self—descnptlon in the masthead5| exactly co-

ig p_pw gwgrck'* u_q aj Mgt lo emgew,sfglme@trﬁrn{glsg informafiong qLcmrr f e

ams|l rw amsj bl @000 badgem e rhptdherewps_— k _qrfc_b r i _ G am
story says interlocal agreements might allowreo ~ What Revere had to say is interesting:
tinued library service to those who live outside city Rfc 2npm jck« md rfc igbclrgryv
limits. (Beaumont sells norresident library cards at ously substantive issue that interests us. One of the
$25 or $40 per year.) rfgleqg _r ggqsc fcpc gg rfc
i.e., what does it mean to be an author. Revere if di
Summing Up ferent than most reporters or journalists as we are
our own publishers and our own editors. No one
Yes, money issues did result in some closuregdn stands between the words we draft and the words
ly affecting very small communities and people in you read. Newspapers have editors and publishers

unincorporated areas of counties. Effectively, there =~ Who to some extent interpose themselves in that

were seven actual library/bookmobile closures (or ~ SPace. Even great authors have editors whom they
conversions to volunteer status) and one purely  thank effusively in the acknowledgements of their
administrative change. Nontrivial losses, especially ~ 20°KS (if the author is honest and generous). Taten

for the rural areas of Jefferson County and possibly ed edtog bml ©r hsgr amnws cbgr, |

Berks C b fol tions about what to put in, what to take out, what
erks County, but not a wave of closures. order to put things in and whether the book or art

cle should go to press at all. And having been inte

WOI’dS viewed more times than | can count by journalists
- - and reportes both both good and bad and oo
Th | n kl ng AbO Ut plained on more than one occasion about significant

- omissions that changed the meaning of what | said,
B|Ogg | ng, Part 1 at least half the time the blame is deflected onto the

pcnmprcp®©g @cbgrmp, « * msr f _
Blogging has been largely absent froBites & In- ly believeit. But there is no editor here. The reveres
sightssince January 2011 and the flameout of my or revere vyrites what he/shc_a/it/they want to write.
liblogging serie® and the last major article about No permissions needed ang it all goes up as soon as
blogging in general was in April 2010. (There was a uc nsqf rifc Ns jgaf« srrml,
ZEITGEISTpiece in November 2010, but that related Revere says the blog itself provides evidence of the

rm _ gncagdga ggqgsc, 'g-Qmi ol ¢ @ kv v CnP r¥AgCI 8 " msr
ging again, with more than two years of interesting Are we accurate reporters of the science we talk
items covering a wie range of topics. about? You can judge for yourself, but | can tell you

honestly we have had many nice emails from fellow

scientists whose work we have taken the time tg-e

nj _gl, G bmlor rfgli uc f _tec
got it all wrong, although on occasion we have had

bbgrgmlgqg mp aj _pgdga_rgmlqg

Most of the topics in Part 1 relate to blogging in
general (although librarians are frequently well pe
resented). Part 2, in the October issue deals with
starting, stopping and continuing (almost entirely

among libloggers) and with libary and librarian made mistakes which we promptly corrected in the

nmgrqg _lb gggscqg, Gr©q _a@mkrm_IlgdapPsbgm e_ gl Bg& dr g3 b gk
on the status of liblog® or at least the 1,300+ emmb qgagclac pcnmprcpmg bm rfg
liblogs that had visible posts in mie2010. ple, they will get in touch with the authors for ad
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http://www.libraryjournal.com/lj/home/886333-264/jefferson_county_tx_puts_brakes.html.csp
http://scienceblogs.com/christinaslisrant/2010/05/15/expertise-authorship-and-real/
http://scienceblogs.com/effectmeasure/2010/05/15/blog-matters-who-is-revere/

rgml _j cvnj _| _rgmlgqg, Uc bnRforrbmrelird _bgbdadrsqgcue& brmh OFf _
have to. We report on things we understand and that thorship or names.

bml © Il ccb rm “¢c cvnj aglch Ny iS 9 g ?rddbdc“p?cﬁgtc o_ééfd‘pﬂ ej
tive views when we think we should, againebause ately long _ost: -

uc sl bcpgr_I b rfc amlrcvr, XJ? P uc bml ©r bm, ggq

em
hunting for someone with a different view for the sake ?r Tfgq nmglr* ~_drcp wc_pq
md 2" j lac,« Fmu _pc wms S'Efme th'? Qas_ H)cbﬁ San rﬁXpIi'C'Flym-[Pe %eaefat fc
alternative views are well founded, prevalent or are “pointsTgo like this:
qgcptgle qgncag_jtoputithiuplg qr g = thefaare many legitimate reasons to be pseugion
At least in our case you know whom you are trusting mous in authoring a blog. | describe some of these
or not. Us. And as noted, you have a lot of evidence to in my 2007 post but another one is to let your
help you form that judgment. words speak for themselves instead of bolstering

them by using your professional reputatiorthat of

Rf cl r f ¢ p c®®@ngd in_nsost fcamgs gunless instituti that of blicati
you personally know the writer, having a name  YOUr !NSHiton, orinat obyourpubliication venue.
doest©or q_w ksaf _ msr _srf nﬁ?fﬁ?‘ i Ygu had hig flamgy would that alone allow
: . . wms T RS.qr %f_r fc©q q, wgl e
Uf gaf pgleq sq _al rm rfc ilisth e gbc—- md & sr'fm
N . skeé}lu 2
gfgn, « Amkn_pcb rm mmi upgrecpq  _I'b pcnmprcpq* kmqr
of whom have editors and publishers, we have much people have multiple social identities the persona
more claim to be the author of this blog. But even that of Revere != the identity the person has when writing
claim is pretty weak. We use and in many cases-d peerreviewed journal articles for others in his field
pend upon news articles or reports or scientific putbl Some of my earliest posts on my blog complained
cations done by others, and we, too, have to take most about overly simplistic heuristics that teachers and
of the things we read on faith. Unless we know a field some librarians teach for evaluating web sources.
unusually intimately in a way that is impossible for Rfcqc pc_jjw bml© umpi _r
mmgr rmngagqg md eclcp_j glrcpsggkeuveccaftm @egpeaib _jj rf
agr_rgmlg gl _ n_ncp _IDb _@c}@rg”igi pj W r I eﬁlg)rgfﬁe_rpgm_r@pbj

afcai rfc tcp_agrw md®rfc gofmbu@Rofdy is & sad &taifmost oftie timé, therk
unless we have good reason or prior knowledge that it are and have been firsate blogs written under a-
IS wrong. Nor do we have the raw @ the work is sumed namF:s or group .names. For that matter, can
~_gcb ml* _Ib gd ucrunthgb* uc ~~ pcl ©F Sjpé)ICj r m Ip]p a .
wms C o} c r C U I

analyses. Life is short. There are things we must take . . . L
on faith, which is why scientific misconduct is such a Walt at Randomand claims to writeCites & Insightss

serious offense. It loosens the glue that keeps the-sy rfc gq_kc * _U_ jr _ Ap_udat@mb « w
tem together. Add tcthis the fact that so much science conference or chatted with on Friendfeed? Hmm?

today is done in teams, sometimes numbering in the The Problem with Pseudonyms

many dozens or hundreds, and the idea of authorship This post by (someone claiming to be) Bobbi Me

seems to be a mirage. Even as a sole author, my words . ;
) . ) : g .
are enmeshed in a web of interlocking and connecting ;nin rﬁtl)pgaredrzur ?Stc 3p 201rO?ngL||br2rlgn* b?/ba:? Uk |

ideas, may depending upon faith for their coherence

and force. Which are the ideas of the author and ~ D@y in the Lif¢ « ~ _ qckg_I 1 s_j- npm
which of others. All | can claim is to have strung the p_pw dmjiqg ?#qf_pc _ b_w
words together in a way | think unique to me. Big through blog posts, phats, videos and Twitter p-

bc j, Rf_r bmcqgloer k_ic klke_rdq, e«r &RF,c 2kkmokrmgpc ge |l r t
makes me garaphraser. | try to set down new ideas, participants, which is impressive.)

to add value. But | am using raw materials provided Newman thinks she could be more open and

my many people unnamed but with some claim to be helpful if she blogged under a pseudonym:
co-athors. I think of all the things | could reveal if | didr®blog

GOk I mr gspc G ~sw rfer nasimb*ThingbRhat mifhthElp offers_TRAIMStHET  f _

ing edited (in most of my earlier columns andrti- might show a better perspective of what | do all day.
cles and in most of my books) makes me less of an  But because@ me there are secrets | must keep. |
author. But writing under a single or group psewd must guard the privacy of patrons and stafféllalso
| wk bmcqgl © bcl w _srf mpqf gketostl have a job when I show up for wdein
In this case, whatever Effect Measure was-d the morning. Oh the lure of anonymity.
gle* gr u_q hsqgr _ msr bBuol Meywma®fwho seamp W cbnfuser andmymity* 2 L

“gb wms d_ p c utlej epdof thel blog s Iwithc gseudonymity® says flatly that accountability
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http://walt.lishost.org/
http://librarianbyday.net/2010/08/03/the-problem-with-pseudonyms/
http://librarydayinthelife.pbworks.com/w/page/16941198/FrontPage
http://librarydayinthelife.pbworks.com/w/page/16941198/FrontPage

requiresp ¢ _ j I __kcqg* rf _r ugr f nygitydgpr awmgj blnd cCarmsmat i we g9

your own words: agtgj bggamspqgcilm
When you dor® own your words you aref® ac- It should not be tolerated Md amspqgc* rf _r
countable.Sure you can share so much more freely, fcp nmgr g_gb, GOk "~ cksqch
but there is the dark side too. Unfortunately those md cvnpcqqgml gg mljw rm ¢
who don®own their words seem to always go over 2s| agt gj b gqgams pdgfended ne@ Rf ¢ ?
to the dark side. Nazi groups. That organization, which | belong to,

That last is an overbroad generalization, not helped believes that freedom of speeabquiresfreedom of

by the final two brief paragraphs: gnccaf wms dgl b slgcckjw,"'
Grow cmqr _ji ap_n ufca wmé Rfpceliior wmgj p Udajaims!| HCcj j qg_gb
ble. It takes courage and wisdom to own your words At one point in the comments, Newman asked
It would be great to see an anonymous account for examples of psedonymous bloggers who
dealing with real issues, objectively and intelligen ucpcl © f _rcdsj, Qf ¢ mmr ml
ly. Instead pseudonyms just seem to bring out the ly could have been quite a few others, including one
worst in pegle. (more recent than the post) appearing later in this

The post has 37 comments and backlinks (including Section. In practice, the post is simply disappdin

Lcuk _| ©g pc qn mifrgnc apseudoyr f cinNg® mppogly because it fds to separate anonymity
mous’ j meecp & sr gr ©q _ frqg;m ppeydenyrpity put als hgeadse inmpaipty with
with a link on the home page to a real nam®)  fartoo broad a brush.

backs her completely. The second notes the reality \Nhere Anonymity Breeds Contempt

for some peple (while, oddly, agreeing with her): Mp @Ml jglc* 21 m wkgrw @pcchb
For a long time, | couldr®use my real name online case, a piece by Julie Zhymblished November 29,
at all because | had a stalke@1 still wary of pu- 2010in the New YorkTimes Opinion Pages

ting my name to things that might give people too
much information about my real life.

Lcuk | ©q cpmreptetelynindeomines her post

Xfsm qgcrg _ gacl c8 - Wms Ot
provoking article or viewed a thoughprovoking vid-
eo on the internet and scroll down to the comments:

In part And there, lurking amon dozens of well
Ufcl G qr_prcb J@B G bgbl Opendonel Gplnléﬁﬂgvlsétml mp kw
d _ac ml gr * kmgrjw ~ca _sqc, GOt b qr _]I cpq gl r fc
past than any other reason. | also have accounts u * Fmu “ks a—f jmiecp 'gg Tfc kchg.
der other names, | like my privacy and my private cwml b rgpcb qrmpw=« #Rfcqc e
life, | definitely see good reasons for anonymity gbgmaw gq bggqrsp gle, « 2UcOpc

world a better place one brainwashed, ignoraiati-

mr _r _ rgkc,« Rfcgc _pc rfec
from anonymous sources, that you could have

found after reading a CNN article on the rescue of

) ) . . the Chilean miners.
love ofthc  umpi adsai «, Kw npmihck gqg ufcl wms bm
this AND represent yourself as a professional AND uo offers other examples and notes that trolling

you use your anonymity to spread unhappiness. goes back to the fourth century BC. She offers a link

Qm gr©qg dglc rm " c _Iml\is‘lzms WH bgspﬂﬁgtﬁ]]og)caluarf
jmle g gr©qg dmp rdinmplymye fe§ear;§1 as &/ n% rbdgtgaln anohymity

what the post s& Will Manley comes in with a Increases unethical ehawe mregq t_
amkkeclr rf _r©q _ jgrrijec teanptﬁ]tg fieQR|W'(§h th8 Hﬁ?blen%’ {nqulng Ieglg) crgpec
librarian, given the usual library support of intelle- rgmi, fel rfcpc©g rfdgqs

tual freedom: Some may argue that denying Internet users the

ability to post anonymously is a breach of their pr

vacy and freedom of expression. But until the age of

the Internet, anonymity was aare thing. When

someone spoke in public, his audience would nat

rally be able to see who was talking.

But | used those pseudonyms to protect my privacy
not to spread hate or misinformation which is what
this post is aimed at. There are perfectly good reason
to not disclosure your identity online, including your

Bobbi, you have written a very important post. If
anonymity provides a sense of security for librar

ans who have something important to say, then |
think it is a good thing. Our profession is all about
freedom of expression, and anonymity can further
that cause. However, if it becomes a tool of personal Since there were no such things as flyers or leaflets or
attack or abuse, it should not be tolerated. An handbills before the internet, | guess that must be true.
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http://www.nytimes.com/2010/11/30/opinion/30zhuo.html?_r=2
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/11/30/opinion/30zhuo.html?_r=2

Zhuo praises various efforts to cleanpucom- dmpkcb _1lgk_j pcgc_paf &wec
ments, including those done byGizmodoand the rfpc_rg* _lIb GOk "~w Im kc_Ilg
Bggosq amkkclr nj_rdmpk,@sRf*cl_qgr focfhatd@oba ®qospied agimt®© §
where Zhuo works. She makes a bigthingofeac kc | g wms a_| ©r aj gkg-apch
"mmi ©9 gl gqgqrcl ac ml p ¢ _ging ih yolirce@l*name gaa beaopecusefu® buthit ~ p g
biographies. The closing paragraphs pretty clearly also has consequences, and, sigh, if you happen to

call for disallowing anonymity: be a woman, it has more (and more regrettable)
Instead of waiting around for human nature to aml gcosclacqg rf _1 gd wms©p
af __lec* jcr®©q qr _pr r1om pcgllintegesting comments,fsomey from others who
moting accountability. Content providers, stopla find it either useful or necessary to write under a
lowing anonymous comments. Moderate your pseudonyn.

comments and forums. Look into using comment . I
services to improve the quality of engagement on The Effect of Pseudonymity on Blogger Credibility

your site. Ask your users to report trolls and call This post by Colin Schultzappeared February 23,
them out for polluting the conversation. 2011 at CMBR It goes back to the Scienckigs flap |

In slowly lifting the veil of anonymity, perhaps we discussed InTHE. ZEITGEIST BLOGGING GROUPS AND
can see the troll not as the frightening monster of ETHICS (C&l 10:11, November 201)L SEED Media
lore, butas what we all really are: human. Group, thenowner of ScienceBlogs, allowed a team

. of writers from PepsiCo to start a blogbout nutr-
Ecc* k_w'c gd uc gren mlgh C{bpoﬂ)alche@%lﬂhs&ﬁtggiscugsggthé’l%nml%e r gk

rm rng uc©jjmoleggt:gjr|fckmt18qae

D_ac  mmi f g ctcp _amch t|o§s| of that rrl}oveé(lpt%r_greverrs®_lr ¢ 9 éé@r%q u
rcknrsms md r sqgc * noSnIg thelrjt-guencg lo Scl, v pr‘t;of ationa
q 9ra acpdq ographic) hidtries to cOhredt it to Brdader issubs:
To be or not to be a pseagmous blogger The fiasc® dubbed Pepsigate as the saga n+
This December 13, 2010 posit Science of Blogging  furled® revolved around two major issuestradi-
was placed there by Peter Janiszev®ki s r gr ©§ilonal_notions of the advertisineeditorial divide
guest post by SC'CU”OUS, a PhD |n Phys|ology Who that have plagued publlshlng for ages, but also a
blogs atNeurotic PhysiologyKey excerpt® noting new struggle stemming from a lack of underst@n
especiallythe first excerpt, which gets a differerai ing of how readers assess the credibility of blogs.
tion that other people seem unable to understand: Knowing how readers decide to believe a blog post
could help make sense of Pepsigate, amdether or
Keep in mind that pseudonymity and anonymity are not giving a clearer biography of the Pepsi bigg
b % %d cpecl r” hr fg |” ehq , Ufg ij _ | vdnHore wodld Have made &ny différénsek ms g «
and their voices will change all the time, a psea . . : ;
nym is a fake name that is constant through time as Tfh is leads tq d|SCUSSIOEIOf an O%qb.sl.tt?ﬁm%@t
one or more specific people with specific voices. This of_anonymity on weblog_credibil . y Om‘."‘s
means that you can, over time and with quality Afcq I cw _Ib B_lg C_J b, -Q " Qs
work, build up the trust of people who read you, and rw« sr rfc pgeudoymityodergrads ~ ms
de\e|op a reputation online as your pseudonym_ were Oﬁered a fake S'[Ol’y that had e|ther a pseudonym
*
Lumping anonymity and pseudonymity together is T ' K (r: I 2 ' éncn* q_cd\ghgtocgrzip?] mgl jWk bubgp
wrong, lazy and intellectually dishonest. In any case: - - , - -
. It turned out, much to the surprise of the researe
o, e e ok S by S5, Ul g 8l 5t of Hegisgca
X mation, or having nothing but a nickname
Eﬁ?rtiglcgg]hymv\%ilz ;?;v?srdtsrhetrcf)(l)lf,sg:ngtgirevzljse (KrystalKidd, or another similarly creative pseud)
not all pseudc.)nyms are equal, and with time you ca’n rr:age absr? Iute:]y nho (z)llﬁerence on how credible the
recognize those who work to build up reputations students thougnt the blogger was. . .
under their pseudonym. The reality is that there are SChUIt@ who also confuses anonymity with pse
lots of good reasos to be pseudonymous, from we donymity® says:
ries about people not taking you seriously, to prafe But in my mind, this is only one possible way of
ggml _j aml qgbcp_rgml q, Qa g logking at the mequitss Mes, it could bestitatcpeofde alem| ©r
want animal rights activists coming after the real life gwkn_rfcrga rm _|I mlwkmsqg "1
work | do, not to mention the work of my ct justtf _r rfc jctecj md rpsqr dm

leagues, just becayc GO©k gsnnmprgtc mads qagoneld,sjQmv ognrc kg ef rlosiigmr ¢
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credibility by being anonymous, but rather that even

by having a photo, an email address and all the rest,

"j meecpq hsqrganinganylp@nts. a _ n _
At this point, it may be worth noting that the study
(involving 269 students total, 182 in the UK and 87
in Malaysia) took place in 2006. Does that matter?

ganization tha® installed an anonymous employee
feedback mechanism. Ethics d@invariably lead to

* | fair treatment.

