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But Still They Blog: The Liblog Landscape 2007-2009

What can you say about liblogs and how they’re
changing?

I asked that question in 2008 as the first sen-
tence of The Liblog Landscape 2007-2008—and
I've been asking the first part of the question for
years, trying to answer it through various studies.

That book attempted to answer the question
for 2007 and 2008, at least for English-language
blogs with a little visibility. It covered more than
600 blogs in all.

Since that study, the world of blogs by library
people (liblogs, or the biblioblogosphere if you pre-
fer) has continued to change. A number of veteran
libloggers have explicitly shut down their blogs or
walked away. Many short posts moved to Twitter;
others moved to FriendFeed, Facebook or some oth-
er social medium—and some bloggers found noth-
ing left to blog about. Others post less frequently
and quite a few comment on the state of blogging.

But still they blog.

Just as many of us felt there had been signifi-
cant changes in liblogs between 2007 and 2008,
many of us sense ongoing changes from 2008 to
2009. | felt the need to study those continuing
changes—but in a simpler manner than the leng-
thy, difficult study behind The Liblog Landscape
2007-2008. Thus, this study.

What Might Be Happening

The 2007-2008 study began with “naive hypothes-
es” based on blogging having moved from Shiny
New Toy to useful, but less enticing, tool. I thought
the creation of new blogs and posting to liblogs
peaked around 2006—but bloggers, while posting
less frequently, were probably writing longer posts
and maybe getting more comments per post.

I believe the trends I thought were at work in
2008 have continued into 2009, with one addition:

A fair number of libloggers have walked away from
their blogs, finding they no longer have anything
to say for which a blog is the best medium.
Here’s a summary of what might be happening:
> Fewer new liblogs and maybe fewer lib-
logs in general: Not only aren’t blogs “hot,”
it's now increasingly clear that it’s hard to
make a name for yourself with a new blog.
Some people feel there’s no room for new
liblogs—that old hands have taken all the
attention. That’s not entirely true, but it’s
not entirely false either.

» Somewhat fewer posts: I'd expect to see
further reduction in number of posts per
blog—but maybe not much further.

> Somewhat longer posts: With Twitter con-
tinuing to be hot, and with FriendFeed and
expanded Facebook capabilities providing
more venues for short items, blogs seem
more and more suited to longer essays.

> Possibly fewer comments: Last year, |
thought there might be more comments per
post. This year, I wouldnt be surprised if
there are fewer—partly because people now
comment on a post indirectly, via Twitter,
FriendFeed and other channels.

It’s not that simple—and, with changes in metho-

dology to keep this project manageable, I'm even

less inclined to claim that what’s true of the 521

blogs in this study is true of liblogs as a whole.

Changes in Methodology and Inclusion

The universe of liblogs analyzed and described here
is not complete. I don’t believe it is possible to gath-
er the complete universe of liblogs, particularly
since new liblogs appear and vanish each month.

[ do claim this is a broadly representative sam-
ple of more visible and robust English-language lib-
logs, including most liblogs that meet the set of
criteria established for this project. (I'm sure I've
missed some. I doubt that I've missed most.) The
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criteria are slightly different from those used for the
2008 study, resulting in a smaller universe.

Initial inclusions and exclusions

I began with the set of 607 liblogs studied for The

Liblog Universe 2007-2008. 1 won't repeat the me-

thodology used to discover that set. You can find it

in the book or Cites & Insights June 2009 under

“Discovering Liblogs.”

Given the small audience and large time re-
quirements for this investigation, I reduced the
size of that universe as follows:
> Non-English: I eliminated 19 blogs that

aren’t in English.

> Defunct: Fifteen blogs were no longer avail-
able as of August 2009—not including cases
where bloggers moved to a new address and
left a visible trail. Three more now require
passwords to read. I eliminated all 18.

» Lack of posts: If a blog didn’t have at least
three posts in either March-May 2007 or
March-May 2008, I eliminated it for lack of
posting activity. That removed 37 blogs from
the list (some of which didn’t have any posts
in either year).

> Lack of visibility: Here, I raised the bar—
but also simplified it. The only simple
measure of blog visibility at this point seems
to be Google Page Rank. I required a Google
Page Rank of at least 4 in either late fall
2008 or August 2009. As applied in fall
2008, that should have removed 97 blogs—
but some of those would have disappeared
for other reasons. This wasn't as effective as
hoped in reducing the size of the universe: |
removed 50 blogs for low Google Page Rank.

> Not a liblog: In three cases, looking at all
the visible posts for March-May 2007 and
March-May 2008, I could see no relation-
ship to libraries, librarianship or any library-
related issue. | removed those three blogs.

In all, I removed 127 of the 607 blogs in the 2008

study, leaving a baseline of 480—and, frankly, I'd

hoped to get it closer to 400. Because of the higher

bar for “visibility,” I make no claims that this study
represents the active universe of liblogs—but it’s
broadly representative of the more visible and ro-
bust portions of that universe that continue to be
visible. The study is deliberately biased toward the

kind of liblogs I'd expect to see continue, and I

think those are more valuable than the ones that

flower briefly and then fade away.

Additions

For additions to the universe, I required the same
criteria as for the other 480—but a new blog also had
to have at least three posts during March-May 2009.

Just as the 2008 study only included blogs that
began before 2008 (because the mortality rate for
new liblogs is so high), I only included new blogs
that began before 2009.

[ prepared a list of candidates from blogs on
the LISWiki weblogs list and the source list for
LISZen, removing blogs that were in the 2008
study. That left 401 blogs. Most of those were ei-
ther defunct or not in English. Some had low
Google Page Rank or didn't have enough recent
posts to qualify. I added 34 blogs (most of them
not actually new—that is, not inaugurated in
2008) to the list.

While doing metrics for those 514 blogs, I
checked many (but not all) blogrolls. T found
about 86 blogs that weren't been among those al-
ready checked. Of those, 42 had low visibility
(Google Page Rank below 4—but very few blogs
have GPRs of 1, 2, or 3). Another 27 had disap-
peared or were defunct and five more lacked the
three posts in March-May 2009. A few weren't li-
brary blogs or weren't blogs at all. I added seven
new blogs, for a universe of 521.

Metrics, Quintiles and Triplets

I've tried to structure this study as a narrative—the
story of reasonably visible English-language liblogs
that are still visible in September 2009 and how
they’ve evolved between 2007 and 2009.

That narrative includes some comments from
bloggers themselves and 521 profiles of individual
blogs [omitted here].

Mostly, however, I rely on metrics: Quantifiable
measures of a blog that can be determined by an
outside observer. Overall qualitative analysis would
be much more interesting, but I dont have the va-
guest idea how you could do such analysis on a un-
iverse of blogs. Nor do I have any intention of trying.

[ use quintiles extensively in looking at me-
trics. Quintiles break a population down into five
groups based on a particular metric. So, for exam-
ple, when looking at number of posts in March-
May 2009, the first quintile is the (roughly) 20% of
blogs with the most posts, the second quintile the
20% of blogs with more posts than average (60%-
80%), the third quintile (40%-60%) blogs with
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roughly average number of posts, fourth quintile

(20%-40%) blogs with fewer posts than average,

and fifth quintile (0%-20%) blogs with the fewest

posts. I say “roughly” because it makes no sense to

split two blogs with the same number of posts be-

tween two quintiles, so quintiles can vary in size.
Why quintiles? Because they provide a com-

pact picture of a universe that’s not too compact—

one that allows for a meaningful “average” range.

When you split a population into four parts, the

average is split badly. No matter how little an indi-

vidual differs from the median, it’s forced into the

second or third quartile. With quintiles, there’s a

broad “average group”—the third quintile.
Thirty-one quantitative metrics come into

play in this book:

» Age of blog

» Number of posts in March-May 2007

» Total length of posts in March-May 2007

» Words per post—average post length in
March-May 2007

» Number of comments in March-May 2007

» Comments per post in March-May 2007

» The five metrics above (excluding age) for
March-May 2008

» The five metrics for March-May 2009

> Percentage changes in the five metrics from
March-May 2007 to March-May 2008

> Percentage changes in the five metrics from
March-May 2008 to March-May 2009.

> Percentage changes in the five metrics from
March-May 2007 to March-May 2009.

If you've read the 2008 study, you may notice some-

thing missing: metrics on figures or illustrations.

After measuring and analyzing them in 2008, I

didn’t see much worth in the results—and they’re a

lot of work to measure.

Why March-May?

When measuring blog activity, you need to strike a
balance between a long enough sample period to
be meaningful and a short enough period so it’s
feasible to do the metrics. Three months seems to
be a good compromise.

You want a three-month period when most
bloggers are reasonably likely to be active, regard-
less of the type of library or activity. That argues
against the summer months (June-September) and
heavy vacation months (November and December).

January’s problematic, both because it’s partly a
vacation month and because of ALA Midwinter,
one of two megaconferences that can skew blogging

activity. That leaves two possible three-month slots:
February through April or March through May. The
latter period is a little longer, and in the U.S. each of
those three-month periods has one three-day week-
end, so I chose the longer quarter. (Yes, there are
significant library conferences in the March-May
period, but that’s true for every quarter.)

Missing metrics
Every blog in this study has a metrics table, since
blogs that didn’t have at least three posts in at least
one year’s study period were eliminated. But some
have as few as two reported metrics, and quite a
few have fewer than 30. Why?
> A number of blogging platforms and blog
templates interfere with length measure-
ments. | tried a number of simple strata-
gems to get around such difficulties, but if it
was too much work, I left out the length cal-
culations. How bad is this problem? Of 434
blogs with countable posts in 2009, 40 don’t
have length metrics. Similarly, 36 of the 486
with countable posts in 2008 and 37 of the
449 with countable posts in 2007 lack
length metrics.
> Some blogs make it difficult to count either
length or number of comments, although
that’s a smaller number: 8 in 2007, 11 in 2008
and 20 in 2009.
While I used last year’s figures for existing blogs
where they existed, 1 went back to retry blogs
where metrics were missing—and in a number of
cases, | succeeded. Thus, while 47 of 523 blogs
with posts in 2007 (in last year’s study) lacked
length metrics (9%), that was down to 37 of 449
this time around (8%); for 2008 posts, the number
was 45 of 533 last year (8%) and 36 of 486 this time
around (7%).

Triplets

Quintiles are great for looking at overall distribu-
tion and for pointing up how an individual blog
fits into the universe of blogs. They’re not so great
for certain other purposes, including change pat-
terns involving more than one metric or more than
one change period.

When looking at some of those patterns, Ill
use triplets rather than quintiles, where a triplet
divides the universe into three parts: Significantly
increased, Roughly unchanged, and Significantly
decreased. I use 20% as the cutoff point for signi-
ficance. So, for example, for post counts from 2008
to 2009, the triplets would be blogs that had at
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least 21% more posts in 2009 than in 2008, those
that had 80% to 120% as many, and those with
79% or less.

I also look at averages, generally misleading
for heterogeneous populations, in a short section
of Chapter g—but only averages for a somewhat
normalized subset of “common” liblogs, and only
for a few metrics.

Age of Liblogs
When did liblogs begin?