The Looncaresdot _ " msr cr f ga_|j rpc_
clear from her (his, its, their) blogging. She carries
ms r fcp cjgcdqs8 SIjcqggqg gr

GOk I mr gspc G “sw rfodmdgl ©f h_kceb_ketgmpfalfcqfec
post in general: found that not naming names opens one to all sorts
With the default crediblity of blogs running so low, of nonsense al®«qr p_uk _I « I'b &1 m
and there being little a blogger can do to improve it, q_gb rHandiedabaitonith astonishing eage
they need to be especially protective of any gains s rf _r©q _ bgddcpclr a_l
they manage to mak® a lesson SEED may have two exceptions and notes why each exception was
learned just a little too late. neede® and why her shield of pseudonymity was
So the presence of one sketchy blog at Scislogs ~ useful in each case.
undermined the credibility of other blogs there? Gr©q _I cvacjjclr bggasqgq:
Maybe® and by that standard, the firstate writers ~ read the whole thing G©k escqqgl e rf _
who blog at Library Journalshould run like the  or group behind the LibraryLoon is one of those
wind, which they clearly have not. ufm G umsj bl ©r _ju_wgb-_epcc
On pseudonyms, fear, and responsibility ably frequently disagree and gue with) but probe-
) . . . bly always respect. My favorite people in the field,
How better to wind up this section than with a post .
. in other words.
from one of the most meritorious pseudonymous
libloggers, LibraryLoon, who posted thisn January Comments
12, 2012 at Gavia Libraia? This post is superb
rfpmsefmsr* | b GOk rmpl Youganeeranlyhayea blpgywithout compment
rfgle* hsqr nmglrgle wmsDPUtc r}tscanalﬁoam%qls \ably tg ?hec"{)ec, E
Pc_b,« _Ib bmgle gqmkcrf g|ofab5)g Or tg the, hearibum of the blogger,ed
Gd G f_b _Iw gbc_ ufmger?'eg Jg‘p_pmemI@q @mpgl e
?2jrcp Cem _ar s _ jouvortugaiely, GPrap@salj Anewkindofcbjog comment system
GOk cvrpckcjw ° _b rorf Rf gm®g dndmkeosBngfomustl@s, d@c | b
choose not to indulge. (At one pomt | was nearly Scrlptlng New® and you know Ug | ¢ p ©q emgl e
certain that | knew who the most irritating pse- make a point of his longevity & a blogger (and in
donymous liblogger actually was. | was either r f gg a_qgqc gr©q pcjct_1Ir"'8
wrong, or the pseudonym passed to anothgroup GOk _jkmgr /.. ncpaclr gspc
of much more irritating people, or the real pe rfc dgpgr “jme rm f _tc amkkec
son/people in question developed multiple persdna sure that it was the first to have its comments flame
grgcgqg, Q mnot(h@/lng te vagnegtagtion out. The flameout was a good thing, although it
ufm rfc Jg p_pwldmml ©q @? CP gk eeblike iyt thelime, bgcaype 4t ergptedghe o f ¢
(he, it) speaks with authority and obvious exper first wave of blogs. And whetheir comments flamed
ence, and speaks well.) out, there were subsequent waves of new blogs.
GoOjj r _ic kgbbjc a msLﬁtQ{ é"ﬂne“?ﬁ%‘gﬁfccﬁnyﬂe@s back a&‘?ﬁ‘@%qe% md
excerpts: kmgrjw q_ dgthb« wugr rf
Funny thing about the style of cowardice thatxe for commenters and moderatlon.
presses itself via pseudonymity, though:&itoften /', 1cecn wmsp pcgnmlgcqg dmasqc
capable of braver stances than the style of bravery responding to.
that writes everything h the open under its legal 2. No ad hominem attacks.
name. Legal names have reputations, untrustworthy 3. Add value, a new idea, perspective, poof view.
co-workers, mortgages, depende@sall the risk- Qgknjw q_wgle 2G bgg_epcc« gc¢
enhancers that make taking unpopular positions, uml ©r ecr _nnpmtchb,
well, risky. 2, Ufcl kmbcp_rgle GOk _ju_wq

Even when thege ethicallydefensible positions.
Even when thege the right positions. Ask any
whistleblower, anywhere, at any time. Ask any-o0

the comment needs to be tacked onto my post or if
it would do better as a post of its own on theua
rf mp©q ° j noeqf pe@le pdstgcomments |
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hsaqgr rm ecr _rrclrgml,
gogl e ml * G bml Or
misuse of the comments, and disrespectful of the

G dink§ aggregatorsf tweetg that_sayrliftle or @athingf _
_nnpmtc

r
RéEpc® Yy qgmkc m
rf_r amkkclragl

_ 1 fhc pamkck cr ¢ *
lotect _epcch

amkksl grw* _ I b md rfc mqn@eqc prfsrélnEebp«c C bs mkdorgfqnd® of gq g
Sofarsogoo® sr rfcl ucropsed Ugbing P BBumds everyone boxcars his blog and
rulesfor comments: immediately goes over to his blog to comment on
1. A fixed commenting period for each post of 24 any new post. It goes against the very nature of RSS
hours. grgcjd gl rf_r ncmnjc gmkcrg
. . . until much, later on the order ofa week or maybe
2. Until the _p_erlod expires, none of the comments even month. Perhaps this could be determined via
would be Y'S'ble fo other commenters. (.BUt they analytics for your particular blog. Also someone may
would be visible to the author of the post, in case a run across his post after a search years later and have
commenter spots a fyo or a factual error, or has an something new or. relevant o add
_lquecp rm oscqr gml rf r©aN nm eb % ca\c,'
_ ) ) Jgkgrgle gl dmpk _r gml
3. You _could edit and refine your comments during Pog I r 2 Rfgq ggq rfc esw uf mog
the period. twitter message length!!! Yes many comments could
4. There would be a length limit of 1000 characters be revised and distilled and still get their point across
to keep people from using comments in place of a but hey correcting peoples english is best left tchet
blog post.No one is going to read a blog post in a ers. What if your blog were a force foireedom or
amkkclr, &K_lw ncmnjc bml ©&mergebicy mestaligkapping Mg extremaly rii-
rfcwOpc amkkcH)y gle ml cgr f q@tant Bessage could have consequences.
5. After the commenting period is over, the oo Nmglr 3 Uf_r=== Rfgqg g9gq rfec
ments would become visible, and no further oo users. Where are the users h@dost in a footnote
ments would be permitted. md fgqr mpw, Qf msj bl © fc pcj
Say wha? Well, you see, Dave Winer knows better and feedback. Honest feedback is the best thing you
than you do: I ecr aampbgle rmmgmkc,
) lo think that blogs are convess menters to prowde the reference.
I know some peop
tions, but | don® | think they®e publications. And | Sue IArIme Il?esd jl;sthuoite:j tr:i three riel(ntfnce:? mn i
think the role of comments is to add value to the g''9 - 4 . . J
posts. If you want to rebut a post, then you canecr ds | I_jca‘T(Ddi’S_agree withhim more. Especially if
ate your own blog and post your rebuttal there you@e just starting out, comments are a huge part of
. . building community. They are and should be part of .
Fc -/ am bmcgql ©r _rfgl_l th@ﬂl%&oﬁversgt%m— ami cpg_rgml _j
kcbg s k , littleGn@pke sympathetic to th‘at view, Th?j)bkiglcah a post disagreeing with some
Kmgr | w* rimsef* G cjgc E)f the gge%tft’)a@ Yut eaéréglng— tlha% )éognetﬁ}ng

own preferences. Maybe for Winer a post is entirely needs tob

a publication (making a blog an irregular serial).
For many bloggers, some posts airdendedo start
conversations, and for some blogs, most podis-
comeconversations.

commenting on both the post and on what Qo-
kclrcp ? q_gb, Uf gaf

to the Editor (but with a 20Gword limit).
There are nocomment® because he intentio-

adjw bgg_"jcb rfck &2rm e

might feel like to find other outlets for your ideas, or

rm _jjmu wms kmpc rgkec
G bghb nfp_gc qgc_paf

Google, yielding 63results. Ignoring multiple ve-

sions of the post itself, items that are nothing but

If comments add value to the
post at all, part of that value can certainly be serial
in nature® that is, Commenter B can add value by

ums
rules. Basically, Winer wants comments to be Letters

r m TRaMasth@tte 6rifinal Whidhtion.

e done. Fred Oliveira offers mostly critical
comments inan August 22, 2010 posat Helloform,

mostly objecting to the general removal of convers
tion from blogging® and Oliveira goes to the other

cvrpckc* gqg_wgle 2@ meegl e
amltcpg_rgml, « Rf _ro©qcl m k
cgqg_pgjw rpsc rf | Ugl cp©q

nversatlons The first commenter |\/|ICh

|
E)(\)(?t e is evemofe Skt thdn Winét:9 A% 1 g

Your assumptions are wrong. Commenting is not a

aamltcpq rgml « Ib “jsmeegl e
gml  _ amltecp gml «,
gt\9\/0(:1— r?gﬁgtcb(zkcr@lmgqcbf rf_gl

of people hacking or repurposing the platform.
pcgnml gc, «

cHonRver $d dreGight@one Fedafd, people @dntiaC  d |
conversation and they want to comment on theost

ry and the comments the went with it. The problem
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http://helloform.com/blog/2010/08/dear-dave-i-have-the-facts-and-im-voting-no/

f_qg lctcp " cecl

come close).

What we needto do is g j |j amkkcl rq,
build the proper replacement tool for people to
amltcpgc &npcdcp_ jw ugrf
and move to that instead.

Right. Because weblogs were originally primarily
links, therefore blogs must never be anything else:
That was not the original intentipand nothing must

ever be used for anything other than its first use. (I
should note that the quoted paragraphs are eand

n_qgqrcb wugrf
excellent (even though his post overgeradizes):

Michael: while | do understand where ydge going,

| feel like | need to point out that if things werela
ways used the way they were originally intended,
we@ never see any innovation. The fact that blogs
did evolve towards what they are today mesathat
people did in fact need something like blogging and
comments in blogs.

Rf cpc ©q npcrrw emmb
comments on this post, one reason | linked to it.

There are maybe three or four more actuad-r
sponses, a relatively small numb®rand if you take
out Social Media Professionals and other Gurus,
there arevery few comment® partly, | think, be-
cause distributed commenting (that is, writing your
own post that links to the original) is more cumhe
some and less conversational than commiegt di-
rectly. And requires that you also have a blog.

Three from Scalzi

John Scalzi thinks about comments a fair amount,
possibly becausé&Vhatevergets alot of comments
and a lot of thoughtful, worthwhile, conversational
comment® along with some others,which fre-
osclrjw bgg_nnc_p slbecp
Correction. It may be noteworthy that Scalzi is not a
professional blogger (whatever that means), is not a
Social Media Guru or a Search Engine Optimizer,
~I'b bmcql © dgr
empgcqg md "~ j meegl e
writer (from Fairfield, California, about 40 miles
from here, but he lives in Ohiag® who won a Hugo
award for a collection of blog entries and comments,
Your Hate Mail Will Be Graded

a Amkkagl ?pc _  Jmr
November 22, 2010and has 73 comments. Scalzi
| mrcqg _|I cvncpgkceclr ~mw

ing off comments for at least a couple of mthrs

because the blogger has better uses for his time and

psychic energy. Selections:

_bbpcggch

[ m kmbgdga_rglm,icqpc'

a Mshnfemt Gr- EoftrdVersial Sdbjecs

I&sayr Goqd on Toky. Not thatrhe keeds my) edders
ment, but | fully support his decision to trim off the

G pomlaelnt@eaqd QIIV? hlngeéf a break. Why? Because:

1. 1t® his blog,and he should do whatever the hell

be_wards withnit | dol tHink that pegple ®fyet thag t g j
personal blogs are personal, and that the person

ufm mulg gr ecrq rm bcagbc for
md 2ucjj* kmqr ~jmequbm Yv][«
ments; if most peple running a blog decided to

jump off a cliff, | would not be obliged to follow

them, and neither would Toby, nor anyone else.

Comments can be part of a blog, but then again

Micgt e@PL_Oa chHC yMly g 5ac

have them, too.

The first five years of Whatever, there was no direct
amkkclrgle fcpc* cgrfcpij

2. Managing comments is a lot of worklf you
bml ©Or u_1Ir wmsp amkkclr
pointless morass of trolls and spammers, you have
to put work into keeping them readable, and it a
lot of work, particularly when you feel free to
idh, & Cr md
being the Internet, could be any subject at all. Call

it Rule 34 and a half: If a topic exists, someone will

¢ I _ggqfmjc _ " msr gr gl a

rfpc

3. Lots of commenters are adrag Uc ©pc | mr ct

talking about the out and out trolls and spammers.

Rf cpc ©q _ j-ispue tubtfhiumpers,ghe eq c
bcqgacl bgle pfcrmpgag_| g* rfec
concern trolls, the unintentional derailers, the

grievowsly offended, the eager sgiffromoters, the
ajscjcgqjw 2fcjngqf*« rfc gel
I mr* _ I b gm ml _ I b gm dmprfj

4. Sometimes the amount of work required to

manage a comment thread has an impact on what

gets written G osgrc myangyfmmgj w b ml ¢
subjects here that can garner hundreds of me

@hants hnd/@ @dlire Kfairjarhoant of mpgttentidnmt g | e

gl rfc kmbcp_rgml rfpc_br* sr
is that before | post about something | know will be
controversial or likely to garner comments§; ©j |j _qi

g Htralincae-1 w Knacr fdc 9 cG r_ajirismij w f_tc rfec
Cl_rfigPcpamr MA@ mpi 9 G E! vns ©par
alotofnonrgqn_k amkkcl rqg' I b grC

take a commenting break.

If by giving himself a break on comments, Toby
finds he® more interested in writing his own blog

mah  UmMmpnii gharing Ridlofvn_tRoGghts there, then I think

both he and his readers are going to benefighlone

_ | onfisfreaders. I khownigike i€when HefblBy® & thig s p

means more, @ willing to forgo the comments.
Lord knows | (and others) have other ways to make
our thoughts on what he writes heard.
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The comments arepf courseworth reading® this is
Whatevet _ | b rfcw umsj bl ©Or
Including this gem:
Come on people we all know what is reallym-
portant here! We must return to the gold standard.
It is the only thing that can save us,

Rf _r g_gb* G bgb | mr
also a lot of work.

aNmjgrgaqg _I b Amkkcl
Pc b«  onnAougus d4) 201l1and has 155

comments. It begins with this boldface paragraph:

Allow me to put on my2community manager and
mallet ownek<hat for a second:

Followed by this lament (the first paragraph afev-

cp_j* dmjjmucb ~w fggq
gr sdd«"' 8
Eswg* GOk ecrrgle rm

small class of commenters for whom everything is
fertile ground for politics, and an aditional, over-
lapping class of people for whom any discussion of
politics is an excuse to go full, foaming firehose in
response, with a third and again overlapping group
of people who have a hard time having a discussion
with people of nonparallel political views without
implying, usually sooner than later, that all those
who hold views not their own enjoy frottage withri-
fant monkeys and regularly set fire to the infirm.
?2l'b gr©q ?sesgr md O.
to get worse over the next sixé:n months at least.

Wms ©j j cl hmw rfc

GOj j gseecqr
need to on your way to the long set of comments!
Fmu©g fc

amkkclrqgs= Gd nmqgr
kclrqg* fcO©j | ¢ _ &) mr
uf _ai bmul nmj grga_j

on point. The same will be true for irrelevante-

sponseto the political comments he lets stdm, Fc
be very quick to beat down any comment that he
sees attacking another commenter rather than what <
. o ml qg rw rf ro© | mr
_ i am o d G B Gic Hphres bng BTk dwhef @ T

fourth of which should be mandatory reading, daily,

rfcwOpc qg_wgl e, Fc

for some people between now and the electioany

election). The second and less direct sentence in
n _ pf yo& pre oné 8f thdse people for
whom everything doeshave to be about politics,
fm °

rf _r

consider a hobby
watchg | e Dmv

K_w'c _
Lcug= &L m*

lively,longaml t cpqg_r g ml &gr ©q

r fc
posting just about anything here because there is a

>

bc | gb ef palitgal f

ugoipg rtofquote the vwholesthing.f _ r

doesdo political posts and welcomes sane disagre
‘ment in doronpeats an those gostsy uc pcl ©r ,

1@ like to raise the issue of the clear vote fraud in
Florida. The recordclearly shows that the Tilden
camp was robbed of a fair win by Hayes and this
shall not stand sir! It shall not stand!

p ¢ pl cdid bskim_ jhijougtb e entink kommentythreadR f _ r

(highly recommended), and realize that a sentence
quoted earlias hege maynbe on@ of rihe prestate-
ments of the internet and deserves requoting:

If you are one of those people for whom
everythingdoeshave to be about politics, ao
sider a hobby.

Finally for this goround (there are other Scalzi

| c bloggngelatef andl egnmentelatpdpesis cegay r f @

ly umpr f pc_bgle'"* rfcpc®©q 2
Bngn?gil foc te 2 Q:JI_hlg Phee
drawing a paltry 63 comments.

Here, Scalzi begins with a quote from aroe
ment at anothermpost:

What can we as blog readers and comméeavers
do about the entire issue of trolls and abusive
commenters? Some of the scienbased blogs |
read have a stated minimahoderation policy, and
develop a troll infestation. With known trolk, this
leads to lots of comments that s&ygnore the trolk
or 2Don®feed the trolk, but what else can we do?
Do resolutely ontopic comments heIP drown out

U fu@i8 dnd Mdicaté that tHe'ré2fof th rdadbrs BERY | ©

care, or is it silent approval?

dmjjmugIF&WHaE\;ér_ep nf~,k 3 MRyG I b
the language is so eloquent (and down to earth) that £ —& " Qa_ ? b lﬁ - (h T

wms rfgli gmk cml c

_ k,  @2Gd
wms®f emi P c ng PHae no"PRlef Inhllethg the schmucks into

oblivion, and the trolls and abusive commenters are
pretly Bbvidtis! Bafiilarly in contrast to the other

mg d | Gifmenferd Brid 9h8 Stdnbal level oM&mhmerfing

fOocSp%@ 1wk q ™l ¢ f Treogk 1 atk fij 4K

amk k CIJ ¢ 9p nrlch—lr©r— p_rcflg ri_ bggrp@?qa Fd M

mkkclrcpg rm r_ic ml rpmj
JcJ_pr md rfc _btgacGra@ml rofr
responsibility of the site owner, and | think that it is a
p

“cgloe i gl bcpe_precl
As are the comments. Whichleave to you.

My comment policy

Uc ©j j aj mqc

rc_afc

rfc gcar @ml u

WH ¢ Inig fa ¢ pSépterdberhla, @011 posit Attemjt-
Qa _ing Elggarieash 0@r g mwrrf 1o, rm rfc
The first comment sets the tone for a lovely,

hasaCClicl gc rf _r©q pc_qgml _ " |

Qa_j xg
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It had to happen eventually: | am writing this for the
record for this blog. | reserve the right to delete
amkkclrqgqg rf_r G dccj _pc
comments that disagree Wi me; debate is healthy,
and discussion is good, and | will never intentionally
stifle dissenting points of view presented civilly and
in the spirit of debate. But spam will be deleted, as
will vitriol, attacks, bullying, and general assholery.
Gd wgns®©br m qgcc
an example, unedited:
| hate people like you. You have a job and you sit
there and hate me for trying to get one. Fuck
you, you make the world darker by not giving

p

ncmnijc af | ac, Wms ©Op c
f_qg rfc nmucp rm Kk_ic
hsgr gqgq_w kw u_w mp rfec

your little bit of power in this world and you use
it to crush more souls. Fuck off.

As you might guess, that came from the cover letter
nmqr, G bmmlrijjw,icUfggj mc®@
some anonymous soul in Birmingham, Alabama is
having a soulcrushing experience on the job hunt,

| am not obligated to accept those kinds of insults

gl _ gn_ac G a_j|j kw mul *
blind rage cause me to suddby rethink my care-

fuj w amlggbcpchb npmdcqqgml
enough to know that this is an example of someone

who is hurt and looking for a way to lash out at the

gl hsgrgac rfcw ncpacgtct*
not my responsibility, nor my bureén to bear. This
iglb md 2bggamspqgqc« _bbq
here, and | see no reason to let it stand. Anything
similar will be deleted, and this post serves as-n

tice of that policy. quote the whole thing:

Rf c 2amtcp | cr r ctipetommam of «

terrible cover letter8 nmqgr cb Hsl ¢c [ .
comments and linkbacks (including one apparent
spam), and the set of comments is quite remarkable
in and of itself.

a

Science Blogging

q mk c"AlgieseC : °
fge yq?d tg\,tamh@t@@roa%eg mvcblverwemé)f ciizgns

*

Rf c

| b as?samewhat dismayed that the paper was
ublished despite not being revised in any way that

feflectd B ReBPdRSE to'afy of Ay difitisiAg | vbiced |
in my review «

| find it interesting as a form opostpublication

review. | guess | also find it interesting that the crit
cisms were apparently ignored; that has not been

my experie
ufw G k_glrr_fgcl

ce as either a reviewer o reviewee (on
88 lilnrgjag_aq\’vg mi 8 P& C?)q_ r GOt «
n_pr md rAfmac s@d M Or

l

Fcpc©Oq

tiques. (Doubleindented paragraphs are from the
paper;singlegl bcl r cb

_pc Amrspl gvCe

Digitalpirbf ma iog ang & Hﬂicatiqg ftqg-
%éTsJ7 are,, novel rool%m%t can be

in the discussions about sTience. The same tools
can be used to reinforce the traditional tegown
model of science communication. Empiricahi
vestigations of particular technologies can help
tdl ﬁﬁ@epst\é’nd how-tHese tools are used in the
dissemination of infornation and knowledge as
well as stimulate a dialog about better models
and pra%ti(;ﬁ% of science communication.,

V\Ilitkr1n R1e Internetq beiﬂgmokvé:r rB )Sears? J)qu %hg q
rs, |

ST TR FE

@car
a_jij GARQq

k

rm

al mtcecj «,

C s ;I'l}is stqjd)hf,ocusplssoa .Pne of mg ICTg that haveg q

already been adopted in science communication,
m 01 Sgignee blpgging. Thefindiggs Hoaﬂéhq g m|
sis of content and comments on eleven blogs are
presented in an attempt to understand aent
practices of science blogging and to provide-i
sight into the role of blogging, in the promotion of
more Mteractivel fo f Stience communication.
Ana(?ysis/ o{ b%gs S beeh Jdhe be%?e, so thig-art
cle needs to focus on what new it brings to the-li
erature-r f ¢ | _jwqgqgqg md amkkclrqgj

n_ncp aj _ gk dfirsbagemptéor j w r |
nalyze current science blogging practice, a claim

that Coturnix finds questionable, although previous

A few items | thought others might find worthwhile, n _ncpg bgbl ©r dmasqgq ml amkKk:«
all related to science blogs, more than half from one The data for this study cosist of posts and

of our own, the estimable John Dupuis. comments from eleven blogs that write about

Science blogs and public engagement with science ~ Science and technology. The blogs were sampled

Rfgq ml c©q ~ w MArchr8s2010a & * n miqgrj—c é(; ¢ ‘Grl]srrc P acgrc lqacc_«pafl bd ”?p\
Blog Around the Clogk Gr ©q i mle nmadys & K@ hbmert bf—dhta collection in

4,500 words or the equivalent of about six pages of
Cites & Insightsand is primarily a fisking of anar-
ticle with the same titleby Inna Kouper that -
peared in theJournal of Science Communicatian
Emjb M? hmspl _j
editorial board and reviewed this particular artick

Amrsel gvclgept ¢ the qd

Spring,2008. Below is the list of blogs with their
tittes and URLs from which the posts and oe
ments were sampled:

Rfgg lccbg rm "¢ aj_pgdgch,
_rfbc ah maed _j Cnsr

thousands of blogs (some of which are not scienc
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blogs at all). How were these particular 11 chosen?
What search method was used: Google Blogsearch,
Google Web Search, Technorati, other?...

This is an interesting collection... It is, first, very
small, thus missing some important subsets of the
scienceblogosphere (medblogs, nature blogs, skept

cal blogs and, importantly due to cluster analysis by
Christina Pikas, the female science bloggers which
have a very different pattern of both posts andme
ments). All or most of the authors of these 11 blogs
are white males, which also affects the analysis. A
number of these blogs are mulauthor, with each
_srfmp f _tgle bgddcpeclr

Before sampling blogs were examined for posting
activity. As it was determined that some blogs
posted oneor two messages per week and others
posted several messages per day, it was decided
to save 30 days of activity from less active blogs
and five days of activity from very active blogs.
For feasibility of qualitative analysis, the number
of comments was lirited to 15 comments per
post. Overall, 174 posts and 1409 comments
from 11 blogs were saved and analyzed.

Please justify the cubff at 15 comments. On busy
blogs like Pharyngula, the first 15 comments are
likely to be quick oneliners while deeper discs-
sions happen later, once readers had sufficient time
to read and digest the content of the post, often
with long, well-informed comment threads that go

mi dmp fsl bpcbg md amkkcl

The findings suggest that science blogs are too
heterogeneous to beinderstood as an emerging
genre of science communication. The blogsne
ploy a variety of writing and authoring models,
and no signs of emerging or stabilizing genrerco
ventions could be observed. Even though all blogs
mentioned science or a particular scigfic disci-
pline in their descriptions, they differed in their
voice representations, points of view, and content
orientation. Some bloggers emphasized the first
person perspective and presented themselves
through religious and political affiliation (e.g.
aRfc “jme gqgq _ msr
~r Amgkga T_pg_lac mp
and random biological ejaculations from a godless
g cp_j« _r Nf _pwl esj _
from their personalities to the content and &
tured more neutral forms of presentation (e.g.,
a rfc jJ_rcqgr Il cug
apm gmj mew@wr cqg mp 2|
amkkclr_pw ml gagcl ave «
ist). Differences in sources, topics, and modes of
participation among blogs areiscussed below.

The small and thematically narrow sample of blogs
limits the value of this paragraph. What is in an

y-- msr

a?2 ' msr Sqgq« qcar gml k_w f _tec
ago and never revisited although a blog has evolved

in a different direction in the meantime?

GOb npm _ " jw ¢ _ jgrijc f
entist nor (any more!) a blog researcher. If homeg
l cgrw gq pcosgpchb gl mpbcp

amkkslga_rgmlg*« uc®©pc _jj
best genres are typically wildly heterogeaus.
Should scienceelated blogs all be written similarly
and in the same tone? Really? What a sad limitation
that would be.

cirmq griicle jajso cqmmpentsqqbeut RefpipRce
related posts in scienceelated blogs (with some errors
in the examples) and discuss the scientific topics, a
bggasqgqgml rf_r©q d_r _jjw
studied. Eleven blogs within any broad field will say
_jkmgr I mrfgle _ "msr rfc d
amkkclr8 2@2Rfc p_lec md r mn
small sample dblogs. A different sample (e.g,. if all
the blogs were sampled from Nature Network) would
pcgsjr gl amknjcrcjw bgdd
Each larger group of participation modes was
equally noticeable in the sample, therefore it is
difficult to claim that one form of communi@-
tion or the other is more common for science
blogs. Being a more fluid and personal genre of
communication, blogs allow for greater variabi
ity of expression, and it seems that the authors
oft stipncenbiog@ssreagerly utilize this fluigi and
variability. It was observed though, that certain
blogs favored one mode of participation more
than others.
Do you have numbers, percentages? Can yow-pr
vide a complete dataset of raw data so others can
reanalyze?

uf _r G fc_p gl AmGeg pl fty® a
tual study as opposed to a set of personal observ
rgmlg=« K_w ¢ rf _ _r©gq sl d
The paper then turns to discussion of specific
posts, a problematic discussion because the likely

-9

uf _r caudigneceg for sgignce,blogs Feng ngre 5‘9”\9@2‘3“
a cousnihanrthe hias themselvesWiradkSciences go-

ing to reach a far different audience than a blog
devwotefl to particlg physics, abdhoulélbe writteraat g
a different level.

Emotional_ and often insulting evaluations are

K\@r3 GoMmd i tisealid“some btheKblogs that

wms p M8 BefehgerddRmohstrateédnot-ohlyPtheir
_ T Fghtfess QRithed 16 Gsirdsh Rk 'gBup of

reasonable and worthy individuals from others,
who are wrong, unintelligent, and overall woh-
less. The frequency of such evaluations and
mockery undermines the goalof rational debate
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and criticism. Such activities can foster solidarity
among the likeminded individuals, yet at the
same time, they may spur hostility in those who

masian public sphere. It appears that sciencedlo
ging can also be characterized as relying on redu
tive analysis and dependent reporting and drawing

caustic and petty commentary.
Small sample, omission of blogs that almost entirely
write posts for ResearchBlogging.org aggregation
_ (eq dqt ExacgynRockeisrienge Tgtrapodn£oalagy,

b midegrotapigs Neutpphijogophy), omigsigandot Righly a ¢ g
p c e teghpicalpblogs gvhich ae |a reenter of that @isc | b
njglc©og mljglc amkksl grw &c, ¢
Picture Of The Wek, or Deep Sea News) and osni
sion of some of the blogs with the most developed
feelings of communit® the female scientist blogs
and Nature Network blogs, makes these points
moot. This is akin to analysis of political blogs and
omitting Firedoglake, Talkirg Points Memo, Huk
ingt\cl)vn Pogt«and I—“u%abalo@theC brl)ogsfthat do
heavynfiﬁin_g, indepen

are undecided or hold a different opinion.

This statement (last 2 sentences) is ofteapeated

but has never been studied and does not have, thus,
ckngpga_j gsnnmpr , Ufsgj ¢
gle gqgbc® ggq jgicjw: gr
rfc "mnnmggle qgbc®© ggq
is not the target audience. The undecideon the
other hand are a big unknown and there are some
indications that they are likely NOT to want to join
rfc qggbc rf _r gg kmaichij

Readers of science blogs also had some refatio
ship with science, i.e., they were not exactly
non-scientists or lay persns. One author posted

kcqgg_ec rgrjch 2Ufm

re rs for information hemselv n . L. .
eaders fo ormation about themselves and sis, etc. Many such blogs exist in the science ¢plo

their background. The answers to this post as . L

o . . asphere butc}hey were %otmclu d in thi aper
ucij j ~q rfc mtcp_jij I _jwggqg m Pc _pqu am clrq
demonstrate that the readers are almost always n their current muffiplicity of forms and contents

associated with science one way or another. science blogs present a challenge rather than an

_pbc ent-regolrting, experg a

They are graduate students, postdoctoral agsoc
ates, faculty members, and researchers fromea v
riety of scientific and research fields including
biology, physics, neuroscience, and medicine.
Wired Science was bably the only blog in the
sample where norscientists formed a conside
able portion of the audience. Nevertheless, even
in this blog commenters often took the position

opportunity for public engagement with science.
Lack of genre conventions, which for the audience
translates into broken expectations and uncertainty;
impedes the development of stable readershipd
n_prgagn_r gml dpmk rhf c
"mpfmmb T _p« mp 2u_reep
ates a sense of community with shared context and
culture, but at the same time it creates a barrier that

j _pec
ammj c

prevents strangers and outsiders from joining the

conversation. As a community of scientists or iid

, , ) ) viduals close to science, the existing readers may
Remenber again that Wired bloggers are journalists. enjoy the entertaining nature of science blogs and

Here again, the fundamental problem is that the-a not need science blogs to serve as a place fer di

rfmp qcckg rm u_Ilr gmkcr f gdussioncapd mdionad debaig. cReldng on” spichme q «

as a genre that makes no sense: a homogenequs a community of readers, bloggers may reduce their

proach to homogeneous readers. interpretive activities and resort to copying, fe

istributing, and repackaging of the existingn-
GOt c mkgrrchb g conynerd®a mil ?ﬁ . g repackag -
section where the fundamental problem is a coafl hich is stll quite rewarding given the

ormation,

back d of th jority of t read d
tion of blogsbygq agc | r g qr gaboutgcierice 2 ° ackground of the majority of current readers an
dpmk k_glgrpc_k kcbg_,

] W&k rHqfires muchéss time and effort.
, - A rglrog‘g zgt)reJ te%h\‘uo%gica‘f téfolg, blaﬁdrms.rﬂ%ﬂgn be™ d
the difference is sound. used by corporations and organization for PR and
Science blogs examined in this study are vent-he news delivery, but that kind of blog does not attract
erogeneous. Theprovide information and explain much audience. Most blogs are personal blogs. It is
complicated matters, but their evaluations are often the personality of the ower, combined with her/his
trivial and they rarely provide extensive critique or
articulate positions on controversial issues. Kenix

expertise, that draws in the audience. A personal
(2009) analyzed political news blogs as alternative

blog is a personal space for personal expression.
Bloggers are likely to strongly resist any attempts by

news sourcesnd found that the blogs offeredib

nary, reductive analysis and dependent reporting.

any group to influence the way they spend their free
She also found that readers often provided caustic

time conversing with fiends online. In other words,
commentary and argued that comments can be

they are not meant to be vehicles for scienca-e
gagement with the public by design, but they serve
considered a separate communicative sphere more
akin to a neighborhood bar thn to the Habe

that function very well precisely because of thepe
Septembe012

of authority and talked as experts who are quite
knowledgeable about the subject.

sonality of the blogger, (often selieprecating) tu-
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mor, often juicy langwage, and strong opinions. &c
entists are supposed to be cebkaded, antisocial
recluse® blogs show they are anything but, break
the stereotypes and show the humanity of scientists.
With this, comes the trust. And science engagement
is all about trus® not the memorization of
knowledge of scientific trivia.

The apparent suggestion thaany medium should
have a single form and content level is so bizarre (in
kw mnglgml' _qg rm "~ cewe_
larly the case with an open medium (or, rather,
complex set of media) like blogs.

So, this article was supposed to be the analysis of
comments on science blogs, but did not actually
study comment® it studied a tiny and unrepe-
sentative sample of blogs, one of which is dead
(Pure Pedantry) and thus sloly accuulating wn-
kmbcp_rcb gn_k amkkclrqij,

Five years ago, | read every science blog in English
language. | could, as there were only dozens of us.
The science blogosphere was small and tight at the
time. But remember where these blogs came fm

need to ignore quite a few of them that are pretty
much wholly off-topic, basically assailing Coturnix
"ca_sqc fgg gbc_ md amkkcl
same as theirs. Or, actually, looking f@an excuse to
attack Coturnix himself, as in direct quotation from
mlc md rfc amkkclrg8 & Md
to judge clarity or intellectual honesty as a person
could possibly be, so | expect no better from you, and
uml ©r cqusrplrkfgzlp «r fwms
b(ﬂ)tﬁrﬁn(':@o@ﬂﬂ%ml X gRfi O »Ng>Ps'r 9 &
ing whatever name actually appears on a p®st
links to several other commentaries on the article
(or on his fisking of the article). One great comment
comes froma nonscientist, David Wescott:
To me, criticizing science bloggers for not being-a
commodating enough toward norscientists on their
blogs is a bit like turning down a dish of homemade
_nnjc ngc “ca_sqc gr bgbl ©r
A fascinating discussion on a paper that | doubt
should have been published. The author did not
choose to respond.

an

Fhe':y evohed out of political, atheist and skeptical UcAT 30l m=Ub6ACOUOUEI !

jmeg, Rfcpc u_g G'GCqCﬁefr%r&' C‘Prmd:%éh@rqu%\n rﬂucbudﬁ%'ﬂ'ﬁw
u_q amjjcargle Kk_rcpgk] stSﬁ) t%:on S neg L|bra
clac«* rfcpc u_gq "Bermgbgg—d@xﬁ)ﬁl Ola q ge ggéqra1
Ej m _j U plgle bclg_jggk?* —FqC c— "ERNYOHr UGQS"
providing a voice for atheists who until then thought motivation, phllosophy and exper ence in exactly 10

they were alone (and who were then, after a series of Words, « &?q ugrf kmgr sthemeeg|

anti-religious rants, delivered to some of the best wri
ten science posts ever, over and over again), there was
kw “~jme " Qagclac
outnumbered the science posts at least 9:1. Not much
more. Most science blogs were primarily focused on
something else- politics, religion, skepticism, etc-
than on science. In many ways, early science blogs
were really political blogs with a scrific twist.

Today, there are thousands of science blogs. Most of
them are really science blogs covering science in
every, or almost every post. The ratio of isc
ence:other topics is much, much higher today than

gr u_q rfecl
Rf cpc©q k mpc lulihg limké to otmemq rc@MMgN
amkkclrqg _1b gcr md @

and four years old) that directly addressed the gie
tions raised in the article.

In the comments (an interesting set), it emerges
rf r Amrsplgv u_ql Or

fgg pctgcu gq @sl mddgag
postpublication reviewing. (A comment from the

asked to tag 10 other blogs.)
His response:

_ | postsNmj g r giagtife wotd &f Bcfentidistd 1®rari@ufs @nd vice

versa.

And his commentary:
That was strangely easy to formulate an@nl not
sure if that® a good thing. Similarly, | think i® an
overall mission statment rather than something
that needs to be implemented with each post |
make. Over the long view, nearly eight years of
blogging, | think it®going pretty well.

G rfgli fc©gq pgefr

a
RAGErHESNMYPgUET diECc clleer um
This November 21, 2010 posat A Blog Around the
Clockgg ggelcb ~w @mp_ Xgti mt
p_rfcp rf | Amrspl gv, ?2 | S

~

mi mr

__ar greaflyjexpanded im @raarticlpostad decegnbér @0z u
paper (he was asked to suggest names of reviewers), s02010 on the Scientific Americah M~ q c p t
_PpRfcl b gdec_

_rgml q
jTjow u c cel mndhgetpay! aken |
gl , « Rf _r _g¢rgaj

‘jSppWi_

hmspl _j©g cbgrmp cvnjm-aggj w*q_ wdpngrgafnd@wangr@lqimpvmtlh)oné gq
kclrq ~ca_sqc rblind Wekoew fthe | @ang BivkeviC piece per day. So, returning to the

name of the author.) If you do read the comments,you gmk cuf _r qgf mprcp Lmtck cp
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http://itsnotalecture.blogspot.com/2010/03/science-bloggers-discussing-scientists.html
http://scienceblogs.com/confessions/2010/08/05/a-blog-of-substance/
http://scienceblogs.com/confessions/2010/08/05/a-blog-of-substance/
http://blog.coturnix.org/2010/11/21/blogging-whats-new/
http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/observations/2010/12/20/the-line-between-science-and-journalism-is-getting-blurry-again/
http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/observations/2010/12/20/the-line-between-science-and-journalism-is-getting-blurry-again/

Xgtimtga _qicb _ msr
from before theu c ° b emr _|
responses from Samuel Pepys to Albert Camus, with
stops at Mark Twain, Plato and others. He suggests
rf _r gf gn a_nr _gl ©q | me
with geolocatior® that, in essence, blogs and tweets
are old forms with new technology to make them
faster, easier and more widely available. And that, to
some extent, the emergence of these media is a
healthy response to the 20century phenomenon of

«

a

" g§ngage theppibc discdurke. ARRsgigntists, eggescp q
g les, @Iipiqiﬁ@s,rg@/qrnment@r@ pdor-prodjt organi-
zations have much to gain by adopting an effective
and viable social media stratgg

SciancepfBloggding wjillnat dnly [gghlighjtheways u ¢ ¢ r q «
by which social media is changing the way science

and research is communicated, but also will provide

basic guidelines for those individuals or orgariz

tions who seek to use social media to increase t

public understanding of scientific research.

q

mass media with conglomerate ownershipasawo G amlrglsc rm ~¢ sl dml b md
inant form of communications. used mostly by PR people and Gurus, and | think
All we are doing now is returning tp a more nat- that may apply here. Dupuis excerpts some of the
ral, straightforward and honest way of sharing- dgpgr nmqr g ml Om@* | b wufec
formation, but using much more efficient ways of alsccl rggrq gfmsjb ~jme8 _ a_
doing it. And not even tha® where technology is u_Ir rm gr mn, G bml ©Or rfogli
scarce, theanalog bloggings live and well. to sayall scientists should blog than it is to sagll
What about trustworthiness of all that online stuff? librarians (or plumbers or physicians or college pr
Qmkc gq _Ib gmkc gql ©r r miessdrs) GHoSId bi6gd Of celirsd this s oraiea Wms
to fi'g.ure out your own filters and criteria look for where Dupuis and | may disagree.
additional sources. Gl lw a_qc* G rfgli wmsOoj
But that is not new, either. The only thing that was - -
really wrong is the way so many people unquestio The power of blogs, or #0ccupyScholComm
ingly_ accepted what 20tkcentury style broadcast Hskngl e fc b we _p* uc©j j
media served thgm. Just.becr?\use articles were under this October 19, 2011 posby John Dupuis aiCan-
the banners of big copanies did not make them any fessions of a Science Librariand a somewhatra-
more trustworthy by definition. In the 20th century - o
we lost the ability to read everything critically, awed bitious post it is.
by the big names like NYT and BBC and CNN. The rise of science blogs over the last few years has
Wc b gab los® that ability, but the point is well certainly demonstrated that. In librarianship as
taken. well, blogs are gowerful source of comment, the-
With the return of a more natural system of co- ry anq praptical advige.@e always thou.ght that the
munication, we got to see additional opinions, fact pracﬂpal side of the I|brar_y world was "pe to be the
checks on the media by experts on the topic, and first field to.truly Ieth_a journals behind and m-
realized that the mainstream media is not to be brace blogging as a kind of replacemen.t.. It would
trusted. With the return of a more natural system of be. messy, ;urebut it would be democratizing and
communication, we wil all have to relearn how to re-invigorating.
read critically, find second opinions, evaluate Ksaf _q G jmtc ~jmeq* G bml
sources. Nothing new there eith& that is what idea (that is, wholly replacing journals with
people have been doing for millenn@&the 20th blogsl®* s r md anot® prgcticingsliBrarian

century is the exception.

An interesting perspective discussed miuchgreater
length in the December article.

The Science of Blogging
Rf r ©q dpmk Hmf ConfdBsonssof &
Science Librarignthis time on November 29, 2010,
_I'b rfc rgrjc gqgnew plagyrm
town® this one devoted to the joys of scientists
"jmeegle rm _bt | ac rfecg
Science of Bloggimgan earlier section.)
Dupuis quotes the mission statement from SoB:
Social media provides a tremendswutlet by which
to translate and promote scientific knowledge and

r

and Dupuis is. He continues:

The kinds of discussionsve see in the best of the
library blogosphere are as good as anything we see
in the formal literature. In the Library with the
_Lead Rypeis a great example of one of the ways it
could work, with Research Bloggingr PLoS Blogs

f @s an exapple of Koy meaningful aggregation or
commurniity could arise.

Just ta comiradjctamys&ifG © k ¢ m| gs payiagithgtb a g r ¢
arfc kmgr amkncjjgle _ I b un
rfc jg p_pw dgcjb« gg rfc er

blogs as well as odd creatures likgites & Insights|
said thatin 2007; | still believe it to be true. Which
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http://www.treehugger.com/corporate-responsibility/the-blackboard-blogger-of-liberia.html
http://scienceofblogging.com/to-be-or-not-to-be-a-pseudonymous-blogger/
http://scienceofblogging.com/to-be-or-not-to-be-a-pseudonymous-blogger/
http://scienceblogs.com/confessions/2011/10/19/the-power-of-blogs-or-occupysc/
http://www.inthelibrarywiththeleadpipe.org/
http://www.inthelibrarywiththeleadpipe.org/
http://researchblogging.org/
http://blogs.plos.org/
http://citesandinsights.info/v7i9a.htm

bmcql ©r kc_| GOk osgrc (Eenbgw*rmf m bimeml ©hms plj mug a

(even though | almost never publish in them). bcdagl g r g ml md cle_eckclr g
Dupuis quotes Paul Krugman on economics t gcuqg* pc_bcp amk kclr qg* _ 1t

blogs and Nigel Thrift on speculative realism, and and I guess Godin scores well enough on the first and

both quotes are interestg. In practice, taking this  third to make upforazem ml rfc qgcamlb

Bsnsgq qgqclrclac glrm _aamsbPrgagokremglgspe @mbg ¢pey

ugrf fgk _jj rf_r ksaf 8 comentbaccessitieg (He Lajlsgfor cshow posts with  u c

ever have a scholarly communications landscape that short paragraphs with, | suspect, short wor@soh,

gqg mljw mp ctcl npgk_pgjwl®mnosirqrcmd *wsjjjoreq, «I b gs
Gr ©q sl joki djmw qglslpcG gr GcRighY jhapdlineg Youfirstepaiagrph is weak. Your

rfgle, Lm amkkclrg* “sr rppstlsqt_)ﬁla{ranqj (ﬁhatlsgll|0f5ygugpo§tsrrtgjshlgeorpag i
specific foc)® j r f ms e f j me

Brilliant Statements ajc_pjw _I_rfck_ rm FW_rr*
maa_qgml _|j n migaused. Finally:&‘qur | mr

That section heading is a modified form of a two
syllable eightletter word, often abbreviated to the hat this list is all -
two initial letters of the section headin® a word | Can | say that this list is all wrong? Not réa

believe applies to some of these items directly butis | Wi 1 rf msef GOk I mr rfc ml
the topic of others. You judge which is which. increasein traffic when we post less, and of course

GOk mlc md rfmgc bcgngqgch
Do You Make These 10 Mistakes When You Blog¢ase, while some of this may be right, it sihas that

As | link to this Michael Hyatt postfrom two years @pgjjg_Ir Qr _rckeclr dccj r
_em &gr©q I mr b_rcb' ar pb@riming therhearing) SAAd, of tolise persohaf |
rspc md rfc " jme = camkc granding. g arPimpressed & Hyatf itcludestagir f
nmnsn8 #?pc wms pc_bw r mclopuebftnateyial SolAnectiod th the siallesitypedln Mg ¢

post is dout YOU.