Year Blogs Percentage

1998 1 0.2%
1999 1 0.2%
2001 6 1.2%
2002 20 3.8%
2003 58 11.1%
2004 7 13.6%
2005 127 24.4%
2006 123 23.6%
2007 103 19.8%
2008 1 2.1%

Table 1.1: Blogs by year of origin

Comparing this table to the same table for last
year’s larger set of blogs, I note that two of three
blogs from 1998 are gone, as are one of two from
1999 and the only one from 2000. Other than that,
the pattern is similar—with, again, the peak for new
liblogs being in 2005, declining slightly in 2006 and
somewhat more in 2007. There’s a huge decline in
2008, down almost 9o%. That may mean that few
new blogs gain readership, that bloggers aren’t bo-
thering to add their blogs to LISWiki—or that there
are simply a lot fewer new liblogs.
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Figure 1.1: Blogs by year of origin

Blogging Platforms and Programs

How do library people blog? Any blanket state-
ment will be wrong, particularly since the whole
universe of liblogs may be unknowable. For the
blogs in this study, here’s the breakdown.

Program Blogs Percentage

WordPress 245 47.2%
Blogger 190 36.6%
TypePad/MovableType 48 9.2%
Other 24 4.6%
Drupal 7 1.3%
LiveJournal 5 1.0%

Table 1.2: Blogging platforms and programs

WordPress is close to a majority and certainly ac-
counts for a large plurality of the blogs. Oddly
enough, as compared to the 2008 study, Blogger
has precisely the same percentage (36.6%) albeit of
a smaller universe, but WordPress has jumped
from roughly 38% to roughly 47% (and increased
in real numbers), while TypePad and MovableType
decreased in real numbers and increased from
8.8% to 9.2%. (I've lumped MovableType and
TypePad together since both are similar products
from the same company.) “Other” includes a few
identified programs and platforms with no more
than two blogs each—and a number of blogs that
are either handcrafted or shorn of brand identity.

My guess—and it’'s only a guess—is that a
broader study, including short-lived and less visi-
ble blogs, would show a higher percentage of Blog-
ger blogs, most of them on blogspot.com. While
it’s trivially easy to set up a hosted blog at Blogs-
pot.com, Wordpress.com or Typepad.com, I be-
lieve Blogspot is perceived as being the fastest and
easiest of the three.

There has been a slow migration of blogs to
WordPress. I believe it’s safe to say that WordPress
software is the preferred blogging platform for most
long-term “serious” bloggers. I see very few people
migrating elsewhere (except, for example, forced
migrations to MovableType because people move
blogs to shared services such as ScienceBlogs). But I
have nothing more than anecdotal evidence—that,
and the near-majority numbers above.

If you're a numbers person, you may note that
the numbers above don’t add up to 521. In the two
weeks between completing the scan of blogs for
metrics and doing a second scan for blogging plat-
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forms, two blogs had become unavailable, tempo-
rarily or permanently.

Currency

How current are liblogs? I used March-May 2009

for metrics—but I recorded those metrics in Sep-

tember 2009. To get a checkpoint, I checked each

blog on September 30, 2009, looking for the most

recent post but rounding down to week intervals—

and beyond that, to spans that seem indicative.
Here are the results.

Weeks Blogs | Percentage | Cumulative

1 218 42.0% 42.0%

2 51 9.8% 51.8%

4 56 10.8% 62.6%

8 49 9.4% 72.1%

13 24 4.6% 76.7%

17 14 2.7% 79.4%

26 22 4.2% 83.6%

52 34 6.6% 90.2%

99 29 5.6% 95.8%

Ceased 22 4.2%

Table 1.3: Currency as of September 30, 2009

I marked a blog as Ceased if there was an explicit

declaration that there would be no new posts—no

matter how recent that declaration was. (Here
again, the universe is 519, missing two blogs that
seem to have vanished.) Other than that:

» More than 40% of the blogs are robust—they
had a post within the most recent week.

> Just over half the blogs are active—with a
post somewhere within the most recent
fortnight.

> Stepping back at larger intervals, it’s inter-
esting that the number with posts sometime
during the month (but not in the most re-
cent fortnight) and those with posts some-
time in August are fairly close to the “week
before last” group.

> “13” indicates sometime within the last quar-
ter (13 weeks). More than three-quarters of
the blogs had a post within the summer
quarter (July-September).

» 1 include “17” (actually four months) be-
cause Technorati uses that cutoff for blogs
that could be considered alive. Roughly 80%
of liblogs had a post between June 1 and
September 30, 2009.

» The next two levels are half-year and year
marks—in both cases representing blogs
that are neither active nor clearly dead.

» “99” really means “more than 52"—that is,
blogs that haven't explicitly ceased but ha-
ven't had a post in more than a year.

Conclusions

What can we say about visible liblogs based on the

facts in this chapter?

> Either there were a lot fewer new liblogs in
2008 than in previous years, or the bloggers
failed to add their blogs to the LISWiki page
or gain significant readership. Probably a lit-
tle of each, resulting in a dramatic 90%
drop.

> It's not quite true that most liblogs use
WordPress, but it increasingly seems to be
the platform of choice.

> As of September 30, 2009, most libloggers
posted within the fortnight and more than
three out of six posted within the month—
but one out of seven hadn’t posted within
six months.

[Omitted: 86 blog profiles]

2. Posting Frequency

Some blogs are rivers of posts—and if you sub-
scribe to several, you may come to think of them as
firehoses. Others, including most liblogs, are
streams or rivulets: Writers and groups of writers
letting you know when they have something to say
that works best as a blog post.

How often do posts appear on a blog?

Until feeds and aggregators became common,
that was an important question. If you didn’t pro-
vide a reasonably steady stream of posts, people
wouldn'’t have reason to come back to your blog or
bookmark it. Few posts, few readers. Some people
advised trying to do at least one post a day. Others
offered less strenuous advice.

These days, when most readers see posts indi-
rectly, a steady stream of posts is only important
for certain kinds of blogs. Indeed, too many posts
can work against readership, particularly if posts
appear to be for the sake of posting.

This chapter considers frequency of posts
among the 521 liblogs for 2007, 2008 and 2009—
and changes in the overall picture. The next chap-
ter considers changes on a blog-by-blog basis, a
somewhat different consideration.
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Quintiles

Figures 2.1 through 2.3 provide concise pictures of
posting frequency for March-May 2007, 2008 and
2009. After those quick comparisons, we’ll look at
each year in different ways.

Quintiles for 2007

In all, 449 liblogs had countable posts in March-
May 2007, ranging from one post over the 92 days
(13 weeks) to 1,161 posts.

Postsoy | High | Low Blogs | Median | Total

All 1,161 1 449 25 | 20,820
Q1 1,161 59 91 85 | 13,067
Q2 58 32 92 43 | 3,987
Q3 31 18 90 24 2,171
Q4 17 8 90 12 1,236
Qs 7 1 86 5 359

Table 2.1: Post quintiles for 2007

Quintiles for 2008
In all, 486 liblogs had countable posts in March-
May 2008, ranging from one post to 919 posts.

Postso8 | High | Low | Blogs | Median | Total

All 919 1 486 20 | 18,876
Q1 919 46 97 68 | 12,080
Q2 45 28 96 35| 3,447
Q3 27 15 97 20 | 1,976
Q4 14 7 98 10 1,030
Qs 6 1 98 2 343

Table 2.2: Post quintiles for 2008

Quintiles for 2009
In all, 434 liblogs had countable posts in March-
May 2009, ranging from one post to 909 posts.

Postsog | High | Low | Blogs | Median | Total
All 909 1 434 13 | 15,286
Q1 909 39 85 59 | 10,893
Q2 38 19 89 26 | 2,447
Q3 18 10 86 13 1,171
Q4 9 5 82 7| 563
Qs 4 1 92 2 212

Table 2.3: Post quintiles for 2009
Quick differences

The group as a whole shows obvious declines from

year to year.

» Although there were 8% more blogs with
posts in 2008, total posts were down 9%.

» While total posts were down more in 2009
(19% less than in 2008), blogs were also
down by almost 1%.

> Blogging was much more concentrated in
2009, with the top quintile representing

more than 70% of all posts (compared to 63%
and 64% for 2007 and 2008).

» While the median blog in 2007 had two posts
per week (25) and the median in 2008 was 1.5
per week, by 2009 the median was one post
per week (13).

[Graph versions omitted]

Other Ways of Looking at
Posting Frequency

Consider other ways of looking at this universe of
liblogs and the frequency of posts. Maybe you'll
find one of these more meaningful.

The rivers and the streams

There are only a handful of “river” blogs—blogs
with several posts per day. In each year, five blogs
averaged six or more posts per day—and for 2008,
no other blogs had more than four posts per day. In
2007, one more blog had at least five posts per
day—but no more had more than three. In 2008
also, only half a dozen blogs had more than three
posts per day. In 2009, posting was more concen-
trated: While there were no blogs with more than
five but fewer than six posts per day, two more blogs
(a total of seven) have more than four posts per day,
and another (a total of eight—two higher than in
2007 or 2008) have more than three posts per day.

If you take the five most prolific blogs in each
year, those five totaled 3,765 posts in 2007 (18% of
the total), 3,715 in 2008 (20% of the total), and
3,906 in 2009 (26% of the total). That’s a consider-
able increase in concentration. If you take the six
or eight blogs with more than three posts per day,
it gets worse: 20% in 2007, 21% in 2008—and a full
third, 33%, in 2009. That’s 1.8% of the blogs with
any posts—representing a third of all the posts.
Going halfway
Starting with the most prolific blogs, how many
would you have to include to get half of the posts?

In 2007, that would require 52 blogs (12% of
the total). In 2008, it would require 51 (10% of the
total). But in 2009, even though (as in 2008) the
most prolific blog was down almost 20% from its
2007 numbers, it would require a mere 26 blogs
(5.9% of the total). That’s concentration.