Apc_rgle _ ncpagml _j | gdc haldevel encounteredios &web agelr _ww cr m fe Cr
of the ad, which covers the bottom quarter of the  only tiny but also rendered in light grey. (Looking at
gapccl, Fw_rr®©q rfckc garfegl gmspaet _gr ®¢ _bcpmdgaj«q
fe f_qg _ aqggbc’ _p qf mugl endded slighf gheyn th&tdxi isgppakentydesignedt® g «

ufm @fcjn kmbcp_rc kw apaknkegdhbieDraw yourdwn Bociidiogs C
jc_bcpagfgn rm msp epmugl e rﬁrmﬁ@'érﬁ@agﬁ\l{”ké‘l rRa{n&@nﬁSl@CtHéWmd

first Leader is activén Focus on the Family, one of | rspec rfc
rfc umpqgr md rfc #d_kgjwgg s@r&@@%hﬁt%eFrsftfeV\Ydoﬂ%r?a‘i‘egali Pﬁghves k g

very narrowly, and the rest are mostly directyni  and mutual congratulations on the wonderfulness of
tmjtcb gl kgl ggrpgcagqg, QMnhisG®Pk darpmlejw g_qgcb _e_ gl
this post even before | start reading (I note that

rfcpc@©q @CBGEOLSK361« ° jHOWtgnotbuilga science hlog network

j me®©qg r mr _j gs gapg  cpqlhthis ¢tag® an éinsigned posiat dhk idea.or§ kiggn ' *
the first paragraph clarifies what Hyatt thinks bip on February 24, 2011 the Brilliant Statement (or
ging is all about: Brilliant Solution) label applies not to the post itself
Assuming you want to increase your blog traffic, but to the object of discussion, raattempt by E.W.
there are certain mistakes you must avoid to be Scripps to start up a space science blog network. It
sucaessful. If you commit these mistakes, your fra starts with a rousing affirmation of blog networks:
fic will never gain momentum. Worse, it may pta Blog networks provide readers an interesting place
eau or begin to decrease. to read a variety of interesting articles, or otherem
Gr©q _jj _"msr k_picr qf _ pla Theytanpea wyén foDeyepyepe. Techiicallg r | k
ksaf clrgpcjw, Rfc kgaqgr _i dhgy=are ywhtyely igapy t®makenwingthe cugrentms e f |
You post too much. (He ays you need to find your generation of blog authoring software. @ the fu-

adpcosclaw quccr gnmr*« ufhadethyjgpstimegndwogy dmsp rm d
posts a week.) Your post is too logand here he  Then we get to the example. As with many media
praises Seth Godin. He aims for 500 words (the post conglomerates that publish newspapers (and in

gg _pmsl b 66. umpbaqg* s rsonhecadses pverpaidl fdrs those newWapapersbbeda@e
invite engagement (this jg r _drcp f c ©dheyrused to b prof machines), Scripps is seeing
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http://michaelhyatt.com/do-you-make-these-10-mistakes-when-you-blog.html
http://www.idea.org/blog/2011/02/24/how-not-to-build-a-science-blog-network/

npmdgr dpmk | cugn_ncpaq
more heavily into the web.

John Wilpers, the Global Blog Coordinator for
Scripps, offered his approach to fimag and recrui-
ing bloggers for the new network:

| have a team of 25 interns and associates who
scour the web looking for the very best bloggers in
the world blogging about a topic, in this case space.
We have a range of criteria we use to narrow the
hundreds or thousands of blogs down to roughly
200 semifinalists. Then myself and my deputy blog
coordinator dig deeply into each of those semi
finalists to deliver to the editors of a particular pr
ject, in this case the space team, two to four dozen
of the \ery, very best blogs.

Once the editors of the team have had a chance to
review those recommendations and give us their
first choices, we do even more research to be able to
write a very personal, unique invitation to each
blogger so that he or she knows weally do admire
what they are doing and want to give them and

rfcgp 2 p_lb« cvnmgspc ml

(The best bloggers often get blast requests to allow
sites to scrape their blogs and they almost always
reject those requests.) What we offen iexchange
for their content is massive exposure to a new and
qualified audience to get their thoughts and work
out there in a big way.

Qmsl bg emmb* pgefr= Qm

of AstroGuyz got two days befae the network was

to launch® as al,500word commenrdt his blog:

Some good news for you, | think.

At Scripps Newspapers, we have spent a long time
looking for the best astronomy and space blogs in

rfc umpjb* _Ib wmsp 22qrphmESWLP "9 mWdgé_hie mdMeeEPQ
q

ctcpw uccl

most thorough, intelligent, wideranging and @&-
gaging blogs about popular astronomy that we have

f

dcci

You and the 19 other Space bloggers we ape a
proaching are the first norScripps employees to

see it! We are officially launching it on Thursday;,
the 24th [of February, today].

Rf _r©q hsaqr rfc dgpaqr

0/

word for the rest of it, including a clause that would

cddcargtcjw jgaclggc rfec

Qapgnng rm pcupgrc &?2c
QCM nspnmgcgqg, «

Another space science blogger got an extee

ingly similar solicitation, differing only in a few d-

assessment paragraph. So how did this atinw out?

The last minute, shotgun approach to attractinglta
ent was unsuccessful. The 19 solicitations Mr.
Wilpers mentioned, including these two solicit-
tions sent just short two days before launch, were
unproductive. As a of the day after launch, no lge
gers werenwiling tg hayegheir corgent gydicated
in full. Perhaps the interns Mr. Wilpers used to craft

the flattering, personalized messages may not have

hit the right chord. Perhaps the flattery seemed-i
sincere. Perhaps the twday timing was too tigh.
® So at launch, Space Times News is repurposing
public domain content from NASA, and posting
sgh%rt@ﬁcerphs}ha_t Iirnk t0é>'[Ee{ blo%s. ai
uilding a serious blog network involves soliciting
many potential bloggers, with subtlety, research,
and authentic outeach.

c

Rf cpc©q mljw mlc amkkcl

how small potatoesWalt at Randonis: The can-

gqmj gagr _rgm
What of Space Times Ne@dt took a couple of

jectives in the second paragraph and a different

ctcp pc_b* _Ib uc®tc pct gdries butrevemsally dobtigrougid The jmost pecent
@r uf _r pc_jjw k_icqg @2qstgy@the wost reeent stods omduly 14 gl is

_ dated dulyrh4, RO11A) Blogsdinkievebtually does gb
to a group of blogs (including AstroGuyz), none of
which seem to have any posts more recent tharpSe

rfc ~ _xgjjgml gn_ac _I|b
is a combinationof several unique strengths w¥
gle rmecrfcpij

Here is what our primary researcher had to say in
his initial assessment of your blog:

aB_tgb ggqg _ bcjgefrdsj
excitedly about all things space, but focusing esp
cially on astronomyand telescopes and discoveries.
His categories are great: Do It Yourself Astronomy,
Observational Astronomy, Real Science, Astro
News, and Astro Culture. He writes regularly and

tember 2011 Rfc 27?2 msr Sq«

n_

of histories of different Scripps papers, with not a

defunct network that lasted just a few months.

The Cult of Monetization

The target of this July 24, 2011 postby Mitch
Ditkoff at The Heart of Innovatias sketchy enough

tcpw ucjj, 2?1 slbms rchbhj wExcamptsicpdsj | me, «

Wms _jgm 2&r _ji «@smam, friemdlg p p c | voish p ipd @ hickel for every time someone has

comfortable style. Reading your blog is like having asked me if | make money fronrmy blog® and a
amltcpqg_r gml ugr f p ¢ _ j doltanfor @wery time wne offthmse peoplef usep the e
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http://astroguyz.com/
http://www.ideachampions.com/weblogs/archives/2011/07/the_m_word.shtml

@M« word, asking me if ®e found a way tc*mone- Rfc pcgnmlgc dpmk rfc nc

tize«the effort; email pitch would have been fine, frankly, if not for

The word 2monetize<completely repels me. If there the first sentence:

is one word in the English language | could live Hi there,

without it would be that word. Rf r u_gqlor tcpw lgac, Uc q
What? 2Leverages 2incentivize« and 2maximizex to people so they have the chance gétting more
arer®enough? Now we nee@monetize% fgrq ml rfcgp n_ec, Uc®jj k.

Ditkoff goes on to say, in a terse, lively manner, that ~ moving forward and remember if we have anyl-a
“imeegle Im kmpc | cchbgq r mvertsigg oppwtynities with ny g qur cliefts ngt b m
hugging your kids or watching a sunset. This next 0 9o through you.

extractis one where | might look at Ditkoff oddly: Best of luck to you.
Rfc ucgpb rfgle ggq* ufclctBesh Gok _qgicb ~w ucj]j
meaning friends if my blogging has helped me grow Erica
my business, my response is usually tinged with a | »UGU ¢ Ub EA F{eailI)(? Addahe fchais sent

fl“g:'; ;orm of ‘E'GE“S:VGQ‘;S% gr:f\vado,lar;d hocus oyt so therecipientswill get more hits?Sureit was.
«
a -1 o8 -S9P_ ’ Anyway, the exchange should have ended

| confess. My response has not always been auothe rfcpci sr Hmgq c * T-all on & r f c
tic because | have bought into the assumptions, omment back ta Eric® and the re 5" reached the
bms > rg* _I b 2 sqgglcqq _as% 8q< P (5) MR
. : ] et g ‘méSpige: md  an
DING DING DING! Building a brand. Authentic. Tse: aWhatafuckmg b|tchl«

Mf* Tl ctcp kgl bj
We live in an age that is far tofocused on money.
People have confused it with a lot of other things:

Things go on from ther® with a reasonably polite
(under the circumstances) response to Jose and,

like happiness, for example... and meaning.... and 0 IS g rc | pck _dp b Vlv* — pc an W
fulfillment... and the innate thirst to make a cont¥ — st hpmdcgqgmi _| « rr_t
bution to others. rf _r ofas r@]eyan'qemmjgh to get PR pitches

o R N and that she
GOj | swort_tr _I'b G@j | pom? he-cl%o to spread Rhe (fove aro&%chnd%q ¢ p

tlor.1. needsr m . c kmlcr gxcb, « with more_than 150,000 followers_on her Twitter
Evuod» EulG» UEGU3 AEuU UécA)unVs!heE:oulél&blthﬁt Al A%ES3 Uc %0l »
|l UEf Gu C EUEUA 00>»%06 006 » ¥aerAddurse, the people in charge apel
Pardon the language, taken unmodified (as is the gized, as did Jose. Still, quite a story.
UK-style punctuation) from the title ofthis October Rf cpc _pc 21 rp_4dB02_aiq
6, 2011 postat The Blogge®and once again you amkkcl r q, G bgbl ©r <ctcl rp
can assume the post igbout Brilliant Statements  the first few dozen were fun and interesting. Maybe
rather than being an example of them. you have the time.

®Rfc @ meecqq dmpk | cBifdRinkCofnm@nicatidh§ Had the Internet Drop

about a Kardashian sister being spotted in pgnt on its Head

hose, '”C'“d'”9 this line: _ . Cvacnr r f _ The Blogbegsbst doectly® c c
The Kardashia® once again show they are right on gr ©q | mr gl kw Emmejc Pc_b
trend, and this is on (sic) Momm ae all going to John Scalzi wrotethis October 7, 2011 postat

want to follow. Whatevethat points to her post. He also links tais

She responded as she does fwit _j j  ? s | G i@FR céhPetempdrom 2006, and that post

form-letters ~ about  celebritiegloing-shit-no-one- 5 50 good that you just have to read it on your own.
cares_ " msr * « Ahd_hkréjawictfre of Wil g Gr ©q -PRnhe contriasts% bad PR pitch with a
Wheaton collating « &Wcq* r f _r @q E;Jofod_ohe) gr g9gq, '

frankly, strikes me as an entirely approprlgtee{ To be clear, and as someone who both gets rather a lot
_Sponse. (The actual Ilnk_has some good text, indr of PR pitchesand who is also from time to time the

ing reasons someone might be linked there and why subjectof PR pitches himself, the very large majority

rfggqg iglb md NP ggq qrsn 9 b &t PR péorflear@ﬁe@(ﬂlyd@céﬁtcbéoﬁle\%hoamm gars
Ugj Uf ¢ _r ml amjj _rgle N _iny & pasticular@Etl pecwlian pLCap Well as they tag |
Wheaton fan, by all means click through.) namely, trying to raise awareness of their clients and
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http://thebloggess.com/2011/10/and-then-the-pr-guy-called-me-a-fucking-bitch-i-cant-even-make-this-shit-up/
http://thebloggess.com/2011/10/and-then-the-pr-guy-called-me-a-fucking-bitch-i-cant-even-make-this-shit-up/
http://thebloggess.com/heres-a-picture-of-wil-wheaton-collating-papers/
http://thebloggess.com/heres-a-picture-of-wil-wheaton-collating-papers/
http://whatever.scalzi.com/2011/10/07/brandlink-communications-has-the-internet-drop-on-its-head/
http://whatever.scalzi.com/2006/07/19/how-and-how-not-to-market-to-me-when-im-in-blogger-mode/
http://whatever.scalzi.com/2006/07/19/how-and-how-not-to-market-to-me-when-im-in-blogger-mode/

their products to outlets that have a large sery sge-

ble for people to keep up anyway. We put ours on

agdga _sbgclac, G bmloOr k hiatas whiterwe didute olhkhatiwe want ©© do vith k w
email; | even have publicity guidelines  Uf c 1 1 f Gtp\We@o use Facebook and Twitter. Vigie figured
gmkcr fgle GOk gl ramdphendotte b  gd,{'\Wwh Wgrl@fdr U%Uthel%n«
rfc NP ncpgml _I'b G rpw rm fc
k_ic "mrf md sq f_nnw ugrf Elfh% ald Fﬁ)gcl—r, ©%r tB «
Il mr glrcpcqrch gl qucrfgle*Lré©ani a Jr” ag. p
ml G gsgncar rf_r©gq fmu Kk ﬁVIN:G hs'srwhtﬂtheﬂ'yenTrgml
umpi Gr Omgenislthimg. | j w am br ught jUSt because everyone can publis ntent;

L ) gr bmcql ©r kc _| rf_r rfcw qfn
What | find interesting about spit fight between rfoor Gok upml e b rf r L w®
Bloggess and BrarydLmk Communlcatlons_ is that should be publishing content... fine. Then justeb_ B
the folks at BrandLink appear to have an inverted a_sqc ctcpwmlc a_l ns'jgqf an
view of the relationship betv_veen their I.DR fir_m and that anyone Vil care. What advertisin_g agencies are
thﬁ people they_dare F;'tchh'r@Wh'Ch ISh ewdenth learning is that publishing content on a frequent and
when a vice president of the company, t ae one who cansistent a§|s with a.compellin e is otonlya
a_jjcb @ meecqq _ dsa'glecomgnlm%t u‘t|t1sve(il |ﬁ| cﬁ fcp
rf_r awms qgqfmsjb " c dj _ rre¢R ? t cc+ rfgq
tgecuchb pcj| Cf _broelmsef rmo oGy egan ofe mp+|<fated-bécéus€t(her
mrfcp umpbg gr©q\ rfc NP dgnn oth rni’&tereand ent-w, §te
bygn_kkgle fcp gl mv ugrf ap P¢a af_qﬁcr mlr@lr.
entirely irrelevant to her or her blog, rather than .
hoping she will do them a favor by mentioning Joel proclaims that blogglng is about writing anql that
whatever thing they are pitching (in this case, more agencies shouldgtop” | mee gl e ca_sqc

something to do with the Kardashians).

Scalzioffers some pointed comments on that attitude
and notes that by nhow PR companies should know

doing it badly. He ligs six reasons given for blogging,
tcpw ksaf 2 p_I| b "~ sgjbglecx
the wrong reasons. Hisght reasons to blog?

f

rf r arfc Glrcplcr ggq | mmiBgause yoyhavs somethingdosady.s gqc r m b p mn
wmsp fc_b,« Fc mddcpg q mkBecaugeyay aresppssiopate gbquirypugindugtey.r  pr g | e
ugrf @Kmgr NP ncmnjc _ pc Begaaseyouhimpeeing thingstprmoary pegplee r f ¢ g
joo g« _I'b npmaccbg rm kmpc aptekinggbaugya j cqgqml q' ,

Some 65 commen® and it being Whatever Because it helps you to think critically about the
rfcwOpc jmlecp I b kmpc chapgesthayyeugndugtnyfaces. & | b j cqq

flameish) than you might find elsewhere. Well,xe
cept for one jackass who seems to assume there are
sexual hijinks involved athe PR firm.

| get the occasional PR noti®&used to get
quite a few, but some firms havevorking unsub-

gapg ¢ jgliagq, Lmlc md rf

been as errcfilled or offtopic as the one in this ¢
s _rgml, Qm d_p* GOCacartrd-ct
gnml qc, @sr rf _r ©qg k cij
@pcjct _|r« dmp acjc pgrw

| »%60&AT30HAI AGuY EvVvUOR
Reading This)
Rf _r©q rfc qr aidaydo, 201Xpost b
at Six Pixels of Separatidsy Mitch Joel. The lead
paragraph (emphasis in the original):

| don®mind that I@ becoming a dinosaur.
Qcc* fc pc_b | _prgajc
the rise of social medi, businesses are blogging

oA bud ctqlﬂa "¢ e deémqg T diramn

Because you love to write.

Because you have to write.

Because if you had more time, you would write

even more.

Because you feel that othermut there might can-
cnect withrthg eoritegt anbteetcannecpteyauc gt c b f

@ca_sqgqc wmsO©pc I mr "~ jmeegl e
C lard td raakeryourtlégevorkl ¢ ¢ b d mp

_t
d

_ tdhainlfp £detter sed o RRdsénk, everfwithe aec M

sidMal typo (cut & pasted unchanged). Hiseal rea-

T ] me
I mr pgl e i rf _r ksaf
e b[pgs (g:rﬁﬁged and maintained to Build Brands
mp E_ Pc _bcpg8 Rfcw ctclr.
jgrrjc sId_gprm rfggq

Be aCommunications Consequentialist
This post,fhycJesheRGaléh duney 11, 2@ 2t WMeabuee
ofDoust 2@ Nmgqgg | w

«

’

nsrtr

augr
r f sisteublog j b ©q

Cc @ gs«are agencies. And a hotshot at one digital about rationality, sciem c * _ | b nf gj mgmnf w’
k _picrgl e _ ecNohody r¢gadsvagency r belorg n &is 8ectioneitheg®™ sr G hsqgr a_| ©
blogs, and there are so many out thereSiimposs rf _r rgrjc, aAmkksl galrgmlq
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http://whatever.scalzi.com/about/publicity-blurb-and-unpublished-work-guidelines/
http://www.twistimage.com/blog/archives/this-blog-sucks-and-youre-probably-not-reading-this/
http://measureofdoubt.com/2012/06/11/be-a-communications-consequentialist/

jw= Gl _ nmgr rf _r mdd-c p gentfy:bloggicg ismow tHe aijcovlesp thinglyaugan« s |
gr _I'b wmsp nmgrq &qf mpr cdoonthelgtermet 2 upgrc dmp f sk _|I
" p _ gl q tp«darge placks iof text, etc.) including A _pp a_ppgcqg ml gl fggq t
rf ggEseHev®tmgb m  gaspc Ump bwer 38) who blog. You might find the post anss
But presumably not phrases that are not so ing. You might not. He makes it clear in the am-
much obscure as gobbledygook. At least to this poor ment that he was writing (and frequently writes)
gckgjgrcp_rec pfcrmpga ktonguag | waff @ c ib.mc@d oml j iwl he u_
enough about clear writing to have5 books pub- 2EU=0» dU; ¢éb6su2iEu=Av
Il;shed Ey mlajcér I|bra:\3/|/ fpu*bllshers, mglu.dmg ON€ON  Thereare people who are very good at writing with
barag ' U_gri tongue in cheek, such as John Scalzitinis Febu-
Gengen ary 6, 2010 postat Whatever The lead sentence in
the post says a lot about who reads what: Scalzi
What better to follow a group of Brilliant Statements ~ picked it up from Andrew Sullivan posting affhe
(and blogging about Brilliant Statements) than with Atlantic©q 2 B _ g8jbut th& gasf is nothing
gengen, blogging about generational generalz kmpc rf _I _1 cvacpnr dpmk
tions? Jusfour items, all from afew daysin Fepr f cpc©gq Qal_jx@g®q*Frcug« mrf _r
ary 2010. aglapc_qglejw rfc nspdggcu
Blogging: a great pastime for the elderly gle bedgleb _g ncmnjc mtep
] ) Rf gg bmcqgl © gspnpggca- kc rc
Nicholas Carr posted thison February 4, 2010at jority of what people (not just teens, but teens also)
Rough Type used blogs fo® quick updateson line to friends
| remember when it was kind of cool to be a lie and family® Facebook and Twitter offer an easier,
ger. You® walk around with a swagger in your step, friendlier and therefore better solution than starting
a twinkle in your eye. Now i® just humiliating. sn _ ~jme, Gd wms©Opc qr_prgl
Blogging has become like mahjong or needlepoint most folks it makes sense to go there. Later, if you
or clipping coupons out of Walgreens circulars: want the ability for cusomization and a format k-
something old folks do while waiting to croak. yond l1l40character tweets and status updates, you
] can always start a blog. But | suspect most people
Fc©q p oaeqwdnietnestudy on social ne- bml © Ilccb rm ecr rm rf_r r
diaandyoungadults g n_pr md Ncu Gpobtgolnhef use®@f sokial Heid
program of generationgl generalization and labeling, Also, you know. Blogs have been social nged ©q  J _ g r
just part of the ove _ j | Ncu Glrcplecr Wg_nﬂ)©qg chmbléI _HEmFC T gncjj Im
aml ggbcp np_gqgcumprfwo-_1I| bweb glogermycci Tuffer PEFAScY bGPcrp

gram. The study (based on 800 telephone surveys)
shows a significant drop in teen blogging from 2006
to 2009, and since | regard the 2006 figu@8%

of teens and young adtd actively blogging® as
" gqspbjw fgef* gr®©q f _pb
the 14%/15% figures for 2009. One out of seven
teens/young adults actually blogging in 2009till

rpsc rf _r wufecl G | mrec

1998, certain younger folks get that look in their
eye that say®o! No one was evetive then Rf r ©Oq
uf cl G fgr rfck ugrf rfec

Goed timeg, gpqgdltimgsf v rm gq_w _ ms
MK E ? gclqg jc

&Qf msjb rf _r "¢

rf r

a X MK Er«

a ml

gl rcpnpecr _
?q

gcckqg fgef* sljcqgq ~j meergljer gmp befdgd ¢tbcp AaN&u®qg gankj
nmgl r f_tgl e fhutnearly three mey ec i Mf *G©Ok helwebjivey gn r m r
os_prcpg md #mljglc racl q«gight)sk comiMeénts, & whole Bunch FhoreStékC 4
cial networks® | b egt cl rfc J gkigdl thard tAe shdritpost. Yvheh a stream begins
rccl g* « Wwalytsolagvc ¢ k g ugr f aAp ligqg _Ib rpmjjg uc
Rf r© _q ksaf rgkc _gs6©]crgbcwihg*mb_kkgr2gr ssimw«
itself, and by now my bias against Pew Internetis d s | , Hsqr _ ~gr | _rceped 2 FKk
probably welli | mu | rm pcesj _p @aundbwhen idonel was @ajive. éNow get off my
back to Carr. Never one to understate a case,hesaysj _ul , « Qmkc amkkclrcpqg d_j
that a report saying one out of seven teens and (primarily saying that kids have short attention
wmsl e _bsjrqg qr gjexclamagtiame qq nn_slrgq *2 _" srgegld_mrfcp a_qc
point on what a lot of us have come to realize+  amusing set of riffs.
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http://www.roughtype.com/?p=1335
http://www.pewinternet.org/Reports/2010/Social-Media-and-Young-Adults.aspx?r=1
http://www.pewinternet.org/Reports/2010/Social-Media-and-Young-Adults.aspx?r=1
http://whatever.scalzi.com/2010/02/06/in-other-news-im-old/
http://whatever.scalzi.com/2010/02/06/in-other-news-im-old/

P»éuviEiguél AE3 00 T UA ihio White3oraeff-white type on a black background,

This post by Arikiaon February 12, 2010at The _! b gr©q gm sl amkdmpr _"jc r
Millikan Daily also points indirectly to the Pew Well, except that the very first comment nails it:
studyandbgpcarjw rm _ @mm-. X§M madgaspemgw=&uUt e rf _r =«
kmsq @mp_ Xgt i amtegpariment id mjTherruture ef Blogging

which a biology professor had his students create Finally, for this sectd * fcpc®©gq _ ngcac
science blog® in other words,forced blogsZivkovic "N_gq_Il m© A_pr WebrWorker Dailyn nc _ p
q_wq rfc grsbclr " jmeq f gnbvathusidobesobtdvet wokk Daildds fowm!
md r f ck* ®dutore ofthe Blasihas been  apparently been absorbed intGigaOm Carta links

deleted, others stopped posting npm™ _ " j W tothe Pel facqr sbw*« f g rfc _sb_a
rgkc rfc amspgc clbcb« _lb cRlfj Wgmg€c igM8b@&& d1 8 |

. . = q.
_argtc, Xgtimtga _qidq 2Ugwmegber fEWrdarmMpmeelgte! Mrgc g
similar experiences in other forcetdlogging studies: p wo©q wmsl ecp eclcp_rgml , «

Qrsbeclrg rclb rm qgrmn °\imaL gdidsome timé back, bibggiMgGsme Ign! m

longer required to. er The Skny, but it continues to be a useful tool for

In this case, b ml ©r rfgli ecl esomepétopld _ | wrfgle
to do with it. For most people of any age, maintai @s r A _pr _ gcckaqg arpmblemc c j r
ing a blog is a bad use of time and energy, especially and knows what it is:
with Facebook reaching so many more people and | think part of the problem with blogs is that they
Twitter being so easy. | think one out of seven teens  gre too static and dull. We need to infuse new life
and young adultsactively blogging in 2009 is prb- into blogs and make thenmore dynamic. Just as
ably unrealistically high; that students stop doing Flash added a freshness to web sites when it first
gmkcrfgle _drcp gr ©q | m appeateccan the seene,pve neechtb do saethine | ¢ b
coursework should surpris@obody that will change the game for blogging.

This blogger (who graduated college in 2008, The other part of the problem involves the incred
gm d_jjq gl rm rfc seeswifis | e blepsiripking attegtiory span R readers/viene
ent lessons. She sees people who had Facebook Hollywood learned long ago that motion pictures
rf pmsef msr amjjcec* uf m jngth rqzagﬁ Qut aadlgrabv(pe apdﬁalr}ﬁe rlqptsz?\vglay
o mstr ncmnjc _drcp mljw IQN'(I,h'Er g f'rsé 10 mynurgs qrrﬁlﬁea'tﬁ PPNy £ m

ucc I'b ugj) cC gragq _q

. j r, R f
saw examples of what not to do onli®@and who look and feel like music videgs these days. Quick

f_tc jec_plcb #rm I mr nmqr, edtiﬂg"\éﬁd spdialfeffects refgnSuprdnB SeleR | ©T
wantapot | rg_j cknj mwcp rm qGH pulishig iRty had B&d i® queu€ from

more convincing were it not that threguarters of the movie industry and insist that its authors write

young adults and teens (again, if you believe Pew) tighter and more exciting stories.

douse Facebook actively (or did in 2009). Indeed, Gengen incarnate, although freed from one geaer

this post is mostly whining about the possibility tion@r f ¢ 2 gl apcbg jc qfpgligl
that being stipid online could cost you in the job  \yhich is why there are no more long books (you just

market. Consider the final two paragraphs: imaginedHarry Potte}. And Carta has The Answer:

So | think that if we want kids to get engaged with | believe the answer could be the same one tat

blogging, even science blogging at an early age, being touted as the potential savior of newspapers

the_y have to hear messages from th.eir elders that and magazines: The Apple iPad and similar devices,

their any future employe who would judge them plus the new digital newsstand that it will usher in,

dmp cvnpcqqgle rfckagcjtca gdlSdsugydsing thak e lobklafolgs Bhe sand W

want to work for anyway. And then we, as theirgp way we look at newspapers and magazine® itot

tential future employers, need to follow through. a coincidence that many blogs have experienced i

Ufgjc uc®©pc _r gr* G u_Ilr rcmesed subschpfiobscaiter rcltangmg ¢o anmoger r f ¢

remnants of their college ebauchery on the facebook. magazinestyled theme. Imagine providing your

| mean it, bust out the photo albums, scan those pics content in a more dynamic and exciting manner,

and post em. You all have job security! You really have like Wired®demo iPad app:

no excuse to deny your students this joy. Ah, but then we get to the heart of the articRand
Jcr©q r _ji o msr hm’ gcaswgrwic L ofi | rciincalautdlapding , g p& ¢

might say more about this pst, but the blog uses professionalghat oxymoronic term that treats blogs
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http://millikandaily.com/2010/02/12/why-dont-young-people-blog/
http://gigaom.com/collaboration/the-future-of-blogging/

as traditional media. Gotta make your blog available use WordPress software. (In fact, as one commenter

as an ap@ its own app, of course! Gotta have flash! | mr c q * UmpbNpcqqg, amk npm- _
Gotta make your blog look like a magazine! blogging platform, or_r j c_qr uwtatl ©r ¢
Carta then claims that he or she belies ca- was still Blogger Adding WordPress blogshosted
rclr 2ugjj _ju_wqg pck_ gl elsewhaamightpgsh Wig aver thetep.) The featusen ¢ a r
md lw “jme* |l cugn_ncp digsussk® and disgusseda morg detailgtr Word-s p ¢
bmcql ©r gmsl b rf _r u W, Npcgg®© @&ud & panej meegl e* « _
rfpmsef _ djm_rgle rmmj  _p
Technology and Philosophy of Umpbnpecqgq, yandvehdingarious floa
gle rmmj " _pg uf g@withadoo@pc m
Blogglng b mul kcls gm wms a_l apPcj

Does this section combine three different topics? quick-n-easy way to add your own comments and
Probably. Some of these are items alduogging create your own blog post.

technology that bloggers out there might want to G ugjj pcdp _gl dpmk amkk
catch up on; others are about tech blogging; some s qcb gl rfgg amlrcvr, |l gpi

are about philosophical aspects of blogging and chapter in the race to decrease friction in sharing
ufcrfcp gr©q umprf bmgl ewmKpwdctmpbgtcIdWer f Gaamflid ¢q a&c

j _lwe qcargml, asqqcqg arfc nmnsj _pgx_rgml
Full-content RSS feeds harm pagwss, but not “A_l Asp_rgml A_raf Ma=« _
viewership jc md qsqr _glgle grgcjd, «

Rf r © @m’ @cog Mara 6.x2010at P I13 gharlng stuffabout their meals, their stops
boin&boin@q_ b ufgjc é@@b q._ V\? Yan rips ang, I&qitqur‘&yntlg(elr Iwk®rbf’tcf°p5 most

rf_| 2tgcucpgfgn*« fcOq P&an_bﬁ 9 gy 8 i 1 WhE aMs |
word it more strongly: Fullcontent RSS feeds se days. Is throwmg Ilnks at peo le on Twitter (or
should improve readershi® but at the expense of Eacebook or Frlendfeed) really curation? See the
direct page views (and, thus, potentiahd rewe-  firstsentence of this paragraph.

nues® unless you add ads to the feed). WordPress Makes it Easier to Switch to Your Own
Gr ©q _| mbb bggasqqegml Hostng sqgc gr©q _gkcb qos _p
ly at the real reason some blogs exisfoney money t©g mj b I cuq* “~sr gl a_qec

money. The background is a call by one higprofile this Stan Schroeder itenbn October 5, 2010at
“jmeecp dmp "] meqgvr mPQQduwhghabkgpalls it dut (il you fan get to the text
(if a blogchargedor RSS feeds and gets away with through the maze of ads). Namely, if you have a

gr* gr ©q _| ml j gl ¢ ®&and a q j WordPresf.cong Hlog, Hewide tomgvie @ tonyolr own
response that agrees but wonders whether ftékt bmk gl &qrgjj sqgl e UwpbNp
feeds will harm traffic. ing $12/year, WordPress.com has an OfésRedirect

Rfc umpb 2rp_ddga« gq featurg nwmchdwill gefmanently segirect pgoptee e c p
bml © | cacqgokpygjmd rrfpg |did gipm thesd/cedpPress.&om plog to whatever URL you
likely to think in terms of engagement, community,  specify. You can even change the redirect.
readers.The money quote (I use that term advisedly) The comments seem to mostly be attacks on
is from areally high-profile blogger who saw stagnant  WordPress.com, some of them for having the awda
pageviews after switching to fulbontent feeds, but ity to ask formoney for valueadded services.

growing readersm ,  Rf _r " j me ga 8 pidgfarenet dehdIthe] dreCon rtnrﬁepvacatlon

rum kgjjgml « n_ectgeuq n goosays Bt inthidMihe $b—2010 bt A T
link in the boingboingpost; this other blog clearly Blog Around The Clock

bmeal ©r lccb kw jglijmtc t is always funny.to hear how@blogs,are dyi

Pi 8AViOoU&EY%S 3 600&AT 33 %E 4 Exforibhed In @roﬁegasMoy%QSlhreyﬁ% Ua %i |
Feature ing to Twitter. It® funny how that works- you see

Marshall Kirkpatrick posted thison June 1, 201Gat fewer posts on a blog, or a couple of bloggers going
ReadWriteWs® | b hsqgr gm r fr-c pc @%2summgrhigug gnd thersky is falling!

standing, that biggest platform is WordPress. Or, Coturnix says ther®q ~ c c | _ gskdcp ¢

rather, WordPress.coma large subset of blogs that ging every summer since blogging started, for the
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http://www.boingboing.net/2010/03/06/full-content-rss-fee.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+boingboing%2FiBag+%28Boing+Boing%29&utm_content=FriendFeed+Bot
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http://en.blog.wordpress.com/2010/06/01/we-all-like-to-reblog/
http://mashable.com/2010/10/05/wordpress-redirect/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Mashable+%28Mashable%29&utm_content=FriendFeed+Bot
http://scienceblogs.com/clock/2010/06/20/no-blogs-are-not-dead-they-are/

SQgs _j gskkcp pc_gml g, r-@s
time lull:
Today, there is a plethora of different platforms that

are more suitable for various activities that in the
past hal to be done on a blog. Quick links or brief
statements can be placed on microblogging pla
forms like Twitter, FriendFeed and Facebook. Some
things that are a little longer, or a little different
(photos, videos, quotes) are best posted on sne
oblogging plaforms like Tumblr and Posterous.
Rfc emmb mjc®© "~ jme ggq
stuff and remains the platform for long form essays
only, at least for some bloggers.

So, what a blogger used to do only on a blog is now
distributed across several platims. It is pretty short
ggefrcb rm hsbec _ “j®eecp
one needs to evaluate the activity of the person across

all the platforms: short form on microblogging se

vices, medium form on mesoblogging services, and
long form on macroblogang services.

Rfcl Amrsplgv r_jiq _fims
dinated and systematic use of multiple platforms

rmu_pbg bctcjmnkclr md _
kmpc _ "msr gr gl rfc nmq
_lccb dmp _ I cu glcepk bmnp
dmp kc* “~sr GOk dpcosclr

shazzy neologisms are concerned.

Of the handful of comments, one by John
McKay stands out (and Coturnix does indeed @tc
sionally write longish posts):

L m, Gr ©q rpsc, Rulacedrblogs. f
| always publish my 7000 word plus illustration
ngcacq tg_ Rugrrcp _I b GO

word manifestos on Twitter.

Is It Time to Stop Blogging and Start an Email
Newsletter?

Matthew Ingram asks that (to me) bizarre question
in a July 7, 2010 post aGigaOn® and he means a
subscriptioronly newsletter, of course, as i8$prof-
it$$!!! Jason Calacanis did exactly that in 2008, but

I mu Q_k Jc g®agd sihge Léssir i€ ongy r
ofEge Mk ©q rwnc md ncmnjc
he alsostarted a subscriptiomewsletter service.

Lessin says he started blogging (in 20®&e
u_ql ©r c¢cv_arjw _ ngmlccp
gcr md em_jg«8 Slbcpgr |
online identity, intellectual rigor and being takenes

| mu

acgmrOgl | mrj dsgmdr P evgrgvek K8 ¢
_u_w a@gldmpk_rgml « gd wms °
bgbl ©r gmkc > mbw rcjj kc ~ _ai

Cites & Insightgor in 1989, when | agreed to serve
on the editorial board of, and write forPublic Access
Computer Systems Revjiew early Gold OA journal)?

And others are doing it! Nate Westheimer (arfot
cp clrpcnpclcsp’ ugjj 4 ccn
depth startup tips and ther thoughts through his

npckgsk, |l cugjcrrcp, « Kgaf _cj
he e ith it BB a f k-7

~

t eehédwsldtter—
Not everyone agrees that moving from a blog to a
subscription newsletter is a good move, however,
particularly for startups and entrepmeeurs® since
sharing your ideas with a ?roader audience can
faveits dwh \§afue, es}ﬁ'eciélly When ybuna%weH-J LU
known. Former investment banketurned-
entrepreneur Steve Cheney recently described how
he asked Hunch cdounder and angel investor
Chris Dixon for advice on what he should do to
r raiSe khig brd¥ila, _amgl rDixdn eespondedStart a @ mm
"jme, « Gr©q .umprf Imrgle rf _r
SeveinBythred commeisGtarting Vath thi®dhe®q  _ ~ gt
I Seriod@® But the Wb 2. @niBlerhet laiytt B thdt f ¢ P C C
C thef\VBIWE of theKvéb lw&s @annbcting people toope
jnW cypgt €kg ggneag _Jglwfumepes
tened to the lesser half of their own personality.
Otherswr f gs rjcp nmglrqg rm
silly enough as a general question to deserve silly
pcgnml gcg* GOb q_w,
Bloggink.Mmhis is abowt blogding.
This post appearedNovember 1, 2010at Traversing
h1e I-Cfasﬂﬂ@c_ I mesg P@]q wr_ns ‘] grrje-kwqr
gan with a link to a post elsewhere, a post that has
since been taken down. Excerpts:
Blogging will not replace other forms of media. This
is not its goal anywayCertainly for me, it was a way
of practicing and practising writing. Doing this in a

©

k _

ns jga u_w u_q bcqggelcb dmp |
task. Feedback would be an additional benefit. Blogs,

do, on the other hand, provide a good analysis of

various i in. many. ga in. the scieptific -
bogosph?nt-:é3 Zﬁgﬁayjthey%ajeﬁﬁ@w% ﬁcgu%tg $n3 P

treat the subject in greater depth than any of theatr

ditional media. So we can agree that they are alu

gld. Perhabsmoredvaiuatie han théy @ppehr to most® b ¢ d g
b gebpk, as' SttbRosekberddBcudse’ in thigfasdneL ar gl e

ing pieceon_j meegle* cknmuapkclr |

pgmsqgjw, ?f* “sr _drc® r uaxlwc npanoceitan@gi repunmio that post j rf _r
« sr _bbcb rf _r fc dcjr upwgnapdthentriguingieastiergma  ~ j me rf _r 1
_t_gj_"jJjc dmp dpcc r m- p cThebbogggr then regpondscty assertongniagejatthe b g g ¢
genuous if not straight hypocritical given mytsng now-gone post about the difficulties of blogging:
"cjgcecd gl rfc t _jsc md gHasyrnopstart, hagdrtol maiGtain; Needjtogkeep itmof _ r &
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http://traversingtherazor.wordpress.com/2010/11/01/blogging-this-is-about-blogging/
http://www.wordyard.com/2010/10/08/blogging-empowerment-and-the-adjacent-possible/
http://www.wordyard.com/2010/10/08/blogging-empowerment-and-the-adjacent-possible/

stant]ly] updated; otherwise you lose potential fo use of the permalink (permanent link), which gives

lowers; [Difficulty of putting] thoughts into words; each idea a place to live and thrive. While Facebook
Apcbg gjgrw _Ib rfc mjo _ Rk gonglwlly@é@v@_egpermagnks,aSﬂWeIL
t uth Js t, Indiyi ideas those flow .
Gr ©q _| glrcpcgrgle qcr ba@e% mg{dlgj dolé arlepghoughsﬂlt?gt ncj,se“fo?]é\q cal

r in the original. . .
ead in the origina meaningful conversation to accrete around them.

_Uss% P ou¥, o GOk I mr ksaf md _  rwegcrcp
This December 14, 2010 posty Abigail Goben, the  ephemeral to meFriendfeed discussions, which tend
Hedgehog Librarianis another one best read in the g pe Jonger than tweets but shorter than posts, feel
original® _| b gr ©q qf mpr, Lmrgpmgesihfained B wedis bt mofdedneral than kK W
rules forCites & Insigh8  Gr ©q ~ _qcb  mlposf MKiCall MAMS sénedifferéfl media for di-
conference speech, a speech (by Maggie Stiefvater) atferent use® and fits right in with the idea that fewer
KidLitCon. (As aruc * G bml ©r amk k gebgie arB'bloggthg, Be®Hud® most of what mosv-pe

hand conference reporting: Once burned, forever shy.) ple want to sayisc nf ckcp _j * b | mu

@r gl rfgg a_gc Em cl Otyoaber ookt t6saydndse fhigs. "M9Tra _ " ms

blogging and appending her own thoughts. Rf roq hsqr ngcac md
Some points are old (or newer) standbys: The gr c ke | q h S_q r uf _r gr _q

world does not need another blog, foexample. e difficult to find ideas raised on older tweets or
Others are questionable generalizations (Blogging is gatys update®gd wms bgbl ©r p-j me

a conversation). Some may not get said often [ .| &dmp rfc jmle thatimk:’ F
enough (Blog writers should be blog readers). And aj sbcq | gbc G f bl ©r D
at least one is real food for thoughBoring people 51 belongs in a Twitterfocused essay), under the
offline = Boring people online. And sometinse in- fc bgle 2Rfc Ncpgjgq md N
teresting people offline = Boring people online. [emp_hasis added]: -
Gl _lw a_gc* em pcm-b 7 &lo(v:v, Tl Shd other drelivaidd Blts ofdnf®

gnents are brief and to the point. ?he closes with mation Erovide_an important rd}; in the ecosystem.

uf_r _pc wmsp j meegl e pdigpk thédnfost imporfart psycholdgical $hthy " P S C
with many of us, got few takers. Well, one, actually. rgml md Rugrrcp gq rfer gr

IfYou) v Ei 00 &AT 3 020s0200) ywnessayetptgadey alggf cpc©q | m ams

. ; unread items, and very little social cost to telling a
Rf _r ©q @nlJanjaryB. 2@ &t his eponymous friend that y&u missed th?ir.twet. That convenience

N 9~ . L
hJ me .= ms_ r h K _hl r{fg le gliyg r s Pafiar sStial accmmddation fs iﬁcredfblﬂaluable and
Thompson_piecearguing that shortform messages an important contribution to the web.

encourage longeform meditations elsewhere (one | H b i | . ¢ wh
discussed in April 2011). Dash is the kind of high owever, by crealing a lossy environment where
: . gl bgtgbs | ruccrqg _pcn-bgqgnm
profllg blogger who gets called by Clive Thompson, vironment where few will build the infrastructire
resune gl rfgq osmrc dpmk RfmKBH Fdaddmoft Méatingtil Bonversations
@G q_tc rfc jgrrjc qrsdd thanpouldRoe gatalyzed by a twhet. In mangways,| j w
ufcl G f_tc gmkcrfgle ~ ge tismegns tNé best tweets forj atvaneingmn ideh &g
Dash put it. It turns out readers prefer this: One those that contain links to more permanent media.