Frequency—posts per day or per week

Note, for all of these, that a blog had to have at least
one post per month in one of the three March-May
quarters to be included in this survey. Those with
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one or two posts in one year had more in at least

Between one and two posts per day (15)

one other year. Note also that “at least x posts per x” The Rabid Librarian's Ravings in the Wind................ 176
is an average: A blog could have 13 posts in one day A Fuse #8 Production..........c.ceveueuevrenceeeernencecuereneenns 171
and nothing for the rest of the quarter and still Library Chronicles.............. TR 171
count as “at least one post per week.” Free Government Information (FGI) .........c..ccveveene... 147
In 2007: bookshelves of dOOM .........c.ccevveieiecieninieeeeeeeeen 135
Beyond the Job .......ccoovvieiirienieieieeseeeee e 131
39 blogs had at least one post per day. Kids Lit 125
64 more had at least one every other day. OUE OF the JUNGIE ..o 121
95 more had at least two posts per week. A Chair, A Fireplace & A Tea COZy .......cccccevevevevererennne. n8
103 more had at least one post per week. BIUESLALKING. .......veoeeeeeceeeeeeeeeceeee e 17
66 more had at least one post per fortnight. Library BOY .....coveveueueuiinirieieieiceseieie e 110
55 more had at least one post per month. 1015} vV =1 s DO SRR 103
Six had one or two posts in the quarter. What I Learned Today...........ccccouvuruiiiiininiiiiiiiinee. 100
In 2008: Head Tale ....cc.oeveeeieieieceeeeeeeeeeteie et 94
33 blogs had at least one post per day. L1.brary Link of the Day .......cceevevvererieieneneeeerieeeenens 92
64 more had at least one every other day. Five to 6.2 posts per week (12)
109 more had at least two posts per week. poesy gal.ore..._ ................................................................ 81
106 more had at least one post per week. Information Literacy Weblog.........cccoeveeerineniecnncnne. 8o
. Tame the Web ........coceviniiiiiiiinieecceceeee 8o
76 more had at least one post per fortnight. Mai .
QISONBISSON.COM ...vueeeeeiiicicieee s 79
71 more had at least one POSt per month. KNOWDOIES......ccueereieiiiiieiieceeeieee et 78
29 had one or two posts in the quarter. Phil Bradley's Weblog ............ccceuviirueiriiniereienienenneens 77
In 20009: ACRL INSIdeT ...cuvieeiieiieieeieeieeieeeetee e 74
26 blogs had at least one post per day. Catalogablog .......ccoovvveveueieiirieieieeeee s 72
39 more had at least one every other day. Bad Librarianship Now! ........cccccoceniniiiinininnenincnens 71
69 more had at least two posts per week. The Good Library Blog........coceveverienininieicncnceene 66
88 more had at least one post per week. Libology Blog ......... T 66
85 more had at least one post per fortnight. Typo of the day for librarians........cc.cccceveveeveenienennennee 65
73 more had at least one post per month. Four to 4.9 posts per week (17)
54 had one or two posts in the quarter. CI.‘a?){ Qgilts ................................................................. 63
If you define “active” as at least one post every oth- DigitiZation 101 ...cccuueeruiiiiiiiiieeieeeeeeeeeee e 62
er week (fortnight) averaged over three months, ingotodat).f Blog..i ............................................................ 66 1
the active population was 367 blogs in 2007 and gy pIUGE W gic
388 in 2008—but only 307 in 2009. If you define David Lee King.......cccovevereenenenenienieneneeceiesieseeene 59
“robust” as at least one post per week, then the Science Library Pad ..........ccoeveueenirieieieneieieeeeens 58
count is 301 in 2007 and 312 in 2008—but only 222 Government INfo Pro ..........ccccoeeievevieverieeeeeereeeeneaa, 56
in 2009. TangognaT........cccviviiiiininieeee e 56
TICKIBIaTian......cocvevieciecieceeeee e 55
Most Prolific Blogs in 2009 LADTATTAN ..o ees e e seeeseseeeeeee e 54
More than two posts per day (1) PLABlog o
BlOg .................................................................. Posts The Distant LiDrarian.. ..o oo 53
ResourceShelf...........ocoierininiiiiinineeeecee 909 Lorcan Dempsey's Weblog................reeerrreeeerrsessserree 53
Open Accevss NEWS oo 892 School Librarian in ACtion............ccccceeueveveveeeverererenennns 53
Peter Scott’s Library BlOg .....ccccecevviiiiiisssssinsiniiinninnee 765 Bibliographic Wilderness..............cccccevvuevevrrerruenenennns 52
DESPACI{IC .t 733
Library Stuff.......cccooiiiiiie e 607 Three to 3.9 posts per week (30)
Law Librarian BIOg...........c.oovooveevereereeereeeresnesneene 457 JIbrarian.net ......c.eeeceeeerieeeieceieeecee et 51
DigitalKOans. ........covvevevevereeriirieseneeesiesesesesessssesenas 387 LibraryBytes ... 51
SLAW ...cvoeeeeeeee e 355 WAlKING PAPET....coniiimiiinninmitinssiinsinssiinssisssssonses 50
The Kept-Up Academic Librarian..............ccccoooue...... 268 Walt at Random ........ccccevevieieniininieeeeceee e 50
Stephen's Lighthouse.........ccccocevinininiininineieenee, 230 Confessions of a Science Librarian .........cccccocceeenincee 49
The Centered Librarian..........cccccccevvereeivenenenieeniennene 209 NeverEndingSearch.........ccccooiiiiiiiiiininninn, 49
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LADrary JUICE ......ccveierierieeeieieie sttt 48
ResearchBUZzZ...........ccvevuieiiieiiicieciececee e 48
Killin' time being [azy.........cccccovveviereninieereeeeen 47
Pegasus Librarian..........ccoceeervrienieneneeieeseeeeeenn 47
Library Blog BUZZ .......cccoeveiieriirieieeeeeeeeeee 45
OPL Plus (not just for OPLs anymore)..........c..cccevenees 45
Caveat LeCtor ......cuviviieciieeeeieeeeerteeesree e seee e eaee e 44
the.effing.librarian............cccocvvinenennininincnnncene 44
LAbrary CliPs ...ocvveeeeverieriieieieie et 43
SemiConscious Dot OIg......c.cccocvevvevvenvenienneenreenenne 43
The "M" Word - Marketing Libraries .........cc.cocceeeene. 42
The Misadventures of Super_Librarian.............c.......... 42
UK WeD FOCUS ...covvieiiiieiieeie ettt 42
LibrariANne........cccovveeieeeiieeie e eeree e e e 41
The MIXPEIIENCE.......covervireieieiieieeieiese et ie e eeeeaeneens 41
Travelin' Librarian..........ccccccveeieciieeiiecieeeieece e 41
UK Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Blog.............. 4
lauren's library blog..........cccecvirenenniinininenencne 40
Shelf ChecK......ccvevieiieiieeiiecieceeere e e 40
ACRLOG ..ottt 39
Christina's LIS Rant........cccccevierienienienieeieeieeeeee 39
OPEen SeSAME.....ccueiiiiiieiieeiie ettt et et 39
Paul Miller .......ocoevuieiiiiiieieteeeee e 39
Tom Roper's Weblog..........cccevererienininnienencnieienns 39
Conclusions

Averages are generally meaningless for heteroge-
neous populations. How meaningless? Consider
posting frequency: The “average blog” (dividing
number of posts by number of blogs) had 46 posts
in 2007, 39 posts in 2008 and 35 posts in 2009—in
each case, a number that would put a blog well
into the second quartile. In 2007, 124 blogs, 28% of
those with any posts, had 46 posts or more. In
2008, 134 blogs, 28% of those with any posts, had
39 posts or more. In 2009, 101 blogs, a mere 23% of
those with any posts, had 35 posts or more.

Using my rule of thumb for significant changes,
the change in overall posting is significant for 2007
to 2009, at -27%, but other changes don’t quite rise
to “significant.” Still, it’s fair to say that fewer people
were blogging in 2009 than in 2008 and that, by
and large, there were fewer posts.

[Omitted: 56 blog profiles]

But blogs don't all change in the same way.
This chapter considers changes in posting fre-
quency on a blog-by-blog basis.

Quintiles

Tables 3.1 through 3.3 show quintiles for changes in
posting frequency. The universe for Table 3.1 is
blogs with at least one post in 2007. The universe
for Table 3.2 is blogs with at least one post in 2008.
The third table, showing changes from 2007 to
2009, excludes blogs that had posts in 2007 but
none in either 2008 or 2009.

“Percent,” the rightmost column, is the per-
centage of all posts in the first year of the compari-
son represented by that quintile. So, for example,
nearly a third of all posts in 2007 were in the 20%
of blogs in the second quintile—those that, in this
case, either had slightly fewer posts or slightly
more posts in 2008 than in 2007.

Change | High | Low | Blogs | Median | Postsy
All 6400% | -100% 449 -33% | 20,820
Q1 6400% | 27% 90 75% | 2,586
Q2 26% | -20% 90 0% 6,761
Q3 -21% | -44% 88 32% | 4,744
Q4 -45% | -71% 88 -56% | 4,514
Qs -72% | -100% 93 -87% 2,215
Table 3.1: Changes in posting frequency from 2007 to 2008

Change | High Low Count | Med | Posts8
All 2000% | -100% 486 | -40% | 18,876
Q1 2000% 8% 97 50% 3,715
Q2 7% | -25% 97 -8% 6,441
Q3 -26% | -53% 98 | -40% | 3,751
Q4 -54% | -84% 97 | -70% | 3,301
Qs -85% | -100% 97 | -100% 1,668
Table 3.2: Changes in posting frequency from 2008 to 2009

Change | High | Low | Count | Median | Postsy
All 3800% | -100% 426 -55% | 20,544
Q1 3800% 3% 84 50% 4,441
Q2 -6% | -40% 86 -27% 6,461
Q3 -41% | -68% 86 -55% | 3,929
Q4 -69% | -89% 84 -81% | 3,282
Qs -90% | -100% 86 -100% 2,431

3. Changes in Frequency

It’s clear from Chapter 2 that, on the whole, visible
liblogs had considerably fewer posts in 2009 than
in 2007, with fewer liblogs having any posts and
fewer posts per blog.

Table 3.3: Changes in posting frequency from 2007 to 2009

Notes on these changes

Quite a few libloggers did significantly more blog-
ging in 2008 than in 2007—all of Quintile 1 and
part of Quintile 2. The median blog in Quintile 1
had 75% more posts. The next year, the median in-
crease was only 50% and, while the entire first quin-
tile included more posts, the change ranged down
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to barely noticeable (8%). Over the two-year period, Tennant: Digital Libraries.............cccceovvurureuerenennn. 150%
the top quintile includes a number Of blogs w]th lerary sprlng ............. s 150%
slightly fewer posts in 2009 than in 2007. Still, as A Librarian's Guide to Etiquette ..........ccccecevverennene 1432/0
listed later in this chapter, there were dozens of klll?;a;y Sﬁ;ff ....... e 14; 0;0
blogs with more posts in each successive year. \ echSource Blog..........ooooovvvvvvvvvviviiis 13 0o
o - . libraryassessment.info ...........cceevevvereereeseenesennnnnns 133%
The second quintile, representing blogs with ellie <3 libraries ........cccveeeeveriereeeeiese e 120%
somewhat better year-to-year records than aver- The PlanetEsme Plan .........ccoccoevvevieienincenieeseeee 13%
age, almost exactly matches my “relatively un- PLIINIUS. v+ 100%
changed” definition (+20% to -20%) for 2007-
2008, but ranges from tiny increases to losing a hangingtogether.org.........ccoveueueeeirereeieeeerseeennes 89%
quarter of posts for 2008-2009—and, for the two- Love the' Lll?erry ........................................................ 832%)
year period, includes blogs dropping four out of Stephens L}ghthouse ................................................. 81%
ArChiVEMALIiCa ..veveeeeeeieieeeeeeee e 80%
ten posts over two years. Dilettante's Ball 5%
'The medlan' for each change period 1 telling. Knowbodies........cccovveriirieieienieieeie e 73%
While the median blog was off by a third from TangOGNAT ........oeueveiieriereiieeieieseseeete e 70%
2007 to 2008 and by 40% from 2007 to 2009, it was WalKiNg PAPET....c.vvvereeiieiecieieiieeieiesesie e 67%
down more than half—55%—over two years. Bibliographic Wilderness.............cccccevririrueuereeneninnns 63%
Note also the “-100%” median for Q5 in tables Be openly accessible or be obscure ..............ccccueuee 60%
3.2 and 3_3’ Wthh means at least half Of the blogs ln A lerary Writer's Blog .......................................... 572/0
that quintile had no posts at all in 2009. Table 3.3 Typo oli thg day for librarians ........cccceceveeverereneeenncnn 51 ;)
would be even worse if I included the 23 blogs with gcl)i f];;gg;lsg% aMad L1brar1an """"""""""""""""""""" 52(;
posts in 2007 but none in either 2008 or 2009. Lo > 00
rambleonsylvie.........coceveeviiiininiiiinee, 50%
Growth Blogs’ 2007 to 2009 School Librarian in ACtion..........ccceeevveevieeeieeeneeens 47%
This list includes 77 blogs with more posts in 2009 Cheeky Librarian..........ccccccoeccccceieccnnnineenes 47%
than in 2007—not quite all of Q1 (which goes PLA BlOg....oiiiiiieieireneceeee e 46%
down to -3%). (Note: Order in the list is in actual Ope:n Access Nevxfs .................................................... 432%)
decreasing percentages, including fractional per- rgelmg and WIithing......c..ccoceveveeveenineneeeneneeee 420A)
centages.) Librarian of Fortune............cccceeevvievivieeiieecieeeveeeeneen 41%
Bl 8es: Growth Outof the Jungle.........coceeieiininiiiieeee 38%
2 l;)egnsesame .................................................. 3r(8)(\:(/) ; The Imaginary Journal of Poetic Economics ........... 7%
......................................................... 0
SLAW .ttt enaens %
ILIDIarian.......ocvervierieriereere e 2475% Liab‘;vary Voice ... ; z %)
The Centered Librarian..........cccecceeveevieevieesieennnnne. 2222% Bool ) th: a librarian' . %
ishush —00% ooks to curl up with: a librarian's musings............. 29%
lzscoolfc;;i; ............................................................... T The "M" Word - Marketing Libraries..................... 27%
............................................................... 0
PAfANIEL . i 350% The L Lett %
Thotghts from a Library Administrator ............ 220% D.e. elzaéy CLLRT s 25 0/0
Librarv Grants 200% igital BCCONErIC. .ovvvvvvvvvvviiiiniiiiinnnnns 25%
Digi {K """""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" o Extensible Librarian...........cccecevevereenieenieneeneeneenne 25%
pé%ls?ga?(?rnes ““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““ 22692;0/0 Books, Bargains, & Beer ........c.cceceevievinincenieninenene 25%
............................................................. 0
Terry's WOrKIOZ.......ccoovvievieeieiiieeeeiecieereeeee e %
The Search Principle blog.........ccccooverviivenininncnnens 263% I e;ry Sd oBrl< 8 % 0/0
Paul Miller......c.cocveeiieeiieiieiieiieeeeeeeeeie e 225% L A 2400
Government Info Pro % Attempting Elegance ..........ccocoeveevienenenennienenenenne, 23%
“““““““““““““““““““““““““““ Peter Scott's Library Blog.........ccccevvevercieninenencnen.23%
I Reader 00 The Distant Librarian...........ccceceeeveeeieecieecreesieesreennens 20%
.................................................................. 0 .