Zirvzfeffhin% tfgt ghnee?iséop;algzsb;ﬂga\?gff; Interesting stuff, and one reason | believe blagg
y 9 T ge. . as a wholas no more likely to disappear than, well,
B_af aqa_wqg fcpc rf_r 2" geintbBdkCafld nf@dazinesc acda_pgjw ke _|
gknmpr _1r9 gor EC—'q gbc_1q Aﬁsé&nrintereégtggmc%rﬁh%ﬂ%tremgi? gp rf
/2. af __p_arcpg*« wufgaf fsi8nall)qseli@é}ving( Wheh a VoxXDEISon sy Jou G

_pc,« ?lb rfcpc©q rfgqs should really be saving audio messages rather than
More importantly, our ideas often need to gairac- i meegl e Fvngtekl gl e <

tion and meaning over time. Blog posts often age
into something more substantial than they are at

Blogging is Dead, Long Live Blogging

their conception, through the weight of time and Rf _r©q _ ncpcl |l g_] rgrjc 1
perspective and response. t _pg_rgmlqg & GOk g_tgle k mc
And blogs afford that sort of maturation of an idea another time, probably inTHE BACK). In this case

uniquely well amongst orihe media, due to their gr ©g Hmc A nopé&ebmparyj2j201inuthpegr gl
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http://hedgehoglibrarian.com/2010/12/14/maggies-8/
http://dashes.com/anil/2011/01/if-you-didnt-blog-it-it-didnt-happen.html/
http://www.wired.com/magazine/2010/12/st_thompson_short_long/
http://www.wired.com/magazine/2010/12/st_thompson_short_long/
http://blogs.villagevoice.com/runninscared/2011/02/blogging_is_dea.php

Village Voice blogs Fc qr _prqgq ~w | mpgl &c2 Rkc nClplg min@whichgmostf c b r
@j me e gHeleuarg 1, 2011 piecdoy Dan Duray ncmnjc umsjb amlggbcp _ ~jm
in TheNew York Observer Rf _r ngcac algvg wec jnj_*p @@k nf gl Amga_pc]

not sure what to say, but what can you do with an up what the Observerarticle actually seems to be

overreaching paragraph like this one: saying about blogs:
Whatever blogs have become, there seems to be un To recap: blogs are both short and long, except when
versal agreement that the format that made them rfcwOpc “mr f 9 rfcw pcjw ml
ubiguitous- the reversechronological aggregation & agammng*« cvacnr haybreihe-r f cw a_
companied by commentaryis not long for this world, verseaf pml mj mega _j mpbcprr " s [ r
_I'b Kp, B c-frianatyl rebegigngnauid reeem k_rrcb jgic k_e_xglcg* gl uf g:
to be the best evidence of that. In fact, the decline of | used a terse definition of blogs years and years ago:

the blog has come so quickly, one has to wonder

: : Websites consisting primarily of stories displayed in
whether we ever reallfiked the medium at all.

reverse chronological order(Those may not be the

Universal agreement in 2011 that blogs are exact words.) Try to add to that definition and you
doomed? And some incredible rapid decline? Give ryn into trouble® j r f msef gd wms ©Opc g
ke _ “pc_i, Sljcaggq 2sl gtiagnHe ddath of K Medilingl nafrdwihdgithe @edinitibnf P C C
fmrgfmrg G f_nnclcb rm  aofthat Medium'isalvllys Hdgllod ldead r nj _gl |

geclqgc, 2?1 b= gr ensnpduligrateds rg,o g 7&ifs ol gBAt hiSgher (and gpetson)

nonsense. The article is aboublogs as businesses . .
Meredith Farkas posted thign July 19, 2011at In-
and mostly features entrepreneurs who have Better : ; :
y P formation Wants To Be FreBhe blogs less sinceeb

Ways to Monetize Writing. It all seems to come back ) . : .
to that Uberauthority Nick Denton and his Better coming a mothe®_ st qf ah@uk;ng gboug | |
blogging. As for Twitter as a substitute, she asks a

Idea for Gawket uestion | also wonder about:
Amga _pc | prggagh nthy payg rall that q , ' o
| wish | could be more of a Tweeter, but | find it

needs to be said about the Duray article: even more difficult to find my rhythm in that ne-

As a blogger working on a blag blogging, really® dium. | can®just sit all day at work with Tweetdeck

gr mljw dccjg _nnpmnpg_rc oﬂﬂeﬁbecgugetitraiétr%cts h&tom WERoriek doP 9 —

amj skl * Npcgg Ajgng* rm &R gc(hoﬁ&i&%geoﬁl]éjdo @bt@rﬁi%&ulall?/ et %I

rfggq ucci ©qg Lcu Wmmweatved g c p thinddoneSen redlly chrioddif M

narrow and winding feature, the Observer sets out . < .

to proveRucj j * uf _r* pc_jjw= @185 al’Ifsgrq eppc_—anJ*W _angjq bmul !
l cugn_ncpg a_jj 2arfc nmgl rletofagssitk@ a bloggernl like the agypclrenicity

pc _bqg8 2aUf _rctcp °jmeq f _t@ittlikeanpilnéssing thinge (ny RS$ ¢eadergwill

to be universal agreement that the format that made hold everything until | have time to take a peek). |
them ubiquitous® the reversechronological agge- like long-form writing (both my own and othergp |
gation accompanied by commenta®yis not long like being able to really process my thoughts about

dmp rfgqg umpj b* fiebdlytep, B c3omain@i@theythambpiiiting out my firstimpre-
bcggel umsjb qgcck rm °~c rf &onlgkegesilyheing phie|tosee othed peedae- r | «

Like we said yesterday, Gawker Media is rolling out actions to blog posts in a single space. | know so
a redesign Are redesigns, grouped with Tumblr, many people who have given up blogging for Tiwi
Twitter and Facebook, murderous? ter and | totally understand why they like it. The

: S immediacy. The ease of commenting. The fact that
He responds to his own questlon.a it® a social wodl and not just one perso® blog. |

Lm, Lmrfgl e* g9q bc _Gbser- mp ¢ Gy f ana_lpaa"'ﬁ/vftt&*coﬁ]e Gt o years earlier, |

e©q cbgrmpg* ufm upgrc rfc gopapf wdlih Rale intdglatBhlit iftd my'idie NS dr

like every editor has known that before them, bu mation diet and online social world much more
? b ¢ ® anyfinality or bold proclamation, reall® is easly. | often feel sad because | know | feel likéi
a lightning rod. But it does the work a disservice too. losing touch with many dear friends in our profe-
G rfgli Amga_pcjjg | _rgj q sionfbg notlbeing snpheitter mrdGoofles- pr Fee©q h ms
nalg g k _q ueligs jor8 a j&ded, Hearffom book more often, but | have come to accept that
army of New York City men, quoting just seveaf multitasking just does®work for me.
them, zero of whom have more than one degree of Rf c | amkc fcp rgng* _ftb rfec

separation from any other«  Wc n , Q _ k c fermg dodesize) patagraph on each tip (Fleas likes
mj b, Dmp rf _r k_rrcp* grjog ecpk :nmgolreg r i br bmcg 2f ¢ kne
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http://observer.com/2011/02/the-end-of-blogging/
http://meredith.wolfwater.com/wordpress/2011/07/19/tips-for-being-a-great-blogger-and-good-person/

quoting the boldface leads, sometimes with myown u g j j gfgdr fgg bcdgl gr gml

note in (parentheses): his argument.

e e e ets, GBI _bkgr rf 1 G f b |
Authentic as in Convincing UsYour Brand Is Owyare a u_a. Rs p \gb Shaiegi@dne ©q  _
Really You.) fgq . msr« n_ec dc_rspcq

kmbc* kmslrcb kgic _1I b _jj

U Sometimes you have to ignore your inner
critic. (Go read this paragraph. NowSome of
the most important and welread essays in
Cites & Insights_j k mq r bgbl ©r
because of my inner critic.)

strive to deliver insight on disruptive technologies
and their impact on how large companies oo
e unicate with fhgjreedstomers« Mf * ucj j *
thatdq aj c_pcb snj

U | appreciate longer, more thoughtful posts

U0 Selfdisclosure is great and also can berte
rible. (Another one you just have to read.)

U Accept criticism gracefully (Farkas is douly
less better at this than | am, butkeep trying.)

U Engage in conversations

Seriously good stuff. Entirely relevant. And while

D_pi_q qragj]j bmcqgl ©r

(typically one to three posts a month), her bloger

mains important™ ca _s qc qf c ©q

blogger and writer.

Chance.

Another case where one blogger is discussing- a
other writer, the other writer having just issued
some sort of elegy for bloggingn this case, Mark
Evans posted thison December 28, 201kt Mark
Evans Tech amkkcl rgl e ml
Emj bcl ?ec md Rcaf
cember 27, 2011by Jeremiah Owyang at his epe
ymous blog.

These two are both discussing what they seem
to define as a specific field: Tech bloggjn And
Owyang leaves no doubt in his opening paragraph:

That® right. Wege at the end of an important pér
od. The tech blogosphere as we know it, is over.

Why? Because corporate acquisitions stymie @n
var g ml & I b f |1 bdsj md

i meMuWwgl g ddmu gr 44

acl bd_rh¢ gl

@beme e g & 1 @ f

Rf cpc ©q
[emphasis added]:

r And shouldrBhe su risi[]géops%e bL?irPﬁ S fels«

Back to Mark Evans. He says:

You have to give Owyang credit for publishing a post

with a catchy headline during a slow news week, but

GOj j nmjgrcjw r_ic gggsc ug
been amazing to sesuch vibrant and extensive ae

erage of technology over the past years, how does

"fica ¢ € Bigh

bml ©Or egtc Muw_I| e apcbagr

&ENAY *and " daghang furlikkSDuray (earlier),
Muw _ | e

The Golden Age of Tech Blogging is Over. Nota b mc gl ©r _
people moving on as indicating some End of an Era.

j _kec
dcu

a_| or
gcc

Evans c b gr
ampnmp _r

The realty about technology is change is constant.
Nothing stays the same or lasts forever. Companies
come and go, blogs emerge out of nowhere ahén
disappear. Tech analysts become big stars, and then

r€p 8_arRfepmsl| b, Gr ©q
ME OGP S W MaTF1Prm 1t

has come to an end, | think the tech blogging ma
icr gg ctmjtgle _ draltopee
some more large blogs be acquired because success
attracts higher valuations, which rewards entrepr
neurs for all their hard work.

rcopj

kmpc* gl ajsbgl e r

& r C i

< - Vi but, truth be told,most hlggge (o]
jmeg _pc cvncpgclagle k_%ﬁ’;ﬁ( r ¢ foi ?gcfggwﬁlﬂijﬁlgbﬁ% &ugr

three examples! certainly proof of a universal
trend® | b G escgqg uc®©pc r
arfc _sbgclac« u_Ilraq
(and, of course,there is only one audience)l b
spa®@ matures, business models solidiygiving
pmmk dmp | cu
figure out that sentence either before or after cka

2dGqogp*
aggl ©r _ g

ments. (Looking back at Owy | e ©q
bggpsnr mpg,bqp _REmllegm _pPmj Ecpqgq*r 8 raf ¢ ©Oq
Fmjj wummb,

e morrey and those who
ays }o %enerate revenue.
g npm |

new
meq fcpc'9
gknmpj cpgcdbr gmalgmy I«
Fgef Npmdgj an- g M
nmqr * G

Rf _r 2 ec« u_q(

ing the paragraph, although it becomes clear that 1960s. Yes, there were many great films made-du

Owyang regardsnaking a living at bloggings esse-
tialtobimeegl e “cgl e

ing that period; yes, it was easier to experiment with
g s a a ¢ q q ansdium-bubget_flicks grathérnbar bfockbuster® w

blather about new forms and new media. Reading " sr gd wms©tc¢c j mmicb ~ _ai
just a few of the 96 comments, | see that Owyang most of them were pretty bad.
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t d then anaghegahour later changing
The Power of Bl o atggﬁsﬁﬁig, ggeg

etc. The mainstream media also
iqgafmj _pgfgn* cqqgq_wqg? h mshave to inageccdrrectionS if tieik irgtial reportangere r f ¢

importance of blog posts (and a few related items). inaccurate. Tlere is nothing new about that.
Defining the Journalism vs.oBbing Debate, with ~ Breaking news is only the What, Where and When,
a Science Reporting Angle not the How and Why® typically provided by po-

Rf r©q Amr s gnlMareh 30, r2008at 4 | efessional journalists, and in some ways more @ff

Blog Around the CloclAs happens not infrequently asjr dmp ®=Agrgxcl Hmspl _j gq
post® a little over 10,000 words (say 12 to 14 pages  @Pout a year ago? Who did the best reporting? The

of Cites & Insightsmore or less). A few excerpts: guy who lives in the first house next to the bridge.
He was there at the moment of the event. He ran

Wms i I mu G f - t ¢ “deahl of d mj j (faB\HngahdetookrpiEtL?res. Bie talked to the passerg
newspaper$ bc " _r c* bloggersuscjpty _ g9 Sng neighbors. Many knew him and trustebdim. He

nalist bec” _rec* _1b 2bm uc | cqghindiged fthé fescul Grid MBS pe
debate for a long time now. What | haveound® ple he rescued. And he posted all of that on his blog

and it is frustrating to watck® is that different pe- in as close to Real Time as was humanely possible.
ple use different definitions for the same set of

umpbg _Ib nfp_qcq, 2Lcuqe«E9taGlnhdrgi ekMaajcpgche_ bgbl
anpcgq«* 2ahmspl _jggk«* 2a@W_ W4 &EEOdcpll Me&e cpAGidenl- * d mp
aagrgxcl hmspl _jgqr«*ta 2] HMPnPInclpgd¥ , @« aRkEPiCgapc j mrq
timl «* cra, _pc bcdgl cd bgdde mgdefinition of BreakidyNews:Clrfoenting then ¢

ple. Usually they do not explicitly define the terms, world about novel, unpredicted data about the

but it is possible to grasp their definition from ao- world in as close to Real Time as possible.

text. Sometimes, people use one definition in their
initial article, but once the debate heats ughey
switch the definitions. Some define terms too
broadly, others too narrowly, depending on their
own background, biases or agendas. Some make the
error of using several of those terms intercharage
bly, where a clear distinction exists. Thus, in many

What is the difference between Breaking News and
Reporting News? lthink an important difference is
in predictability. If we know that something new-
worthy will happen at a particular time and place, we
can have whatever infrastructure and equipment is
needed in place to capture and broadcast that info
- " mation in real time We can send camera crews and
of the debates, it is a conversation of the deehe reporters to a football game or horse races, or to a
opponents do not understand that they actually meeting of the City Council, or to Congress when it

_epcc &mp _jjgcqg bmlOr qcc igffsedsion! dr fo'NewGribafs—ak kaHfinaligldl - € PC c’
because they do not use the terms the same way.

npm_afgle* mp rm _| ctclr wufg
Qm fc©g bcagbcb rm npmt gblcc ufqgeg ° smllegmy tldngul gu ggoal &g f &1 1 b
addto several other discussions). nami in Indonesia a couple of years ago). We can

Dgpgr* rfcpc©g “pc_igle eyertautﬂnate_same of thag stuff, @ de WeBtRRrgstock
. ) market tickertape, Racing Form, just off the top of
Something (Event A) happens at Time X. Nobody :
. my head. Do we need the Turing test? Who cares, as
could have expected or predicted that A would jra . .
. longasthedata pc k_bc pc_bgjw _t _gj_

pen at all, or at least that it would happen at the pa o ) ) )
ticular ime X. ltisanewda _ nmgl r, Lmr -“Youcanigad Lhﬁ grigina for discussion of the imte

yet, just data. It may be interesting or important |l cr ©q ge _bt_Ir_ec mtcp rg
enough to notify the world that A happened. aj _ai md jgkgr g, «
The key to breaking news is speed. It needs to be So, my definition of Reporting News: Informing the
pcj_wcb _qg ajmgc rm Pc_j Rgvkrld aboagt noveh yaf prédjctabje data about the
Twitter works well for breaking news: Mst bits of world in as close to Real Time as possible, using e
breaking news are 140 characters or less. He figures Ner personal or automated reporting systems.
rp_bgrgml _j kcbg _ &fc©q@Squk%%g‘c_lracb_@@kg_)qiq_gtldN mEr s p
l cugn_ncpgq' qgf mu sn _° ms seemsgnorg gpmcerned \yith plogging pn;some days.

How about accuracy? As the premium is on speed, ~ Hereé, | think, I can add nothing more to his own
accuracy check has to come later. How many times ~ discussionof science journalism.

have you noticed breaking news on CNN saying He distinguishes Reporting News from News
there are 6 dead, then 30 minutes later changing Analysis (a fuzzy distinction these days, given that
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the local daily newspaper around here deliberately
more devoted to analysis than to reporting as such).
?21lb* _q wmsObrétengaktd B¢
t I r_ec« dmp rfc uc™ mtec
comes to news analysis. Since Coturnix seems to
celebrate the bankruptcy of traditional media, |
escqgq rf_r©q gknmpr _1Ir,

So, my definition of News Analysis: Turning a data

set into Information by connecting it to other relt

ed datasets and providing meaningful context and

explanation.

reprint of a two-daysold Krugman editorial. How
many locally produced news? Very little. Reports
gfrgngtgemeiilngs o_f th_e City Cc_;uncil or School
p Bo;xrdp Nqﬁ)eg pvsspﬁ;gtl!e jrepon;_yr_}g?bZﬁr(l I hapfa cl
you have a birdcage thatmneeds lining or-own a fish
storethat needs cheap wrapping paper.

G _k _k_xcb “~w Amrsphegv®©
manages to know that these false statements are true

of every local metro paper &SI j cqq %kcrpr
cial word that excludes newspapers with locaé+

porting, investigative r@orting and other stuff like

Rf r®© dmj j mucbhb " w ba'afass'a:a'a mMf *mdf Sq a'afcd laicd | 2cfuvyn
anal;?sis. | o gsqurvive.q qu CitedUSA Todalg (‘i a’ ge* gvqu r
emmb n_ncp« &ufgaf mtcpqr _

| rather like his definition of investigative repds
ing: Investigative reporting is uncovering ata and
information that does not want to be uncovered.

Coturnix continues his celebration of the web
killing off everything else as he discusses othes-a
ncarqgqg md kcbg_* _I b fc®©qg
the music industry, it is now Kkilling the newpaper
~_q ucjj,« Md amspqgc* rfec
near dead (and the newspaper industry is congide

opinion). He dismisses the rest as worthless. Of
course, he mentions sciemcreporting in newsp-
pers and says this:

Science reporting in newspapers? Dead. Because the

pewspagers 3¢ d@ad.ﬂ' he few mepg pap?rsptl"@t b w

survive will have good science coveragé by a stable

ClicFoft ek of Sl afh g 19 dbcacboarp f ¢ P

cade
expertise on the topic. The hyperlocals, if 1;1 y have

- ;W _pe_c_p * ST _Uf c W MS Seihffic JBmeunity Icﬁl (hs'the'Tia Ief mu
uc _pc _jj hmspl _jgara, doksh wil Hae goddToRallyBevad IciefBSdd Cbgr |
Qm* gl bccb* 2qgagcl ac  jeraye. ©thePrde, theydnll have noe. Mdbtaddkicd a
hmspl _jogqgqrqg _q wucjj, « K_ wbeat,repoters will, like their colleagues covering

Then it starts to get offensiveHe defines news-

n_ncpg rfsqjw8 &Lcugnecnc
cq md n_ncp ugr f grsdd
continues with the reasons newspapensustdie. He
bmcql ©r

l cugn_ncp* rfc afmgacgq
regards it as significa® which, given his tendency
toward verbosity and constant assurance that more
is better, is hardly surprising.
Sometimes, in his ongoing discussion or den

gratonofnewgn _ncpg* gr ©q hsaqgr

If you are not in Manhattan, go out and buy USAT

day and your local metro. Take a good look at both.

Which one do you like better? Which one of the two

do you think will survive? Which one of the two you

wish will survive? | betthat, almost everywhere in

the USA you may be (and | guess there are equiv

lent examples in other countries), the answer to all

those questions is: USA Today. Why?

No, not at all. | like the San Francisc&hronicle
much better thanUSA Today| hope it suwives. His
description of local metros is insulting:
Your local metro will consist mostly of advertising,
AP stories, syndicated columnists and comic strips,
horoscope, a local mouthbreathing epd writer
spouting rushlimbaughisms and, if you are lucky, a

other beats, have to find new jobs. It hurts, but it is
p a fectpf life. Thergig ng going gk NgWmmagc ngc
| candyl speeakifor theThronidlebind Ravick Perlthanb
& I b mrfcp pcnmprcpqg f c©Oq

_ail muj c lasect of & ¢ jusbng @uk. (It@s@rde that our local weekly, thende-
Qoentiemthat stréng locdbsciéntelcéramyandg@en i

fc
that Lawrence Livermore Lab is so important locally,
rf r®©q qa_pacjw s fanbetteggl e,
science writer than those on the localeekly.)
As for blogs, he maintains the same simplicity |

woélid:) ] w8

Bloggers are people who use blogging software.

Blogging is using the blogging software. Period.

2ars _jjw* Imu rf_r G rfgli
bmcqgl © f _tc rm sagsen_jj ngegel g
blogging software, but there are blogs that use it.

Fc©gq pgefr rm q_w rf _r r
7.# md rfck _pc ap_n ggq _°
rfc bgpcar bcdgl grgml, & Mb

trash all newspapers because some, maybost, of
them have problems. | guess it only works one way.)

There follows lots of philosophical discussion
of what happensas newspapers finish dying (none
too soon for Coturnix, apparently); if you have the
patience, you can read that in the original.
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| probably gave this post too much space. While run to several thousand word® because they need
some of his definitions are sound, the piece as a that much space.
ufmjc ggqg _ddcarcb ~w @gsaf WhanpoutCip ME jmakingPCThat enmneditgr r p
bgrgml _j kcbg_ umprfjcgqumsib ¥rfte jmjeécpmshccvarcper
"g_q rf_r gr© bgddgaryj rpointsnmakecthen clearly and conciselyvandcby the _ r Oc
"g_q, G _epcc rf_r 27 ] mewegwre utfgmogh ms gl _jsthaptoeisaie & & G
way to frame the discussion. | doot agree that qgcj car gl e _sbgcl alkespmlalig Amr s
newspapers are or ought to be dead, that there is no posts?) Here comes another generalization about
good science reporting in newspapers or, frankly, that (all?) bloggers:

unlimited space is inherently a great thing Unlike bloggers, profesional writers see little point
Do bloggers need editors? in writing for their own consumption. Ideally, they
Rf gg n mq appeared Apid 2, 200%t ABSW want to reach peog who would normally avoid
(the blog of the Association of British Science Wi the subject. You dofdo that by writing too much.

ers | b wcqg* gr ©gesponse tp the g TFo benhonest jand ignoring the spelling by this @r
essay just discussed. The opening paragraph is a bit fessional editor), | doubt that most professional i
noseinthe- gp _q gr pcdcpgermcpPpq Ppeakbtrrmmpge_ad menknj ¢ uf
rfgle a_jjcb ?2 @ me ?pmsrifbc Rifsc’ hjRrig ik, O«P cRIff gviStesepfgg ¢ p q
post, on something called ABSW, continues with phile write so many stories about cancer gearch..
pce_pb rm Amrsplgv®© cqq_@®Bb fcpc©q rfc nclsjrgk_rc n

This raises an issue that does not seem to enter into A paradox here is that the web is supposed to be a

the ruminations of the bloggers. They rattle on tcpw bgddcpclr kcbgsk8 upgrecp

about accuracy, timeliness and stuff, but rarely get rgkc« pc_bgl e,onfRfsgreen adterw ugr r

into things like the choice of a story and practical screen.

things like readability and length. aUpgrcpq f t ¢ rm “qgapccl |
The blogge® not one Hogger, but The bloggers  \what? B B
Followed by this paragraph, which is noteworthy Rf cpc pc Im amkkclrg9 g
becausehis is a blog about the need for editorsand | f msef rfcwOpec jjmucb, &Em
editorial standards: different route, | see that only ABSW members are

My software tells me that this piece is more than allowed to comment.)