’ KidS Lit oot %
Creating the One-shot Library Workshop.............. 200% .lb 5 ) 2000
LiDCAStING c.veveververeieieinienececeeesrcteeeeeee e 200% Li 1ia131 lc\l/{.obn (f """""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 18(5)
Ramblings on Librarianship, Technology, E)g) lodedli ]f?sr);{m 0 ettt ettt ettt ettt reereens 17 0/0

d Academia 500% ristina's AN ceveiieeeeeeeee et 15%
and ACaCEMIA. .............. ST BlogJunction.........cccceveeieierienireeieeeeeeee e 14%
Librarians for Human Rights ..........ccccoccevininiennne. 183% . o

. . ATChIVESINEXE ..o 12%
the.effing.librarian ..........cccceceeviereninieneneneeiene 175% RUSA Bl o
Information Literacy meets Web 2.0 169% O veveereererteteeeseesessetesteessesseseneeseesesseneeneesenes 1%
T Catalogablog ........cccevveririiieieeeee e 1%
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Crazy QUILES.....eeeeeieieeieeee e 1%

The Kept-Up Academic Librarian ...........ccccoevevenenee. 9%
The Sheck SPOt......cccecveeieriirieieieeeee e 8%
Please Be Quiet 4%

Another Way to View Changes

Another good way to look at changes over time is
to split the universe into three parts: Those with
significant increases (at least 21%), those with sig-
nificant decreases and those staying about the
same. This analysis ignores blogs with no posts at
all—and, for three-year triplets, ignores blogs that
don’t have at least one post in each year.

Year-to-year distribution
Comparing 2007 to 2008, there are 419 blogs with
posts in both years. Of those, 96 (23%) had more
than 20% more posts in 2008 than in 2007. 84
(20%) had roughly the same number of posts (from
20% more to 20% fewer). That leaves 239 (57%) that
dropped in frequency by more than 20%.
Comparing 2008 to 2009, there are 422 blogs
with posts in both years. Of those, 78 (18%) grew
by more than 20%; 98 (23%) stayed about the
same; and 246 (58%) dropped by more than 20%.
The only real difference between 2007-2008 and
2008-2009 is that a very slightly smaller propor-
tion of blogs had substantial growth from 2008 to
2009, with slightly more staying about the same.
Compare 2007 to 2009—for the 373 blogs with
posts in both years (seven of which had no posts in
2008). 64 (17%) grew significantly—roughly the
same percentage as in the other years—but only 46
(12%) stayed about the same, leaving 263 (71%)
dropping more than 20% in frequency.

Three-year patterns
Table 3.4 breaks down changes over all three
years—that is, 2007-2008, 2008-2009 and 2007-

Same Fewer Same 1 0%
Same Fewer Fewer 49 13%
Fewer More More 9 2%
Fewer More Same 15 4%
Fewer More Fewer 29 8%
Fewer Same Same 1 0%
Fewer Same Fewer 46 13%
Fewer Fewer Fewer 08 27%

Table 3.4: Posting frequency patterns, 2007-2009

This table includes 363 blogs with at least one post

in each year. There are theoretically 27 patterns

(three cubed), but realistically, these are almost all

of the feasible patterns—e.g., if a blog grows by

more than 20% in each year, it can’t possibly show

less than 20% growth for the two-year period.
Consider the largest groups:

> By far the largest group dropped by more
than 20% each year.

» Two groups are almost tied for second place
(13%), both dropping by more than 20%
from 2007 to 2009: Those that were about
the same in 2007-2008 and those that were
about the same in 2008-2009.

» The fourth largest group (9%) grew signifi-
cantly from 2007 to 2008, but dropped
enough from 2008 to 2008 to represent an
overall drop of more than 20% from 2007 to
2009—and its mirror case, blogs shrinking
from 2007 to 2008 and growing from 2008 to
2009, but shrinking overall—was the only
other case with more than 6% of the blogs.

Growing Patterns

The blogs below, all of them part of the top quin-
tile for 2007-2009, show the possible patterns that
result in overall growth. As elsewhere above, the
three words refer to change in 2007-2008, 2008-
2009 and 2007-2009 respectively.

Continuous growth (more, more, more)

2009—into a of permutations. Blog....couiiiiiriiieiircieecnrcie, Growth 2007-2009
2007-08 | 2008-09 | 2007-09 | Blogs | Percentage DigitalKoans .........ceeveueiniririeieieirireieeeresseeeeenes 201%
More More More 8 2% POESY GAlOTE ... 268%
More Same More 16 4% Ramblings on Librarianship, Technology, and

More Same Same 1 0% ACAdeMUA ... 200%
More Fewer More 21 6% Librarians for Human Rights..............cccocccniinins 183%
More Fewer Same 9 2% A Librarian's Guide to Etiquette..........ccccccerueruenenne. 143%
More Fewer Fewer 34 9% Library Stuff......cccooieiiiie 143%
Same More More 6 2% The PlanetEsme Plan..........ccccocevveeveninenenencnenen. 13%
Same More Same 1 0% Stephen's Lighthouse.........ccccocoeviiiinininiiiiieeee 81%
Same Same More 2 1% Mixed growth

Same Same Same 18 5% More, same, more:

Same Same Fewer 2 1% ILADrarian .......ooceevveverenieieeeeee e 2475%
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Government Info Pro ........c..ccccceevinincnninncncne. 211%
LiDCaSting ......cecvevueeeieieienieeieiesie e eeeie e 200%
Tennant: Digital Libraries.........cccecvevereneneecvennnne. 150%
hangingtogether.org...........ccoceeeveveveneecieneneeeeene, 89%
Dilettante's Ball.........ccceoceririenienenieieiereseeeiene 75%
TangognaT.......ccceveviriereninircceceee e 70%
Typo of the day for librarians.............cceeevervreveceennene 51%
rambleonsylvie........cceceeceririniereeeeee e, 50%
Cheeky Librarian...........ccoecveveeierieneneerieseseeneseeneens 47%
Open Access NEWS ........ccoveeriieeniieniieenieereeeeeeee 43%
reeling and writhing..........cc.cocevevnininencnninenene 42%
Librarian of Fortune...........ccccccvevvveeeeeieecieeieereeene 41%
Library VOICe ......c.cecerviieiiiriieieeeeieee e 32%
Books to curl up with: a librarian's musings............. 29%
Terry's Worklog.........coevueeieenineninininenencsceene 25%
Same, more, more:

Library Grants .........ccecceeeeereeneeneeneeneeneeneeseennees 300%
Information Literacy meets Web 2.0 ..........cccvnuee.. 169%
ALA TechSource Blog........cccevvevenininneneninieienne 138%
KNowbodies........ccoecuirviirciiriieieeieeie e 73%
WalKing Paper......ccoceverierienieninieeneneeeenene e 67%
SLIAW <ottt e 35%
Same, same, more:

The "M" Word - Marketing Libraries.........c..c.cc....... 27%
Peter Scott's Library Blog .........cccccveveriencninienicnnne 23%

Ups and downs, but eventually up
More, fewer, more:

School Librarian in Action..........ccccceeeeeevveeeeseeennns 47%
Out of the Jungle........coceeeveviivirieieeeeeeeeee 38%
Infotoday Blog.......ccceveeieieiinieeeiee e 24%

Conclusions

Most ongoing blogs—roughly three out of five—
had significantly fewer posts in each year, with
nearly three-quarters dropping by at least 21% over
the two-year period. That’s the primary conclusion.

[Omitted: 41 blog profiles]

4. The Long and Short
of Blogs

Last year, it seemed reasonable to suppose that, on
the whole, liblogs would have fewer posts but long-
er posts, as Twitter, FriendFeed, Facebook and oth-
ers replaced many of the uses for very short posts.

If anything, that’s even more true in 2009,
even as a number of bloggers simply stopped blog-
ging. One new liblog is an extreme case: In the Li-
brary with the Lead Pipe, a group blog that’s
essentially an essay magazine done in blog form,

Qpen SESAMIC......cuvvviiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeeees 3800?) Wlth each (reviewed and edlted) entry the length
1shuslh 1 ................................................................. 7000A) of a typical magazine or journal article.
lzjggon"l;ct)os ............................................................... ;cs)g(;) While more of the remaining libloggers seem
T ) L PN 0 . . .
Thoughts from a Library Administrator.................. 340% hkely'to write essays ‘rather th.an quick posts, there
The Search Principle blog.........cccccooervieveninienncnnens 263% are still blogs for W‘hICh‘ the single sentence or two
Creating the One-shot Library Workshop.............. 200% is the norm, including link blogs and some others.
I, REAAET ... 200% ..
the.effing.librarian ..........ccococeevevenininnennenicnn 175% BIOS Length QUlntlleS
ellie <3 libFaries ........................................................ 1202)%) We discuss overall length first. These are observa-
LOV.e the lee.rryv ........................................................ 83 % thIlS, not judgments: Thel‘e’s no “I‘lght length» for
A Library Writer's Blog........ccccccecerineneccnncnenncnne. 57% Lo
. o 0 a blog or for individual posts.
Confessions of a Mad Librarian .........cccccceeeveeveennnne. 50% L I d to deduct 1 )
DIY LibIAIAN. oo so%  Lastyear I attempted to deduct large quanti-
PLA BLOG.....eveeeeeeveeeeeeeeeseeeeeseeseeeeseseeseeeseseessees 46%  ties of “link overhead”—sets of link network icons
The Imaginary Journal of Poetic Economics............. 37%  that turn into groups of words when copied for
Books, Bargains, & Beer ...........cccocevvvririeiereeiriniennns 25% length evaluation. This year, | made no such at-
Extensible Librarian........coccoeevevevieieieeneeeeeeeeeeeene 25% tempt. Most blogs don’t include link networks
Dlgltal ECCEHtI‘lC ........................................................ 25;%) Wlth each post, Where they doy the readable text
The Lear.y Letter .ceuieuieieieeieeteeee st 25% may be anywhere from one to 30 words shorter
Attempting Elegance ...........ccccoeceveninnienenencenienene. 23%
than the reported text.
Fewer, more, more: o
Paul Miller..........ccooveuieeereeeieeeeeeceeeeeee e, 225% Quintiles for 2007
libraryassessment.info ..............ccccoeeveverevererererennnnn. 133% [ was able to calculate word counts for 412 blogs for
PHNIUS. .ottt 100% March-May 2007.
ar'ch.ivemati‘ca R A 80% Leno7y High Low Blogs Median | Posts
Bibliographic Wilderness...........cccccoeceerienenenieneennne 63% All 186,467 179 412 6,216 | 19,720
Be openly accessible or be obscure .............cccccooouee 60% Q1 186,467 | 16,854 83 27,155 | 11,496
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Q2 16,849 | 8,073 83 1,090 | 3,997
Q3 8,035 | 4,580 82 6,163 2,331
Q4 4,554 1,938 82 3,111 1,161
Qs 1,922 179 82 1,119 735

Table 4.1: Total word count quintiles for March-May 2007

All 5777% | -100% 380 -31% | 13,056
Q 5777% | 40% 77 96% | 3,031
Q2 38% -16% 75 1% | 5,786
Q3 17% | -44% 76 31% | 2,414
Q4 -45% | -70% 76 -57% | 1,365
Qs -71% | -100% 76 -86% 460

This table should be self-explanatory—e.g., the
shortest blog in the longest quintile (Q1) had
16,854 words while the longest had 186,467. The
median was 27,155 words; 83 blogs fell into this
category; they include 11,496 posts—58% of the
total for all 412 blogs.

Table 4.5: Changes in total word count from 2008 to 2009

There was, in fact, one blog where the total length
of all posts was down so much that it rounds off to
-100%—that is, it was at least 201 times as long in
2008 as in 2009.

Quintiles for 2008
I was able to calculate

March-May 2008.

lengths for 452 blogs for

Chyg | High | Low | Blogs | Median | Posts

All 4545% | -100% 331 -411% 17,314
Q1 4545% 13% 66 80% 3,430
Q2 2% | -27% 64 -1% 4,279
Q3 -29% | -54% 67 -39% 4,421
Q4 -55% | -81% 66 -66% 2,673
Qs -82% | -100% 68 -89% 2,511

Leno8 | High Low | Blogs | Median | Posts
All 204,517 46 452 5,536 | 17,824
Q1 204,517 | 14,945 91 21,580 | 10,443
Q2 14,832 7,661 90 10,536 | 3,395
Q3 7,571 | 3,770 90 5536 | 2,351
Q4 3699 | 1,553 90 2,484 | 1,046
Qs 1,544 46 91 81| 589

Table 4.2: Total word count quintiles for March-May 2008

Quintiles for 2009
I was able to calculate lengths for 394 blogs for

March-May 2009.

Lenog High Low Blogs | Median | Posts
All 239,351 17 394 3,621 | 13,437
Q1 239,351 | 11,728 79 20,919 | 8,920
Q2 11,713 5,317 79 7,839 | 2,351
Q3 5248 | 2,587 79 3,621 | 1180
Q4 2,555 | 1,003 78 1,728 673
Qs 990 17 79 540 313

Table 4.3: Total word count quintiles for March-May 2009

Changes from 2007 to 2008

Tables 4.4 through 4.6 show changes in total word
counts for 2007-2008, 2008-2009 and 2007-2009.
In each case, changes are only shown if word
counts were available for both years—and the post

count is for the first year.

Ch78 High | Low | Blogs | Median | Posts
All 5714% | -98% 385 us% | 18,953
Q1 5714% | 43% 77 m% | 1,344
Q2 42% -6% 75 14% | 6,684
Q3 7% | -34% 78 -23% | 4,041
Q4 35% | -62% 78 -50% | 4,254
Qs -63% | -98% 77 -79% | 2,630

Table 4.4: Changes in total word count from 2007 to 2008

Ch89 | High | Low | Blogs | Median | Posts |

Table 4.6: Changes in total word count from 2007 to 2009

For the graphically oriented, Figure 4.1 shows word
counts for each blog in 2007, 2008 and 2009.

1,000,000

100,000

10,000

1,000

100

10

......... 2008 —— 2009

Figure 4.1: Word counts for liblogs, 2007, 2008 and 2009

Figure 4.1 shows word counts (vertical axis) for
each blog in each year, plotted on a logarithmic
scale. (The horizontal axis is one increment for
each blog.) As with most total-length metrics, this
may not be particularly meaningful.

Averages and totals

As usual, averages can be misleading. For example:

» The 412 blogs with measurable word count
in 2007 had a total of 4.8 million words in
March-May 2007, for an average length of
11,659 words each—but only 121 blogs (29%)
were at least that long.

> In 2008, blogs with measurable word counts
totaled 4.47 million words—down a mere
7%--but there were roughly 10% more blogs,
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so the average length was down to 9,883 Confessions of a Science Librarian ...........c.ccoeue... 21,028
words (15% down from 2007). Still, only 143 The Good Library Blog...........c.ceeueuiirinierereeinns 20,919
blogs (32%) had at least 9,883 words. Phil Bradley's weblog ..........ccccooeueiriieeieiniieienninnas 20,104
» In 20009, total word count was down to 3.47
million—a 22% decline from 2008—but lauren's library blog ..........cceveiviericenieerieeereenee 19,531
measurable blogs were also down to 395, Tame the Web ........ccocooveveveuiiiieecceeeeeea 19,497
yielding an average of 8,810 words per blog TangogNaT .....c.ceueueueiereeeieieieererieeeesseee e 19,252
(down 1%). 109 of the blogs—28%—had at The PlanetEsme Plan .........c.ccoocevvvvveeveereeereesenenas 18,51
least 8,810 words each. ACRL INSIAOT 1.t 18,397
ReSEarChBUZZ ......ccvvvviiiiiiiieeieeeeee e 18,212
Longest Blogs in 2009 The Gypsy Librarian.........ccccceceeeevrereeeeeneneneeeenenes 18,107
Here’s the list of blogs in Q1 for length in 2009. C‘ave.at Le‘ctor .......................................................... 17,962
D Total Words ricklibrarian..........ceceveeeeienieneceeseeee e 17,911
OPEn ACCESS NEWS v 239,351 ]I;ﬂaga];}fTechNZ ....................................................... 17,606
ResourceShelf...........cccoveiieiiiiieiiiceceeeeee e 131,655 OB:crenreenes L 17541
beSpacific 100,570 Pop Culture Librarian ..........cceceevevereeeecveneseennnns 17,365
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" ’ What I Learned Today........cccceeverierencenvenieneennennnn 17,315
Law Librarian Blog 82,726 The Krafty Librarian...........ccoceeevevereeceecrenesennennns 16,894
DisitalKoans. ... 81’ 216 Librarian In BlacK........c.cceccevirieienieneneeieieseeeeenen 16,511
Ougt of the ]unle """""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 6’ , The Itinerant Librarian .........cccccoeceeeeeecierieseenennnn 16,239
Peter Scott's Lﬁ)raryBlog """""""""""""""""""""" 552’59 52 ) the.effing.librarian ..........c.cccceovineneininincnicnne 16,208
"""""""""""""""""""""" ’ Paul Miller.......ccccvevieriieieieiesecieieie e eeenn. 16,059
Bluestalking 46,805 Rambling Librarian :: Incidental Thoughts
Stephen' L ey ofa Singapore LIIOgaRan ... 5607
A Chair, A Fireplace & A Tea COZY vroooorrocrrro... 42,651 Librarilly Blonde ......c..coceveninenieninineeicneneeene 15,399
Beyond the JOD ..oroeoreoeeoseos oo 37,784 Infotoday Blog.......cocevereenienininieiinerecieeneee 15,280
Head Tale 37’ 634 hangingtogether.org........cccccocevvervieiinninncnencnnn. 15,200
LAbrary clipsS....ccceeereeneenienenieienieneeieenieseeeene 37,, 558 Libology BlOg oottt 15,088
The Centered Libragian..........._._____ 36,088 I(\jlodalltlesllalog ........................................................ 15,032
The Rabid Librarian's Ravings in the Wind.......... 35,881 Srz%zy Bul sLb .................................................. 15,024
Free Government Information (FGI) ............... 33,279 wiss Army Librarian .........ccccooeveneieieninenennennne 15,015
The Kept-Up Academic Librarian.........ccccceceeeenee 2,91 . L. .
LibrarprhrEnicles .................................................. ;2 3?72 Erpergling Technologies Librarian..........c..ccerve 14,553
OUseful.Info, the bOg.....rerrerseoserserr o 2219 LLLbrarlan' ................................................................. 14,128
Christina's LIS Rant .......cccccceevveveecieeieeieeieeee 30,804 ibrary Juice.......... L 13,799
Thoughts from a Library Administrator................. 13,455
Bibliographic Wilderness..........cccceceeveveneneenicnnene 29,308 anorme%tio.n Literacy Weblog.....c.vervvsvssvssvcse 13,080
David Lee King.........cccevererieneneninieneneneeienens 28,160 1r_1fo—fe.tlshlst """""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 13073
The Misadventures of Super_Librarian ........... 27,366 L%brarTan ................................................................. 12,986
always learning..........cecevevenieneneninnieneneeceene 27,138 Librarians Matter ........ooovvssvssossirs s 12,729
UK Web Focus 26 ’ s Baby Boomer Librarian .........c.ccecceveveneeienicnenncene. 12,712
Kids Lit ... , 6,2 Library Alchemy .......c.ccoceveirerereieieeseseeeeeee 12,606
""""" s 20,079 The Distant Librarian.........ccccceceeeeeeviennieeeenienenn... 11,786
The Information Literacy Land of Confusion........ 26,189 .
L ATChIVESNEXL ...c.vveeeeviieiiecieeeeeectee et 11,728
DigitiZation 101 ....cccveeriiiriiiiiiieeiieeereeeiee e 26,153
bookshelves of doom ..........cccecveeiieiieciieciieieeee 25,953
The Blue Skunk Blog........cccoecvevenininiienenenieenne, 25,802 Words per Post
Science Library Pad..........cccccoeueveveveverererererereneinnn. 25,748 Blog length is generally less interesting than post
Walt at RaNdOm .....cuvemieriiiicirceceeceeeee e 25,242 length—the average words per post within a blog.
Borderland Tales .........ccoovveeevviiiiiiieeceiieeeeeieeeeens 25,010 For the tables that follow, the universe for each
words-per-post table is the same as for the compa-
yg::rurr];i.o ............................................................ 11,853 rable overall-length table.
IDIary Boy ....cccoovivievieininiiicicercceceecrcecee ,755 o
In the Library with the Lead Pipe ..........ccooooooev..... 23,743 _Quintiles for post length, 2007
Info Career Trends..........ccceeeereereesvenieeieereeeenns 23,375 Wordsy | High | Low | Blogs | Median | Posts
UK Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Blog....... 21,608 All 1,521 10 412 259 | 19,720
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Q1 1,521 408 82 500 | 2,250
Q2 407 201 82 340 | 3,046
Q3 289 224 82 260 | 4,075
Q4 223 | 154 83 180 | 5,403
Qs 152 10 83 u8 | 4,937

Table 4.7: Words per post for 2007

The three central quintiles are small ranges: In
each case, the low number is at least 69% of the
high number. If you characterized blogs in those
quintiles as having “around 340 words per post,”
“around 260 words per post” and “around 180
words per post” respectively, you wouldn’t be far
off. You could also state those as roughly two para-
graphs, one long paragraph and one paragraph.