10,000 words long. That may be a inaccurate, life is

E:%?Jnftht%ret: \:\?orfsd the piece carefully, let alone to for spelling, grammar and simple proofreading than |
a ' . would some other blogger? Damn right | am! If you

Rt _r k_w "¢ _ gl _aasp_r (falf‘yOLﬂsleleanFo#%ssionzﬁ wifle? yoll shbufigfits W ms
Umpb®©q dj _eegle rf_r _a WRdWLn&Ipand thdt indubie® Gt 1dast B Rasda™ €
how even the clumsiest editor could miss an error read ofyour own work. The number of obvious re
like that in a fiveword (which should be a four pmpg &.r jc_qr %' 2kcpga |
umpb' aj _sqc. &G rigli 1l ach BhiBss sentdhde Whrks indBitstAEhgidh— T € «
gf msj b c _ gqckgamj ml* Sither) 2 4 Yery!stBrt So&t & SifHR unpb8sional,

MK thinks 10,000 words is too long and adds 44 doeswothingk m k _ic rfc upgrcp®oq

(in a paragraph that probably reads differently in the Would some bloggers benefit from good et

UKt.hellnltdoeS|nthe.US): gle= Qspc, OQmkc umsj bl ©r *
It is just too easyto write too much when you do® nmgl r wms rm “jmeq ufcpc G
have an editor shouting at you. That is one reason ¢ jitin g would make much different). Do professio
why it is harder to write science for tabloid nesv . . " .
papers than for broadsheets. The editors are less al writers always get quality editing that improves
their work? Not so rmuch. And in this case the wti

tolerant on the tabloids. q f hi h i I
There mustbe respectable tabloids in the U.®ther er undermines his or her own case pretty severely.

rf | qgmkc jma_j ucci | gc genReagonyyWhy GrachStudents ShoulghBlagl r m
know of any. And, frankly, | doubt that the unwik This piece by Drew Conwapn June 8, 201Gt Zero

ingness to explore a story at sufficient length is-i Intelligence Agentis an evegreen, an example of a
herently a good thing. Some stories in the San kind of post (and article) that pops up from time to
FranciscoChronicle including some science st@s, time in different areas. Numbered list, universata

Am | holding this blogger to a higher standard
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vice, possibly a questionable basis in facin this alFURL option: the URL for this post ends
a_gc* Aml u_wOoOq gqgcprgml2aerh; 0/ 52pwW dcu ep_b qrsbecl

“jme* rf _faculg/wv@qblog< (Canway ws G jgic ksaf md r prigiggr | |
or was a PhD student in political science, studying This kind of post is an evergreen for a reason.
terrorism and armed conflict.) Thirty-five comment®qr _pr gl e wugrf

Headmitsr f _r f c©q ml j w $- mmatifle regative: f gq mul bg
agnjglc* “sr fc rfg®and g rcweassknptoreunderging Some of the WenefitPis €
fc rfgliq @@kmpc ep_lishingr s b that releyant geopte snjydur field@nd in stherp will
ml jglc,« Fc rfgliqg gr amdidourblag if youcstart bboging. Agréatmany b ml ©r
know how great blogging is. Thus, his ten reasons,  blogs are created. Very few are viewed.
each the usual numbered boldface assertion or phrase Indeed, Conway links toField of Dreamss a basis
with a paragraph of background. Here are the asse for believing that, if you post it, they will read.

You actually have something to say. Honing your Molly Keener posted thion July 6, 2010at the future
craft. Establishing an identity. Extending your rie of* “j me r U ic Dmpcqr ©q

work outside of academia. The faculty in youred Blogging. For many, the term evokes thoughts of

partment will not think less of you. Instant and : .
broad criticism of your work. Sharpening your own cringe-worthy diary-esqueposts by angry teenagers,
' or bland br 6akfast tweets by ored a[mtances

H *
fnirgalr e?( Zrt_isje It i(; \:vact: ,Iain fMur]: rfc mj_ac But I Than helds i%cmding S%I{E IaW and
P ' justp ' I|brar|ansh|p, bIoEgmg has become vital to theda

ca

Qgl ac Amlu_w©q _ nmjg ga dvanddrhefit Bf Scholarship. 81634 provid® cut@ts for | mr ¢
n_qqgle rf_r rfc jgaqgr umsschblarly efchafgesiitpi@ssioh Bf idpas thadd g d
made a little effort toward consisten@® say by might otherwise be lost among the cacophony of
changing thed gpqgr grck rm 2F _t pallway cenpvadgatonsf agd eastijgtterd margin
q_ W« b qgkgj pjw af | e dates Blogs expand ghe eofiversatiengbeypnd £ | |
tenth items (the eighth and tenth are easy: Drop handful of colleagues gathered in the same physical
a Mf *« gl ml ¢ qc l' b 2Gr sp Cg tg an @npne iptgrsgctiopgf qcl@spstudents

Editorial considerations aS|de what about hIS interested individuals who are able to'share |

< S|ght [ ore reatime manner than traditional
?
points? The first one might b crrcp 3?1 asbu %%{ters nd feButtal articles in jBu

the need to put down most blogs by referring to an nals Blogging advances an idea or argument, and
; dglfcpclr gl ewslnggoo g_pk_ rg ng gfﬁlgﬁleldﬁnﬁaﬁa goll of scholarshi
ca_sqgc uc©pc | mr o] n%rinnjr Ppgkaapals hggggB AT

part|C|pate in the discussion at a very hlgh level by a it is. Keener then remembers the Bad Old Days, the

panel of distinglished scholars, i.e., the admission idiot attacks on scholarly blo
g in 2005 in oth
amkkgrrcc, « Ufcu8 Rf_r [dighe gf(iLIlgh%r Eau%altugngﬂga?e Sn(% thén f

gl rfc _gp* _|Ib gr nnc_ Pne%* rtdE%
Amlu_w pc_jjw kc_lg ﬁNfB,,ﬂej«gg g?GzS‘f ” %“p !
esgafcb sigtcpagrgca, « Rflenel . ek Tm

tens of thousands ofjrad students who have a lot
less to say than uneducated peasants like me.
?q rm 2 Rf ®it dould $¢ nice jto«

Despite such projects, written scholarly output in
many fields is still expected to appear in a journal or
monograph vetted by prpublication blind peer e-

rfgli rf_r©q slgtcpqgq_jjw \ﬂeﬂ SoCengage iR Writn@iscdursel tat ddesthot b ms ~ 1
29 rm @Mf®uffcecn jfyoawigbevg have the peer review stamp of approval prior to distr

given the opportunity to travel allover the world bution seems folly to many. Even fields with a healthy

and participate in many conferences, seminarsnpa culture of sharing articles prgeer review via reposit

els,et« gd wms ~j me8 ucj j* kiesguchas arXiwor SgRNeveniuallyrfeed tha $cho

l gl rf nmglr gq qrp_| ec* = ardipiRjogaditioral pugigation struptiregy | e ms r
skills of building the blog siteReally? The post & The rest of the post offers reasons that blogging
pears on a Wordpress blog, and was never m- shouldcount as scholarship and closes with a aie

pressed that you needed advanced technical skills to r g mDo8you@believe it is time for blogging to be
run a WP blog. (Conway apparently lacked the validated by the academy as a means of scholarly
gigjjg rm pc_jgxc rf _u f discoyrbeds |RIBwacgmingntseafe varied, incldiegy r ¢
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one remarkably jaundiced view from a grad student,
who offers a caricature of seffublishing (cited as a
alcu nfclmkcl ml *« ufguwf

ries, and in scare quotes), seems to suggest that

whoring for ad dollgp q

bckga _1bDb

concludes with this:
Truly, however, blogs are nothing more than a fancy
GUI applied to a message board, and in most i
stances you can start one for free versus the forme
ly paid model. If it were to cost $500 a year to start
a blog, they would not be nearly as prevalent now
as they were five years ago.

So?

Transformation of blogging has been amazing

Wms a _ | npm- _ " jw escqq

the title of the blog on whth this post appeared

September 30, 202(Real Lawyers Have Blogs
Blogs, once considered a fad by many, gagoing
anywhere. Thege being read by almost half of
Americans. Thege becoming one in the same with
mainstream media. And we can only exgethe
popularity of blogs to rise.

Proof? A report fromeMarketer(with a link that no

jmecp umpiqq' rf _r

says (as | found by going back to the post discussing

af mppg-
hmspl _jgqgrga

bmcql

in fact, the first of the four discussions is at odds
with the others. In the first, we read:

d Alblogngitee glorMf ageisbnal Roi@iwartfakdl T
all. That is why people are gravitating toward them.

j wa- s | bDeep Hognl, wegvant canpanies to speak ounia
g | guage Y& tireg ef jargoh. We zojing eut wheh | me q

we hear phrases likébest of bree@or ‘end to end
solution.©We want to know that business cares

"msr  sq I'b rpc_qgspcg msp jn
and weee starting with a conversation that has a
fsk_I tmgac “cfglb gr i u_praq

But the other three points are all about corporate
and media bloggin® which are frequently full of
h_peml _I'b p_pcjw rpsc
_ji.« @sr M®©I1 c c d c®frbm ihpe

tltletof the blﬂﬂ@” dCov(\:/nOI coq mngl mi

Lawyers and law firms who believe social med%csu
cess lies in the use of Facebook, Twitter, and social
networking sites may want to reconsider. Blogs,
which gave rise to social media, remain an integral, if
not the leading form of social media for professionals
looking for their insight and commentary to become
part of and disseminated via media channels.

Mw‘c, Kw‘c Imr, ?2pcn-" |

ncpaqg
qgl

T w

me g

Il gr |
n in (?he ?’nal p agrg/ph)&'l think ngMg)t Ie%l_?gljl ¢

the report directly). The first graph claims (based on jusTarl blog_ggr eclep_jgx_rgml, @s
whatever bols eMarketeruses) that in 2010 some G | 'c t gl MOI ccdc forp ¢ i
113 million Americans read a blog at least mdnt Uite scc])me Hme® ‘gs r lmu fec no-p 3 é v (
ly® but while that was half of Internet users (at the qd | dl f bI moza q |
rgkc'* gr _qggspcbjw u 63%’?&?% aW|Irmb?éaAcust05hn o%)e}gn%soqla , K
of the graph is pure speculation: starting with 2008 meh 'a s | on lfnaval a dnyw ere m?e
readerbip is apparently assumed to grow in a with LexBlog® solutions providing strategic consts
gkmmrfjw glapc_qgle @sUam in SOFIQ| medlg goachlng hlog a@cu tom §00|al
A L P L S
get the next graph: 28.1 million Americans would h d 9 blp d Vﬁy h
snb_rc “jmegq & r jc_qr telelvor I\llare o%g‘ng %1 Pgtwormgbon t]e -
would grow to 33.4 million in 2014. kﬂeé | og c 3tv\clork Ums b S and oo H e

Raise your hands if you believe 33.4 million the more the merrier;espejcially fo?LqefBlogp - F
Americans are likely to be updating blogs in 2014. | . i t

snnmgc rog nm “joc* - ArficleNgte:fAre Rlpgs wigiteryhy @cademis |1 md d *

q q g q aqgg | , ,
seemshighlys | j gi cj w, @sr | nr; Nlaransgdholaslg?mr cq 2 h ms
l _jggr _1I b _gr fe&mpf«cmO©OK g rkanfihe poatid by Arigel Riverayn October 1, 2010at
online PR person) and misinterprets what Joel The Gypsy Libraan, commenting on Arthur He-
say® namely that blogs have become mainstream bpgai q© 2 @ meecpgfgn*I|l-mp ggq
kcbg = rfcwO©pc "camkgl e_pqfiknmgr ? gQdbpgtagwmf ompg _ "?jac_b c k
dpmk _ k_ggqg kcbg_ | cuqg thatartjcteisdehiad arpéywall pitibrary Hi Techd d m
k rgml« f _q “ccl a  qgmuems lab ¢ 1©e¢ « amk bclrrf _ml rgfrc bgpcar j
gowthmd "~ j meegl e ggqgl ©r d p mk AgyRivVerg naeb, she jsupvey itsetf had Beéak
mainstream media. spondents. Thus, the article is reporting on anezd

Gl mr f cp umpbaqg* n c p g mka, with no jreaserble expéctation tlamits Iresults

Blogs as online publications are what counts. And,

can be generalized. (I guess Hendricks did the work
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and felt the need to salvage something out of it) Egt c | rf _r ° pamd tdargoe thagtleeu* g

And, of course, we get absurd results such assthi ~ cqr ~j meq _pcl ©r n_pr md |
regarding a question as to whether a blog had the | would argue that blogs may be having a greater
same weight as publishing in a peesviewed ari- impact in the practice of librarianship than are @
ajc8 & "msr 31,5 ncpacl r (ditoralgpablicatiand Blogsntave unfigprptesl thenl j w
ncpaclr qr _r Aldout58.2% of @ noR ¢ _ j gxcoherge of ideas within librariartep and have e-
randomized sample 067 peopl@ In other words, abled academics to connect with a larger general
aldcmnjc q_gb I m _1 b mlc Radepslypdpr theiginsighpand gxpegfise.c. Mp* g d
rf _r©q rmm apsbc*®a&suprgr me cpmlfaijjsibaqq gbw ldgl bgi-e gr
ingly low percentage, if you ask me. cle discussing scholarly bloggindid not include one

G ilmu fmu GOb _I quicp, referpecafromabips nmqrqg "~ w |
brarians that | know of are the equivalent of peer If blogs are to berecognized as scholarly contrib
reviewed scholarly artiles or intend to bewith one tions, then they should also be viewed as such.

or two possible exceptions. But a good blagn be Wcn, GOk npcrrw gspc GOtc
professional service and is regarded as such in some know for surethat Cites & Insights(which has the

glgrgrsrgmlqg, Pgtcp_©q amLicsiafejnpp wepmptk8jgrw

The article® conclusion:2it is clear from the survey one) has beerrited in peefreviewed articles Cites
responses that this dat in time, most academicit & Insights shows up 87 times in Google Scholar;
brary promotion and tenure committees do not duU_jr ror P_I bmk« _ bmxcl*

weigh publishing a blog the same as publishing a peeFrewewed artlcles)
peerreviewed article. Some recognize it as service Blogs and journalism, again

e e pesson especal M1 54290 s January 1. 201 post by Chisina Pis a
¥ VY ' " » 0 ¥%6 0 ¥%E WPikésudi8cRsdas éhlappérenhte

there are a few, a very select few, academic librarian . b bl d . dib
blogs that could qualify as scholarly. They are firo sion between bloggers and mainstream media a

ably as good as some of the opinion or essay pieces MOSst since blogging began.

you do see in some of the peer reviewed journals. Some bloggers have always seen themsehsbcal

. P . nallsts jaurnalists who _are faster or scen
With that qualifierinr £ ¢ dgl _j gelrel ﬁmg The%){%aﬁ/e alwaéy bgeen tiscussions of dlo
Are Blogs Given Any Weight in Library Tenure ging ethics and blogging methods. There have been
and Promotion Cases? discussions of how bloggers are better than joutha
ists and vice versa.

Eric Schnell looks at the same Hendricks article in e _
this November 9, 2010post at The Medium is the But really, this is a verynarrow and really myopic
Messag® and Schnell has for some time argued that VeV At the same time journalists were starting to

N se blogs, and nofiournalists were startin
rfcw gfmsjb c* | borf Elogs]f J%U?ﬂgh?p knitterd were startin tglb d mp k
scholarly Communlcatlon in the d'sc'pl'ne of & blogs to describe their projects and build their oo
bckga jg p_pg_lagfgn, « munities. Mommy blogges were starting to use
After some discussion of the article&Schnell d- blogs to describe their daily lives. Food blogg@rsn
fers this excellent distinction: my memory® might have been slightly later. The
From the information provided in the paper, it - biblioblogospher® the group of librarians using

blogs® started well before | started blogging. |
learned how to blog at a conferenca i2003 from
other librarians (put on by SLA, of course!). Librar
ans have always discussed technology in the library,

pears that many of the respondents equate research
with scholarship, when in fact research is a subset of
scholarship. Scholarship is the creation of new
knowledge or organization of knowledge within a

new framework or presentation. Scholarship can gcptgac rm n_rpmlqg* _1b gll
take the form of a peereview publication, but it can Rf _r©q I mr gmkcrfgle gmkcmlc
also be evidenced in other ways such as exhibits, Gl ~mr f cp umpbqg&glethinmMay!l e g
public performances, digital resources, and papersat ] meecpq bml ©r wuvugqgf rm "~ c¢c |
professional meetings. So, if a blog communicates Now, am | saying there are no best practices? That

some sort of new knowledge or the organization of some people do®write better than others or that

knowledge within a new framework or presentation, some people (like yours truly) caBuse some help

or is even seen as a equivalent of a conference in writing better? Of course not. Dofbe silly. The
presentation, it is indeed scholarship. truth is and has always been that you need to
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communicate in a way that is appropriate for your What Is a Blog Post?

desired audier_nce. If you want to_be picked up and This piece, by Rob Jenkinsn June 5, 2012n The
quoted by major meo!|a outl_ets, it would probably Chronicle of Higher Educatiom a M| Fgpgl e«
help to follow those journalism standards. Ijou discusses that odd question in a specific cont@xt

are writing to keep track of articles ya®e read so
you can find them late® do whatever makes you but there are more layers to the context thanne

happy. If you want to communicate within science, iglag k_w pc_|]j gxc, Rf c f _al e
then do your fancy scientist thing. If you want to d_gp*« ufgaf ce_I| uApnlf L_ml
communicate to a broader audience, there are tips 30, 2012 poston anotherChronicle j me * 2 Rf ¢ K
to be had for this. Persuasive Case for Eliminating Black Studies? Just

And no, my twitter friends and fellow ischool grad Read the Disser _r gml q, « &Kw j gl i r
students® blogging is not journalism. not constitute an endorsement; the link is necessary

: text.) The pjthy Qqs{r%whi,ch assailbedr all
G kgefr _bb alcacqq_pgjv{/‘)&cop%_r f e rf_rcC
OK. Some blogging is journalism. Most is not. Black Studies departments based on tlides, and

_ _ only the titlesof several dissertatior® drew 1,508
The measure of blogging: the use of different med@mments (no,lb g b1 ©r rpw rm pc_b r

in academic publishing and resulted in theChronicle posting an editorial
Fcpc©q _I| _prgajc _ pusr apglogeand dsking Rileyto leave thectHog. dThat
lishing_nnc_pgl e gl _ | e editorial responseq drewnevein@dee camenent®
site: Leonard Cassuto omugust 31, 2011at The 1,576 to date.)

Guardian There wasa live chaton how to get ahead Jenkins found that the incivility revealed during

in academic publishing, during which Cassuteaid  the Riley affair was leaking over into other areas,
fc bgbl ©r pc_b j meqg 2 caa _dsddcCar@ | emlc@rc | f rtfongrcgd kd &M
rfck, « Fggq amkkcl rinagotherd sing f c @ wC@IM&§r ebPrgpcj We« gl a

postthat takes him to task: Lump* « _ > msr amjjcec _btkglgqr
Another thing about blogging: lots of people with jw hsqgr rfcpec*« | mr bmgl e |
certain reading habits doBread blogs. | have ndt- Jskn« gq _-uppctcphp* nmgypj rf _
ing against them, but | doforead them, either. This name names and almost certainly discusses a real
is as much a function of available time as anything nfcl mkcl ml, Rf cpc ucpnel ©r [
else. By restricting myself topublished writing kclrqg* " sr mc md rfck u_q |

(whether digital or print), | am in effect ascribing
value to the gatekeeping function of editors. | d@n
do this because@n a snob, but rather because there
are only so many hours in a day.

This is the most asinine piece | have read in the CHE
in a very long time. So, all administrators are autfior
tarians, libertarians, or lumps. And you, sir, are a
pompous, arrogant fool who has to rely on ceen-

Cassuto objects to blogging being taken smrsly ient, catchy labels in order to deal with people in your

because of authority and visibility. Cassuto says that neat litle, narrowminded world. You have a lazy

you only gain authority in writing through some mind and | suspect this is evident in the quality of

gmpr md @cvrcpl _j tcrmgl e yourteabhing am research. In ghoit,qou arefadpa f g g m
ly true if comments on blog posts count as su@h Um.Hcl i gl g bgbl © osgrc gq_w
which he accepts, thus undermining his casexE  m g w 2 Npcrrw ksaf« gl pc
cept that he thinks the most important form of & “cegllgle 2Qm*« npm  _"jw r

thority comes from editors. Really? As for visibility, maybe not). (It is clear that Jenkins believes thaa-
rf_r©q qgknjw I mlgcl qs8 {QifKF highér BE ddmini®ratord ar® wokihB8s§ T 0

ible than most scholarly journals. There was another brief comment with the same
Cassuto continues to argue that academics t gr pgmj * c| bg!| &hatlgnd éfcon-f ¢ o0s

qf msj bl ©r yhavetnuel r gj r f ¢ tribution do you imagine yourself to be making to

Graduate students and junior faculty need to make academe, in general, or to your reade«s?

room for themselves in specific kinds of convers That last response got me thinking once again

tions. If a graduate student asks méShould | about a question®@e been pndering off and on for

blogZmy answer, at least right now, would still be, some time, at least since | started blogging on this

#Probably nots« site over a year ago: As a blogger, what am h<co
That seems sad. A relatly small number of gerne tributing? Or to put it another way, what exactly is
ally long and thoughtful comments follows. a blog post?
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Rf _r j_qr oscqgr gml
swer: A bbg post is a post on a blog. The other
guestion is a more open one. Jenkins says blogs
gf msj bl ©Or T c fcjb rm -rf
pctgcucb hmspl _jqg* rf _r
rfcgp
colleagues wof® consider them to be of any value
when making decisions ahat hiring, promotion, or
rclspc*« rf _r ~j me
and less formal than articles, more likely to be lsu
jective and opinionated.