Quintiles for post length, 2008

10,000

1,000

100

10

— =t 2007 ceeeenees 2008 —— 2009

Figure 4.2: Words per post, 2007, 2008 and 2009

The vertical axis here (words per post) is logarith-
mic, largely because the extremely long posts in

Words8 | High | Low | Blogs | Median | Posts . .
one 2009 blog tend to obscure other data in a li-
All 1,645 1 452 255 | 17,824 h
Q1 1,645 | 445 90 621| 1892 | NeArsraph-
82 444 | 302 90 362 2,487 Blogs with Essay-Length Posts in 2009
3 301 | 225 90 256 | 4,494
Q4 224 160 92 195 | 3,633 Blog....:............_ .................... RO Words per Post
Qs 158 I 90 16 5,318 In the Library with the Lead Pipe........ccccccevenennee 2,968
’ INfOSCIPhI ....cvvieiiieecece e 1,815
Table 4.8: Words per post for 2008 The Information Literacy Land of Confusion.......... 1,541
It may be noteworthy that, for three of the five Academic Libre}rian .......... e 1,142
quintiles, the median is higher than for 2007— The Zenformation Professional...........ccccceeverurenenne. 1,113
significantly higher for the first quintile. Blogs ?}?ll;?tanig ........ p 1 ................................................... 1,239
with short posts represented a larger proportion of Iy ueseue;;lez 0sme ATttt 1, 0891
all posts—which also makes sense, since current 14,1420 on the edge. ..o LOI9
awareness and linkblogs have many brief entries. habitually probing generalist..............ccccevevrvreennnen. 1,008
Quintiles for post length, 2009 o
Wordsg | High | Low | Blogs | Median | Posts The Gypsy L_1brar1an ................................................... 953
All 2,068 0 304 270 | 13,437 aBlwzys lleazln%nig ........................................................... 932
6 orderland Tales.........ccceverieieerenieneeceese e 92
8; 2’325 ‘gi Zg 3;‘; 11;31;; LABIATYTECHNZ c.oooee oo 880
Q3 3 230 -3 70 | 2,568 Library clips c..coveeeevienieninieiesiereeteeeeeeee e 873
6o 102 | 3,756 Info Career Trends .........cecceverererienieneneeeeseeeeen 866
Q4 229 ! 79 2 ’ rachelvacek.com ..........cceevieeviieciinciieieeeeeeieeeen 859
Qs 159 10 9 m | 4,097 Weibel Lines.......cccoovveviiniinieieieceeceecee e 858
Table 4.9: Words per post for 2009
Note that, for all but Qs, the ranges are slightly Gua.rd?en'ne of the TOMES .......cocvvvereereiiriereieeieae e, 791
. . Christina's LIS Rant.........cccceeevieviieiieecieeieeieeieeveeenn 790
higher than in 2008. ) S
. . .. The Itinerant Librarian.........ccccecveeveesieeseeneeneenneenne. 773
This particular metric is one where the average The Cool Librarian 2
isn't that misleading. The ave'erage post length Coyle's INFOrmation ..........cccceceeeeeenienenenseeneneneennes 733
across all blogs was 244 words in 2007, 251 words Tinfoil + RACCOON........c.cveeieiiciiieiecticteeieeeeceeeeeeaan 730
in 2008 and 258 words in 2009, all within 6% of AU COUTANE ..ot es s 729
the median—although the average grows very meg kribble.........cccooiiiiiii 726
shghtly each year, whlle the median drops (almost Commen'tary from Carl Grant .......cccceeeeeeveeeeeiveeeeennns 713
imperceptibly) in 2008. }Fnhforgil:tlo'n War]iFls) To 'Be Free...ooovvvoieiieeeieeeieeee, 709
Pref. raph? e Ubiquitous Librarian.........ccceceeeeeeverencneencnccnnens 705
releragrap Overdue [deas.........ccveveerienienieeiecrecee et 704
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The Other Librarian..........cccocoeeeevereneereereneseeieenn 681 Readers' Advisory Knapsack ..........ccecevverireecienenincnns 33
Dilettante's Ball.........ccoceririeienenenieieeeeeeeeee 673 USETSIID.COM .. 35
SciTech Library Question...........cccecveeeverienieneeeeennnn 664 Angels have the phone box .........ccceevevivireieiieninienns 43
Joeyanne Libraryanne ............ccccceevvreecienieneneeneennene. 664 Information JunK..........cccceevvieeiniieieeiecie e 43
Everybody's Libraries .........c.ccecevereneenienenenceieenns 662 BentleyBlog .......ccceevieriiriiiieieeeeeee e 44
Obnoxious Librarian from Hades...........c.cceouvenneneen. 661 SChENIZZIE......ccuvieiieiicieceeeeeeeee e 47
Connecting Librarian........c..coccececrvenenenenncncnennne. 654 The Laughing Librarian ........c.ccccocevvevevnenicncnenncnnens 49
INfO-FEtiISNISE....eeeveieiieeeieiese e 654 Stephen Gallant ReView .........ccccecvevevienenencienieeeeenenn 50
The Misadventures of Super_Librarian ...................... 652
Scholarly Electronic Publishing Weblog ................... 647 A Librarian's Guide to Etiquette ..........ccceceveveveeennenne. 60
UK WeDb FOCUS.....oovuieeieieiiriieieieeseeeeee e 641 The Vital Library ........cceceeeieeiereneeiereseeeeeee e 60
Thoughts from a Library Administrator..................... 612 Feral Library Tales.........cceceeveriereeieieneeeeieeseeeeeenns 63
SHIVETSPIILE. ....vveeveiieiieeieieie ettt 603 digitizationblog.........ccecereririiiirireee 63
5 T USSR 601 LibraryPlanet.Com.........ccceveruereeierienieneeeenieneseeenns 68
Peter Scott's Library Blog.......c.ccocevevineninencniniecnenne. 69
OUseful.Info, the blog..........ccceveirineneninnineeee, 597 Practical Kati€ ......ccceeevevierieeeeienienieieseeseeeeeeeseeseesenns 71
Open Librari€s ........ccccveeverereeienienieseeieieseeeeeeseenes 583 Bad Librarianship Now! ..........cccceeveviinincinciinenceeens 80
Pop Culture Librarian ..........ccecceeerereecvesieneseeseennennns 579 It's not easy being a George.........ccccecveverereereenencenns 84
Metalogger ......ccuevueriereeieiinienteecneeeeee e 574 Library Computer Guy's Weblog ..........cccceceevienerennces 85
Library Alchemy.......cccccocevininienenininiccneneeecee, 573 drupalib.....ccceeierieie e o1
Library Garden .........cccceeeveneneenenenenieneneneeeeeene 571 HappyGeek's CodeX.......coocevemimineenieneneneenieneneneens 92
ShIMENAWA ....ovveiieiieiieteteee e 569 ADSTracked.......c.covieviieiiiieeeeeceeeeeree s 93
EMerging .....cccceeevererienienenienieieneneeeeeenieseeeeeeene 568 Libraries in the NHS ......cccccoenininiiiininineieneeeene 96
Inherent VIce........cooveviieiiienieeniieiieiieseeseesecesee e 567 The Invisible Web Weblog.........c..cccceevenineneenienenncne. 96
Librarian 2 .....cceeceerieenieeneenieeneeseeree et 565 Darth LibriS......ccvevierienienieeeeeieeeeeee et 96
Manage This!......cccooerienenininieeeneeeeeeeeee 565 SPLAT ..ottt ettt 97
Bibliographic Wilderness..........c.ccocevvervencneneeniennene 564 Library Monk........ccccooiviniiiinininieiineneeecieneneeene 97
Coffee|Code......ooumimiinieneeeteee e 563 New Jersey Academic Librarian........ccccceeeeveevienenennee. 99
Emerging Technologies Librarian...........cccccoceeeenee. 560
Enquiring Minds Want to Know.............ccceeevevvennenns 557 Post Length Changes
Free Range Librarian..........cccceceveveneniiencnenennecnene. 553 The next three tables show the distribution of
the pod bay door .......coeevevieniiniiieiiieieecee 553 1 h ch
025.431: The Dewey blog .......cccccvevininiiiniinininicenee, 552 post-lengt - €1anges. -
Ch78 High | Low | Blogs | Median | Postsy
QQPIbrarian ..........cccuevevevevereeeeeeeeeeeeeee oo eresnenan 547 All 436% | -81% 385 5% | 18,953
MeEMbEIBLOG. .......oeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeesee s45 | Q1 436% | 43% 77 73% | 3,080
Musings from Vermont .........c..ccoceverereenenenenseennene. 543 Q2 42% 13% 77 24% 3,503
Connie Crosby.......cccceeevierenenienieneneeieeneseeeeeees 543 Q3 12% -5% 77 5% 5,486
Rambling Librarian :: Incidental Thoughts Q4 5% | -25% 75 -13% 4,674
of a Singapore Liblogarian .............cccccovrvevevnnennen. 540 Qs -26% | -81% 79 -39% 2,210
UK Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Blog............ 527 Table 4.10: Changes in post length from 2007 to 2008
The Singing Librarian Talks (or Writes...).....c...ce..... 521 . .
Gather NO DUSL .....ocuevuieieiiienieeeeeeeeeeee e 516 Ch8g High | Low | Blogs | Median | Posts8
library webhead.............cccoovueveveiieiiereiieierescee e 515 All 522% | -96% 380 2% | 16,386
Your Neighborhood Librarian............c.cccceevevevevennnen. 508 0] 522% | 48% 76 92% | 2,088
The Medium is the Message............oceevrveerieenirrennnes 508 Q2 47% | 14% 75 28% 4,221
Walt at Random ..........cccoeciieciieciieiieieceeeee e 505 Q3 13% 7% 78 2% 4,933
EBM and Clinical Support Librarians@UCHC........... 504 Q4 -8% | -26% 75 -17% 3,552
eFoundations..........ccecvevienienienieciececeee e 504 Qs -27% | -96% 76 -42% 1,592
Llyfrgellydd.......ccoooviriiiiniiieeeeeeeeeeeee 502 Table 4.11: Changes in post length from 2008 to 2009
Blogs with Terse Posts in 2009 Ch7g | High | Low | Blogs | Median | Postsy
. . All 537% | -96% 331 8% | 17,314
L}brary Link of the Day .......cccoceverrieneninieieneeeeeene 10 [ 537% | 58% 67 99% 2,687
lergry ADNGSt ittt 17 Q- 57% | 20% 65 36% 3,471
David's Random Stuff................ccooooiini, 24 Q 9% | 2% 68 3% 612
Shelf CheCK .......c.oeveeeeieieeeeeeeeteeteeteeee e 30 3 2 4 4
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Q4 5% | -26% 66 -12% 4,662 Librarian by Day ......cccccceverevieenenencneenenceeceeen 69%
Qs -27% | -96% 65 -42% 1,882 Outof the Jungle .......ccoovviviniiniiicceeee 68%
Table 4.12: Changes in post length from 2007 to 2009 Phil Bradley's weblog.............cccoooviiiiiicnicinnnes 68%
Baby Boomer Librarian...........cceceeeeeeienerencienienenenns 68%
In all three cases, note the median for the entire Aigital Serendipities ............o.coovveevververeerreerrsreesnnnn. 65%
universe. It means that more blogs had longer the New Cybrary ......cococoevieinieneeeeeeceeee e 63%
posts than had shorter posts, although the posts Your Neighborhood Librarian .........c.cccceceveneercnnene 63%
may not have been much longer. The Medium is the Message ........c..cocevveerereneecnnene. 58%
OPL Plus (not just for OPLs anymore)...............c...... 58%
B]ogs with ]_onger Posts in 2009 QQIIBrarian........cvveeeeeeeceeireeesee e 56%
. . . Borderland Tales........ccoooovuviieiiniieiceeeeeeeeeee e 54%
Here, we'll limit the list to blogs with posts at least Science Library Pad .........ccoovvveeiecienienieieieeseeeene 54%
50% longer in 2009 than in 2008 that had at least Christina's LIS Rant......cc.ccceeveeeenierieeeeseseseeeenennes 54%
four posts in March-May 2009. in forming thoughts .........ccccovvveeeinnreccce, 53%
Blog .......cc...... Change in words per post, 2008-2009 geeky artist librarian.........coccceeeveneneininincnecnee. 52%
LiDrariAnnNe. .....ccccceverierieininieieieeneseeeeee e 361% Joeyanne Libraryanne..........ccccocevenevinenienenencncnnen. 50%
Social Justice Librarian..........cccecevveeveceerieneesnenrennns 336%
Information Research - ideas and debate................ 219% Change Patterns
3 0,
infodoodads..........cccoeuiiiiiiiiiiiii 209% Consider the three-year patterns, using the same
Nowhere North.........ccoecivviiiiiiiiecececeee 199% methodology as in Chapter 3 and noting that
LAbraryman ....c.ccoeeeeveerieneneenieneneneeeeene e 197% three-year patte'rns could only be done when
Libraries Build Communities ..........c..cccoceveevennnnn. 184% lengths were available for all three years.
Youth Services COrner .........ccceevereerveneeneenieeeennn 180% For 2007-2008, where 385 blogs could be
The Information Literacy Land of Confusion.......... 169% compared, 125 of them (32%) had significantly
Buffalo Wings and Toasted Ravioli..........c.cccevvenneen. 167% longer posts in 2008, 162 (42%) had posts of
LITA Blpg e S 160% roughly the same length, and 98 (25%) had signif-
T.he Ubiquitous Ll!arvarl'an ......................................... 153% icantly shorter posts.
Simon Chamberlain's library weblog ....................... 150%
. 0 For 2008-2009, where 380 blogs could be
meg kribble..........oooiiiiiiiie 139% 0 -
Card Catalog of Creativity.......ccccevevereeneeneneeneennne 136% Compaged, 131 (34%) had significantly longe(l)‘ posts,
Books, Bargains, & Beer.........ccceoveereeirieiniernieeenes 135% 154 ('41 %) were about the same, and 95 (25%) had
Librarian In Black ..........ccoovevevieeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeenne 123% significantly shorter posts.
UK Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Blog.......... 16% Finally, for 2007-2009, comparing 331 blogs
2C00ITOOIS .....ocviiiiiiiicic 108% (six of which didn’'t have calculable lengths in
Paul MIHEI‘ ................................................................ 105;%) 2008’ which is Why the following table represents
ResearchBuzz...........ocouveeiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee e 104% 325 blogs), 129 blogs—39%—had significantly
0
SHIVETISPIILe ..ottt 99% l(onog/e)r}]i) ogts‘, 121 f“(37 /El) w}elre ?bOUt F[he same and 81
LIyfrgellydd ......cccooeeviieeieieeeeeeee e 93% 2470) had sighificantly ShOTter posts.
Tom Roper's Weblog..............cccevevirueveiereeerenrenane. 93% Three-year patterns
The Life Of: BOOKS oot 91% 2007-08 2008-09 | 2007-09 B]ogs Percentage
vae the Ijlberry ........................................................ 88% Longer Longer | Longer 24 7%
Libraries in the NHS ..o 82;%) Longer Same Longer 33 10%
MAMAMUSINGS oo 82% Longer Same Same 4 1%
Information L1terag meets Wel? 2.0 e 81% Longer Shorter | Longer 8 2%
TEoug}}llts from a Library Administrator.................... 79;%) Longer Shorter | Same 28 0%
f‘i L;zl\ia;)eisr.l;ii; .......................................................... 79 c;(j Longer Shorter | Shorter 5 4%
larginalia...........cccouveeeeee eeeees 77 Same Longer | Longer I 0%
The Misadventures of Super_Librarian..................... 73%
Same Longer | Same 1 3%
rachelvacek.com .........ccooevviiiiiiciicciicceecee e 72% 0
M This! o Same Same Longer 9 3%
anage ThiSl......cccooviiereeiee e 72% S S Sam %
The Liminal Librarian..........ccccovvveevveeecveeeeneeeeeeene. 70% ame ame i S 35 1700
Digital ECCENLIIC ...cvevvrreieieriiniieierierieeeeeesie e 69% Same Same Shorter 7 2 0%)
Head Tale.......c.oeuieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees s 69% Same Shorter | Same 3 1 OA’
Crazy QUIlES.......ceveveverevereieieieeeeeeeeeeee e 69% Same Shorter | Shorter 19 6%
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Shorter Longer | Longer 21 6%
Shorter Longer | Same 14 4%
Shorter Longer | Shorter 8 2%
Shorter Same Same 3 1%
Shorter Same Shorter 22 7%
Shorter Shorter | Shorter 1 3%

Table 3.13: Three-year patterns for post length

Blogs with Longer Posts Over Time

Longer each year (24)

Blog......cuueen.. Change in words per post, 2007-2009
The Information Literacy Land of Confusion.......... 537%
Qo) | Y= o1 TSR 316%
Libraries in the NHS .........ccocooiieiiiiiiieieeeeei, 271%
meg Kribble .......cccocviiiiiiiiniiee e 231%
Christina's LIS RaNt ........cccvvveeverierieeeeiesieneeeeienne 219%
rachelvacek.comi..........cecevvirieienieniieieeseeeee 198%
lauren's library blog ........cccceveveevenininneninenieene, 191%
Librarian In BlacK.........cccceeirvinninninnieneenceneeiene 189%
geeky artist librarian ........ccccoceevenininienenninienn 183%
Paul Miller........cocieviiiiiieiieiieieeeceeeeeee e 173%
Manage This!......cccoerveenenininenenneeeeeeeeenen 144%
Musings from Vermont ...........cccecceeveneneneneneneenenn 141%
The Eeyore Librarian........c.ccoceeveeveneneeneeneneneeneennes 131%
Information Literacy meets Web 2.0 ........cccceceeueee. 128%
Borderland Tales ........ccocveeiirniieciieiieiececeeeie 125%
always learning.......c..coceevevenennienenenieeneneneeeeeen 119%
PAfanel.. o 13%
025.431: The Dewey blog .......ccccvevininniininiinieicne m%
Libology BlOg .....covevuerieiiiiniiiieicnenecceeeeenen 108%
Librarian on the edge .........ccceoeveninienieninenieenee. 104%
The Itinerant Librarian .........cccceevvevverieneeseeneennens 93%
Carolyne's pages of interest..........c.cceceeveerenereesuennene 84%
LibraryLaw Blog .......cccceverinerienieninieienenenceiene 70%
The Running Librarian........cccceccevceneneenencnenneenene. 59%
Longer, same, longer (33)

Inherent Vice.........ocoveviieniieiiieniieieeieeieesieeieeseeeeens 149%
The Letter Z......ccouveeveeeeiieeeee ettt 127%
MemberBlog.........ccoeevieneniniiieinneeeeeen 122%
uncaged librarian .........coccovveveevenieniineneneee, 15%
The Singing Librarian Talks (or Writes...)................ 105%
COPY this blog ....ccovivuiriiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee 101%
the pod bay door .......cceevienieniiiiiieeeeeeeee, 92%
LAbrary clips....ccceeereeienieneninteneeeeeeee e 84%
Sites and Soundbytes .........cc.ceceveneniinienenenieene 75%
The Other Librarian........ccccceeeveeievieecieeneeieesie e 74%
the wee librarian...........ccccoveverienenienienenenceeene 61%
User Education Resources for Librarians.................. 58%
eclectic librarian.........ccecceeeieevieeeieecieeseeceee e 54%
EMEerging .....ccccevuerieniiiieienienieeiesese st 54%
CHEEEEIST. .. eeuveeeeeieeieeite ettt sttt 51%
DigiCMBi...c.ciiiiiiiiicicrercceteee et 51%
ISHUSH ... 47%
Loomware - Crafting New Libraries .........c.cccccecueune. 43%

7666.7.1364 (www.jenniferlang.net) ....................
Free Range Librarian..........cccceceeeveveveniesienennnnnen.
RSSALID ..ttt
The Gypsy Librarian.........c.ccecceeeverereesienenennenne
Tombrarian........cocceeceverenenennere e
LIDCASHING ..cvevveeeiieierierieieeeierereeeee e
Librarian Idol ......c.ccceveveriinenincicnneeceee
MELANGE ..ot
j's scratchpad........cccoeeeieieninieieeseeee e

Rambling Librarian :: Incidental Thoughts of a

Singapore Liblogarian........c..cocccevevveneniencncnnenn
Library Grants .........cceceeeeevveseeeceeseesreseneessessesennnes
Into the Stacks........cccceveveerieiieeieceeeeeceeeee e
Open Libraries ........ccocceveeveeneeneeneeneeneeseeseee
Canuck Librarian ........cccccceeveeeveeeeeeieeieeee e
Librarians Matter ..........cccceeveeeeneeneenreeeeeseeeveene

Longer, shorter, longer (8)

Confessions of a Mad Librarian .........c..cocceeeeenenee.
Remaining Relevant...........cccocevveneneneenicnencnnee.
Dewey & Main.....cccceveeneeneeneeneeneeneeneeneeeee