GOk gspc Hcliglq
bloggers would listpostsm| rfcgp
think that some would includeblogsand that such

gq

Atlantic© g
nmgr q 1) Midlengthwmo@ ambitiouswhark asbéod postf f mp r

Pg
ATqg?9

gqn-qgj Grweq d gnoflasgor r g pecbogmaml, j W r &d

gltmjtch
blessay.
c Thebleksay is aqmanifelstaiion pfithe convergencgrof ¢ p
k mnallsm gndmsehelarspiry In prigenatrforms ¢ ¢ | j

Gr©q qgmkcuf

qu_W1

nmgr g begduse théy kigop thelr T q oaline.

Fc | gms preecq m

af _p_arcp

gctcp_j
qggr c, Fc

mr c q
uc’

less comprehensive than an academic article. ¥ri
ten to the length that is necessary, but no more. If
wegneed t¢ gut arnumiercop it, gengrally 3,400y 5
38BWIdS; g ¢ rm

2) Informed by academic knowledge and analysis,

blogs might, in some cases, be considered to be of ST bmcaql ©r ps” wmsp | mgc gl
value. Jenkins apparently thinks otherwise. He  3) Uses the apparatus of the web more than the a
thinks of posts as riffs, as nefully-thought-out paratus of the journal, e.g., links rather than féo
piecy* uf rctcp, 2?1l b 2kmpc NoEs Where heipf% :“SP Ll'piéemeé't ™ e&'d‘ence
"jme nmgr gq glrclbechb rmfromclmages elqmsn at?fer_prc
Nope. Wrong.Someposts are intended to be conke often missing or attene
sation starters. But not to Jenki®G r _ic gr f &E)@r&sseﬁ]?xgertlse b“t also curiosity. Couel
of those who regards a blog without comments as V€ butalso suggesive. _ .
not beng a blog at all, as in this conclusion: 5) Written fgr both spgmahsts anq an intelligent
My purpose here is not to defend Riley, what she general gudlence. Avoids acadermc Jar®not' t.o
said, or how she said it. Rather, the contribution | -be popgllst, butrathgr out of a feeling that avoiding
o AN jargon is part of writing well.
imagine myself to be making is to encourage tca
ers of blog posts, iMhe Chronicland elsewhere, to 6) Wants to be Instapapered and Read Later.
eschew pesonal attacks in favor of joining the ao 7) Eschews simplistic formulations superficially
versation, even entering the fray, in the intellectual borrowed from academic fields like history (no
sense. Because another important characteristic of @ Rfc Nspgr_I g ucpc jgic Ugig

blog posts is that they are a uniquely interactive-li

erary (or quasiliterary) form, which can only be

considered together with the responses they elicit.
Ot cpeclcp_jgx_rgml,
are nonetheless blogs. Blogs consisting of 2,000 word
or 10,000 word articles are nonetheless blogs.

Hcpc®©q rfc mrfecp

writers attached to mainstream media (of whichhe
Chronicleis one) are different from personal blogs.
They shouldhave higher standards. The fact th@he
Chronicleessentially fired Riley as a blogger because
of what she said affirms thafThe Chroniclebears
same responsibility for what appears on its blogs. |
rfgli rf _r©q rpsc
pearing on a magazine or journal or corporate site,
no matter how the sponsor may attempt to disclaim
such responsibility.

The Blessay

Here, ina May 24, 2012 posby Dan Cohen on his
eponymous blog, the writer attempts to define a
specific kind of blog post (without, blessedly, ta
tempting to defineall blog posts):

amlrcdg®qgiN_

G r ®igteresting characterization. The length cited is
typical of magazine articles. The discussion almost
makes me want to check outongform.organd Lon-

@j me qgreads$.com twadd apdre@aitors_of | me g g mwl @ | 1&g

one of those features posts considerably longer than
3,000 word® when checked on July 23, 2012, the
gbpc¢c¢ melsp wNgditcg« ¢ br
tively 4,710 words, 5,621 words, and a stagger@®g

for a blog pos® 16,157 words long.

In updates, Cohen notes griping about
a*jcgqg_w« (@ I kc ml Rug
bcdglc gsaf rfgleq g _ ec
rfcpc®©q _ rfcpc rfcpc* "~ sr

md p-| w(witheame interesting corentents). _ gb dmp _ | b
Blogging is the &lv Persuasive Essay
Rf _r©q Qfcjj cwnlJuhe@z P0i2ast n mg
Powerful Learning Practic® | b gd wms af _
rm 2a_| "c« G kgefr ¢ ml
an Engh q f rc_afcp uf mG©q af _b

tions with college professors who lament the writing

qgigjjg md rf cg®speticplygpa- wc
suasivevriting, not expository writing.

_Pp
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Part of the problem is that our current school sy
tems® and not justin Canad#® arengreat at po-
ducing independent thinkers.Without this ability,

it® hard to create a great thesis statement, anticipate
the arguments against it, and then compose your
own argument in light of what you understand
about the pros and cons @&n issue.

Hard to argue with that. As Teaching to the Test

grows more prevalent (almost of necessity in many incj sbgl e

S, Q, gr _rcq' *

ity (and, in my long-ago experience, some teachers until it is tested again in 7 e p _

did their damnedest to assure that such ittking
bgbl ©r r _ic¢c nj _ac',
Upgefr©q 2amkc rm

md ® fvgether average people are likely to spend

much time writing persuasive essays once they leave
f ca- p b righyjvoicedy Gregt essays, ang greatplags, @n algp p
a m K&Wdttenwith jgng and ‘well voiced paragraphs.

gaf mmj , &GOb Il ctecp
ep_nf cqgq_ w* « mtmtfam.) ©r
And now Wright gets into trouble because she
starts to overdefine blogging as an alternative form
rm cqgq_wq* q_ vglded cgprc@ar
For one, the paragraphing is different. The large,
solid paragraphs of prose that can Heund in a
typical persuasive essay, can feel arduous andcheu
bersome to all but the most determined reader.

Instead, blog paragraphs tend to be shorter. It allows
the piece to feel fluid and speeds up the rate at which
your reader reads (often through thglare of a con-
puter monitor or on a phone or tablet screen). And
while the effective blogger still uses transition words,
g k_Iw _pcl®©r Il cacqq_pw
feeling of fluidity and coherence.

Sometimes a paragraph is one simple sentence,
used for emphasis.

True of some blogs. Not true of all blogs. Oh, and
a* i meegl e jgm pcosgpcq

gl bcncl bcl afterrfdurthl gragel tre wdting dedps to a iigireal

as Cltrlea%ﬁplrt's(% fﬁ\l%e JeitWar/ors.
Upgefr aj _gkg

If you don®currently teach your students to blog,

please start. Our students need you to. And if you

already teach yourtsidents to blog, keep it up. B-

cause blogging is an important 21st century skill.

It®the new persuasive essay.
K_w'c, ?lb k_w c | mr*egd
ly and singlemindedly as erght calls for.

A couple dozen comments, mostly higfives,

gsaf eckg md rc_a

gr

fc
npg
bc, « ? kgl
what? One commentedoesail the post as creating
a false dichotomy:

0 S C g r Qemanly, studerts shouloh ¢ohsiteiornmaeld plpssa f

rfcw
" j meq

s
rf _r

ufcl rfcw
gf msj bl ©r

upgrc*
rc_af?*

qf

| think we do our students and ach other a disse

vice when we promote, teach, or otherwise create

&gl pcgnml gc'

epc_r upgrcp« rm nsijj mdd |

And, of course, another teacher chimes in with solid

npcgapgnrgtc _btgac8 2G

short for continuity, ease of flow and for referring
_a iMustc be shortGood indoctrination, in his

case at the 12 grade level.

Rf _r©q gr
issue

The CD.ROM Project |
Music Music Music

No, theCD I:acr)d\/l PROJEFTb gb r%lmeq ac «

—_ep

dmp N_ pr néxt N pr

ngcac ugrf

rPCk

h

@ meeg| eequbemt wr®gles8 Grog i%m% Mmusiael e%%tgeédbR Ms. Can
;&mp g ]f: r md* kacghg évv1 b &Up g eeverrl be fhstalle® undet WirdiBws 72"H3 theryajc%r GpPgle

cp rtcagq sGhe ndwepérsuasivej rm?e?hggw?)rh ile? Are thee re%lac%men%s?
CQgQq_ W*« sr rf_r©g | mlqcl rfcqo
in the title of the post, which is not unusual for ie Forrest Gump_
ther posts or academic essays.) . . .

After more about the wonders of blogging, MUSIC' Artists and Times

Wright concludes that teachers need teach blg- This threedisc set dates from 1995 and was lpu
ging® as early as kindergarten. Which, frankly, j ggf cb ~w ERC Clrcpr _glkeclrtr

should finally do a good job of killing off blogging,

gd rf _r®©g nmgqg | c, Mp-*
l clrg« dmp | _|l es_ec

she wants teachers tmdoctrinate studen{®h, sorry;,
ag_af« rfck'

pcesj _p cqq_wgq, Qm*

gl bcncl I9®finishes j

the music in the movi® two dozen of the pop and

pock sdngs ori thegsbuadtrack. Eachgsondy is p pha  a mk |

_ pr dger andbyouqogrk gavigage toa chappeis cdiagectly, ? 1 b
through a timeline or through the movie script.
has to_beliffefefnt froeme g Eaxh chapter combines some paqulture history
wms with coniemporafy onal @istpry as well @4 therclip
from Forrest Gumpghat used the song, a video clip

rfogl
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of a partial performance (usually from a TV show), Did | mention that it used Quicktime? No?
part of the song played while showing lyrics and Guess what happened when | tried to install it? A
credits, and a textual description of the song and the slightly different combination of errors than foFar-
related album. There are also lengthy interviews rest Gumpbut the same result: No happiness. No
with artists and songwriters, sometimes with brief great loss, frankly(The music plays just fine.)
video clips & well. Worldcat.org shows 21 libraries holding this.

| thought it was an excellent package (and a Gr ©q dgl c _q _| _sbgma-bgqga
good value at $30) when | reviewed it in the Be ble (at about the same price) on Amazon. There is,
tember 1997Library Hi Tech Newd gave ita 91: an  to be sure, no shortage of good information ond?r
Cvacjjclr p_rgle, Gr @g  okefiaviamddpis rausiacc. m  p s | sl bcp Ug
dows 3.1 or later (Windows 95 recommended) or .
Macintosh System 7.1 or higher. Total Joplin

But it also absolutely, positively, unquestionably a ;¢ bm wms -term Micrasébftceh- | ml
required (for Windows) Quicktime for Windows  povees with a love for music retire and apply their
2.0.3 (included on the discs). Not a later version. ey their skills and their interest to a new oo-

Not the ability to play Quicktime videos (which  hony2 Sunhawk Corporation and its Solero techno

Windows Media_ _Player_ has had_ for s@ntime). ogy in this cas® here applied to all of the known
Nope: One specific versidR a version that causes a migga md Qamrr Hmnj gl «

general protection fault when you attempt to install mu gl rpmbsach

: , R r © f G,
!t on Windows 7. (_rhar .b mcql ©r ap_q f199§ IfibFary %ignl'lécﬂrgv{ev(\:/ 8f Total Joplin which
it just crashes the installation programio luck. scored 88 (a high Very Good, just short of Exee
G rfgli ucOtc | mqhistoy mk gng UrfRyisd idéifid8d a fivestPdin-fhreword about
_of an interesting era in music and life. Three public ragtime, a fairly extensive biograghof Scott Joplin
Jg p_pgcqg _nnc_p rm mul 98 fnofbdichl artic®s riBhSnthPperfhke afd” ©d
use to any of them. Too bad. the real heart of the disc: A list ofveryJoplin cam-
position, arranged either alphabetically or chran
logically. For any composition, you can see a

Prokofiev for Dummies

Rfgg gg mlc md _ qcpgcq dascripion. Fai amp buBhe Kokt gices, ¥ou cah $ee | a c
CDs published by EMI in cooperationwith IDG the cover of the sco® and, more importantly, click

@mmi q, Gr ©q _ AB wugr f hs qgmrthe Music jgon tolget th times SolerorMusiaViiewsr. md g «
music (the Lieutenant Kije Suitand seven other pie The viewer uses Windows menus and toolbars

es), mostly performed by the London SymphonyrO  to present the musical score and offer MIDI pla
chestra under André Previn; | figured that, at $9.95 in  back. You can also print out the score (thi excd-
1997, it was worth it just for the nusic. (I reviewed it lent results, better than the published Joplin
in the July/August 19971 ibrary Hi Tech Newand gave  collection we have at home, although 8.5x11 is on

it an 81® at the low end of very good.) the small side for piano scores). You can choose

The enhancements? 38MB of CROM data  your MIDI instrument® anything from the standard
that provides a biography of the composer, a MIDI 2 ~ pgef r _amsgrga ep_I| b ng.
gcar g ml ugr f a mdnéb meaan rthe © q flutgsaMop can alten fhe tempo and start, pause or
disa® a neat function, since you could relate what stop® | b _ 2 " ms| agl e ~ _jj« r
wms ©pc f c_pgl e®anda musicce- ©q playedged ér andther color of your choice), so you
ter to play the pieces. can follow right along.

In 1995 enhanced CDs were the Next Big Thing. The main interface is norscaling and immobile
A few gurus claimedeverynew CD in 1997 and b- (640x480 but centered on a black s@g if your re®-

yond would be an enhanced CD. Never happash lution is higher). The Solero Music Viewer is fully
There were a few of them, mostly overpriced Sony movable and scalable like any standard Windows

greatest hits collections, but nobody much cared. window. The disc sold for $30 in 1998; there were

G bgbl ©r rfgli rfgqgs-ABmrff cop Qsépc Ui B b Eagpsiap glgav sk
tem and it had the nasty habit of installing itself Rf _r®©q _jj n_p_nfp_qcb d
every time you ran. Still, it was an interestingwayto Fmu bmcqg rfc bgqga bm gl 0
learn a little more about a composer. npm jck &mlc , bjj d ®bw b mc
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the disc nonetheless starts up with the main imte ~ Mac) and some discount offers. The discs came in
face (nonmovable). As far as | can tell, everything minimalist foldover cardboard mailers.

works (with the possible exception of automatic Rf cwOpc kmgrjw aspgmsq fg
background musi® but if you select a piece to have through all of volume 1, | found very little music
as background music, itdoesplay). The Solero that did muchd mp kcijjgrrjc cl msef

viewer works just fine. It still prints beautiful sheet that | let volumes 3 and 4 sit unopened for more
music. It still runs in a proper resizable Windows than a decade.

window. And it offers what it saystotal Joplin, in- So how do the discs work in 2012 or do they
cluding the entireTreemonishaldd mnj gl ©q mn wgrk at all?

All in all, fairly impressive, even with the slight The MP3.com music and technology tour

(and apparently unimportant) installation glitch. It works. Fixed window (probably 640x480), not a

The dozen libraries that appear to own this should Windows window, but no installation required, andt

still find it useful® and still, | think a bargain. works Rfc gmleqgq nj_w, @® bghblC
What happened to Sunhawk itself? The URL — | b bgbl ©r glqgr _jj rfc Ngvec

now redirects to OnlineSheetMusic, a Los Altos oOther software.
company that sells digital sheet muscusing the The others
Solero viewer. | decided to try out Volume 3. This time, itdoes
open with a semiproper Windows wndow, mo\a-
103 of t he bes theb8nbrsighs. €

The multicategory view of 103 MP3 songs
worked, as did the songs themselves. After 12 or 13
years sitting in an unopened cardboard mailer, the
disc worked just fine. Some of what little music |

Back in the da® around 19972000® there was a
company called mp3.com that was tryingtmake a
go of free legal MPdased music distribution, hed-

ing independent musicians distribute their work.

_ _ _ _ _ sampled was OK, and the sounals _j grw u_qj M
Technically, the site still exis® but as a piece of gyt frankly, in an era of Pandora and all the others,
CNet. You can still find a fair amount of free (legal) 5 | gbl ©r dccj i gic cvnj mpg

MP3 music there. quantities. Volume 4 is still sealed.

You can read thenp3.com storyat Wikipedia.
That story never mentions a series of free GBDMs At Least One Worked

that mp3.com sent to anybody who requested them, Not a great track record, to be su@ j r f msef gr
a series that usually carried the titi@03 of the best  really not that bad. The MPZom discs worked,

ol E36u ¢l Ai Candilds more dool #nterded Vieit not entirely, but certainly including the actual

stuff! I requested the first few (which may have been  mysic. Total Joplincontinues to be fairly impressive.

all of them). Shortly before starting this article, I 2| p ¢ f | acb ABgjucj | * dr c|
uf mGb jmagr fgg amnw, pFmj gk & fufy thing 8bout fPme gd gFt ¢ bgag_
peare®s | | c9tige oddba®bThe MP3.com music
and technology tour GDdistributed in the same
manner as the others but not primarilysong

oriented. | have here volume 3 and volume®dand MaSthead
my sustaining interest in the series may be indicated

Cites & Insights: Crawford at Larg&pblume 12, Number 8,

by the fact that, until prepaing this commentary;| Whole # 152, ISSN 15340937, a journal of libraries, policy,
never even opened the CD matleey came in. technology and mediais written and producedirregularly by
Walt Crawford.

The idea made sense when broadband was rare  comments should be sent to waltcrawford@gmail.com.
and indie music hard to find:Mail people a bunch  Cites & Insights: Crawford at Large copyright © 2012 by Walt
of selected songs in decent MP3 form, which will Crawford: Some rights reserved.

The discs included other stuff as wéle.g., volume  Uv& Commons AttributorNonCommercial LicenseTo view a
copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by

3 has a videogame demo, a trailer for a m_O\_’ie’ & nc/1.0 or send a letter to Creative Commons, 559 Nathan Abbott
afmr I cu NA BH KNlodmysic W c \Ragk Stafol, Califofnid 94305, UsAe M
f _ I bjgle gmdru_pc u_ql ©r  URpQ fitesandinkightsrinfoldiifiB.ddfmu q mp r f c

Cites & Insights Septembe012 36


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mp3.com

	Cites & Insights
	Libraries
	Public Library Closures: 2010 Update
	Mattawamkeag Public Library, Mattawamkeag, Maine
	Sargentville Library Association, Sedgwick, Maine
	Faribault County Library, Blue Earth, Minnesota
	Flasher Public Library, Flasher, North Dakota
	Ruskin Public Library, Ruskin, Nebraska
	Stark Public Library, Stark, New Hampshire
	Berks County Public Libraries, Leesport, Pennsylvania
	Jefferson County Library, Beaumont, Texas

	Summing Up

	Words
	Thinking About Blogging, Part 1
	Names
	Expertise, authorship, and “real” names
	The Problem with Pseudonyms
	Where Anonymity Breeds Contempt
	To be or not to be a pseudonymous blogger
	The Effect of Pseudonymity on Blogger Credibility
	On pseudonyms, fear, and responsibility

	Comments
	Proposal: A new kind of blog comment system
	Three from Scalzi
	My comment policy

	Science Blogging
	Science blogs and public engagement with science
	A blog of substance…
	Blogging: What’s new?
	The Science of Blogging
	The power of blogs, or #OccupyScholComm

	Brilliant Statements
	Do You Make These 10 Mistakes When You Blog?
	How to not build a science blog network
	The Cult of Monetization
	And then the PR guy called me a “fucking bitch”. I can’t even make this shit up.
	BrandLink Communications Has the Internet Drop on its Head
	This Blog Sucks (And You’re Probably Not Reading This)
	Be a Communications Consequentialist

	Gengen
	Blogging: a great pastime for the elderly
	In Other News, I’m Old
	Why don’t young people blog?
	The Future of Blogging

	Technology and Philosophy of Blogging
	Full-content RSS feeds harm page views, but not viewership
	World’s Biggest Blogging Platform Adds Curation Feature
	WordPress Makes it Easier to Switch to Your Own Hosting
	No, blogs are not dead, they are on summer vacation
	Is It Time to Stop Blogging and Start an Email Newsletter?
	Blogging. This is about blogging.
	Maggie’s 8…
	If You Didn’t Blog It, It Didn’t Happen
	Blogging is Dead, Long Live Blogging
	Tips for being a great blogger (and good person)
	The Golden Age of Tech Blogging is Over. Not a Chance.

	The Power of Blogging as…
	Defining the Journalism vs. Blogging Debate, with a Science Reporting Angle
	Do bloggers need editors?
	Ten Reasons Why Grad Students Should Blog
	Blogging as Scholarship
	Transformation of blogging has been amazing
	Article Note: Are blogs written by academic librarians scholarly?
	Are Blogs Given Any Weight in Library Tenure and Promotion Cases?
	Blogs and journalism, again
	The measure of blogging: the use of different media in academic publishing
	What Is a Blog Post?
	The Blessay
	Blogging is the New Persuasive Essay


	The CD-ROM Project
	Music Music Music
	Forrest Gump:  Music, Artists and Times
	Prokofiev for Dummies
	Total Joplin
	103 of the best songs…
	The MP3.com music and technology tour
	The others

	At Least One Worked

	Masthead