Librarians Helping Canadian Genealogists

Climb Family Trees.......ccccecererereeneneneeienennennes
Filipino Librarian .........ccccoeceevieniienienieneeneeeenne,
Metalogger ......coceeeevieneneeieieeceeeeeeee e
RUSA BIOG ...cveiiieieiiiinieienienieeesicsieseee e
Not So Distant Future...........ccccceeveerieneenieenicnnenne

Same, longer, longer (32)
infodoodads 194%

The Ubiquitous Librarian .........ccccceceeveeveenenenneene.
Online Insider.......ccccoceeveevienenienienineneeieseeeneen
Aigital Serendipities.........ccceeveeveerenerenienenenennes
Tinfoil + Raccoon ......cccccvveveveeieniinineeiecneeee
Phil Bradley's weblog .........ccccecerveenenenennienenenen.
OPL Plus (not just for OPLs anymore) .................
MAMAIMUSINEGS ...evveeireeiieenieenieeneeenree e e e
QQ*librarian.........ccceeeveeeeiiecieeeiie e
Chez Shoes ......coevieiiiinieicceceeteeeee
the New Cybrary .......cccevevivieiiinininceieneneeee
Your Neighborhood Librarian........c..ccccecevenenncee
The Krafty Librarian.........cccecceceveneneniienenenenne.
The Liminal Librarian.........cccceceveneneniienenenene.
TangognaT.......ccoeviiriiiiiiiiiiiiiececceee e
Overdue Ideas .......cccoeeveevieninenieneneeeeeseeeen
Marcus' World........cocovevieiininiiiiniineeceieseeee
Science Library Pad.........ccccovviviiiinininiieneee
Baby Boomer Librarian ..........ccoccevevenienienenenee.
David Lee King......cccoocevveevieneninieneneneeieseeeneen
Out of the Jungle.........coeeveirinincinirniccecnne
Crazy QUIlES c..oeeueeeericiciecccceen
New Jack Librarian..........ccccceeeveeeeieeeneecineeceneeenee.
A Chair, A Fireplace & A Tea Cozy .......occeveeruennee
The Misadventures of Super_Librarian.................
UK Web FOCUS.......cocoiniimiiiiinicinicicceee
Dilettante's Ball..........cccccooveinniinicniiiiicne
Coyle's InFormation...........ccceeeeeverierenceneeneneennes
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@ the Ibrary .......coccevveieieneeeeeee e 28%

Tame the Web........ccccoeviiinininiinninccencnceee, 28%
Peter Scott's Library Blog..........ccceccervrienienenieiennne. 27%
Chicago Librarian ..........cccceeeveeeenieneneeieseseeeeeenes 21%
Same, same, longer (9)
Catalogablog.........coevueveeiriniiiecineeteeseene 42%
hangingtogether.org .........cccoevevninenenenncnenene. 28%
Typo of the day for librarians............cceceeervrvevennnne. 28%
Library Garden...........coecveverierieeceienieeeeiesie e 27%
The Distant Librarian ..........ccecceecererveevesieneeneneennenn. 25%
Bluestalking ........c.cocevvevievininenieniininececneneeeee 25%
Chronicles of the (almost) Bald

Technology Trainer........ccccoeveveeenenenieneneneseseene 23%
Library Chronicles............ccoevvireienieninienieseseeeeenns 23%
Walt at Random........cocevvevieinineniennenenceeneseeeene 21%
Shorter, longer, longer (21)

INFOSCIPRI ..ot 374%
The Cool Librarian.........cccecceeeveevieeniercieeneeeeceeeee 132%
Daveman's Blog........ccccoeeverinineenenenieicnenieneeeenne 1%
EDIStcutieiieiieieeieeeee e e 88%
LAbraryman ....c..coceeveereneeienicnenieeneneeeee e 82%
SciTech Library Question...........ccccevereevuenieneneennenn 81%
Enquiring Minds Want to Know ..........cccccecevereennee 61%
Buffalo Wings and Toasted Ravioli...........ccccccerueneeee. 60%
LibrariANDne.........ccocvereereeneenieneeneeeneeeseeeneeeseeseenenes 57%
Nowhere NOrth........cccoeeieiienienieieieseeseeeeeeen 57%
Tom Roper's Weblog..........ccceoeevenininieninenieicnn 53%
Weibel Lines.......ccocveeiieciiiiiieiieieeeeeee e 49%
Books, Bargains, & Beer........ccccecevenininninenenicnn 49%
ResearchBuzz...........coovvieiiieiiieieciecceecee e 46%
blyberg.net......ccccoererieninininiieeeeeeee 44%
Love the Liberry......cccooeevievinenienieninieieeseeeeene 44%
2C00ITOO0IS ..ot 121%
LiDIrarian 2.....c.ceceeeeeneeneenieeneeneenieeneeseeseeseeseesenas 33%
Digital ECCENtIIC ...ceevveruerieiinierieienienieeieenieeeeeene 26%
The Medium is the Message.........ccccoceevveveneneneennene 22%
UK Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Blog............ 21%

[Omitted: 105 blog profiles]

Some blogs don’'t have comments, either be-
cause the blogger doesn’t allow them or because
the posts don't attract comments. And, there are
some blogs where I couldn’t determine the num-
ber of comments—although there are also blogs
where [ couldn’t track length but could count
comments.

[ don't distinguish between blogs that don’t al-
low comments and blogs that just don’t have any
comments. Most quintiles use Qs5—the lowest
range—to show blogs that have posts but no
comments (excluding cases where it was impossi-
ble to count comments), using Q1 to Q4 for 25%
intervals of those that have at least one comment.

Raw comment counts are less interesting than
conversational intensity—comments per post—
but let’s look at raw counts first.

Comment Quintiles

5. Conversations

Is blogging publication or conversation? Yes and
sometimes. Blogging is always a form of publish-
ing—but some posts on some blogs become con-
versations. The conversational function varies
heavily from blog to blog, and newer tools—
particularly FriendFeed and FaceBook—may have
weakened blog conversations, with the odd result
that some extended FriendFeed conversations are
based on blog posts and might otherwise take
place on the blogs.

High | Low | Blogs | Median | Posts
All 1,689 0 441 14 | 20,632
Q1 1,689 57 94 130 | 7,242
Q2 56 22 97 32 | 4,696
Q3 21 7 89 n| 2543
Q4 8 1 99 3 1,558
Qs o o 62 o| 4593
Table 5.1: Comments for 2007

High Low | Blogs | Median | Posts
All 1,219 0 476 13 18,521
Q1 1,219 55 101 114 6,826
Q2 53 18 101 29 2,989
Q3 17 7 106 12 3,624
Q4 6 1 96 3 1,314
Qs o 0 72 o 3,768
Table 5.2: Comments for 2008

High | Low | Blogs | Median | Posts
All 581 0 415 9 14,179
Q1 581 45 84 92 | 4,503
Q2 44 15 84 24 2,872
Q3 14 6 79 1 1,742
Q4 5 1 85 2 761
Qs o 0 83 o 4,301

Table 5.3: Comments for 2009

As with most quintiles, the percentage column re-
fers to percentage of posts represented by that
segment of blogs. Some noteworthy items:

» The median comments per blog dropped be-
low 10 for the first time in 2009—and the
highest number of comments plummeted by
more than half (largely because one blog with
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many comments moved to the LJ platform,
where comments couldn’t be measured).

» While about 14% of blogs in 2007 didn’t
have any comments, a figure that crept up to
15% in 2008, fully 20% of blogs in 2009 had
no comments—a distinct change.

Changes in number of comments
These blogs have posts in both years.

High Low | Blogs | Median | Postsy
All 4167% | -100% 372 -23% 16,737
Q1 4167% 17% 75 500% 3,035
Q2 1m% 9% 74 56% 3,751
Q3 8% | -40% 73 -22% | 3,299
Q4 -41% | -68% 71 -56% 3,938
Qs -70% | -100% 79 -86% 2,714
Table 5.4: Changes in comments, 2007 to 2008

High | Low Blogs | Median | Posts8

All 2733% | -100% 366 38% | 14,047
Q1 2733% 57% 73 238% 2,106
Q2 53% -15% 72 13% 3,428
Q3 -16% | -54% 75 -38% 3,160
Q4 -55% | -83% 72 -72% | 2,594
Qs -84% | -100% 74 -100% 2,759
Table 5.5: Changes in comments, 2008 to 2009

High Low | Blogs | Median | Postsy
All 2800% | -100% 323 -50% | 14,423
Q1 2800% 64% 65 325% 3,148
Q2 60% -30% 64 0% 2,705
Q3 -32% | -65% 65 -50% | 3,584
Q4 -66% -89% 66 -79% 2,839
Qs -90% | -100% 63 -100% 2,147

Table 5.6: Changes in comments, 2007 to 2009

The most obvious change here: in 2008, blogs in
the second quartile all had more comments than
in 2007—where in 2009, that second quartile al-

Figure 5.1 shows the comments per blog for all
blogs having at least one comment in a given
year—noting that the horizontal axis is one point
per blog. The vertical axis is logarithmic in order to
show more detail. This chart may make the dro-
poff in 2009 more obvious (and more dramatic)
than the tables.

Averages

Comments represent another area where averages

tend to be misleading. So, for example, looking at

comments per blog:

» In 2007, the average was 56 comments, or 65 if
you only include blogs with at least one com-
ment. But only 95 blogs (22%) were at least
average by the first standard, and only 81 (21%
of 379 with comments) by the second.

» For 2008, the average was down to 45 com-
ments per blog—a 20% drop—or 53 if you
only include blogs with at least one com-
ment (an 18% drop). But only 14 blogs
(24%) were at least average by the first stan-
dard and only 102 (25% of 404 with com-
ments) by the second.

» For 20009, the average dropped further to 32
comments per blog (a 29% drop, or 43%
from 2007) or 42 if you include blogs with at
least one comment (a 21% drop, or 35% from
2007). In this case, the count of “average or
better” blogs by the first standard is down to
101, which is 24% of the smaller number of
blogs with posts in 2009—and 84 (26% of
323) by the second.

In other words, only about one of four blogs had

more comments than average—which makes the

average fairly meaningless.

Blogs with Most Comments in 2009

ready included blogs with fewer comments. BLOG..cueeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e Total Comments
10,000 The Misadventures of Super_Librarian............c.c....... 581
bookshelves of doom .........ccceevveviinienieniecieeeee, 552

SIAW ittt e 488

1,000 & The Blue Skunk Blog........ccccecuevininiinininieicicieeene 417
e A Chair, A Fireplace & A Tea COZY ....ccccvvereneeencnnene 204

100 ""‘\“ always 1earning............cceevevrvrieieieiieeeseeeeee e 284
LibraryThing .......cceccevererieiieniereeeeeeeeee e 259

David Lee King.......ccoceveeeieneneneeieneseeeeieseeieeeee 249

10 MUSEUITL 2.0..eeiiieiiiteeeiieee ettt 230
ACRLOG ...oovviiiiiiiiiiiiicii 227

1 Library Lovers' LiveJournal ...........ccccovineniinenenennen. 227

Pop Culture Librarian ..........ccoeceveevvienienineeneneneeeene, 221

______ 2007 +eeeeeeer 2008 —— 2009 OUseful.Info, the blog.........ccccoceveeervinenccnininicieenn 214
Bibliographic Wilderness...........cceccevereneevienencnnenne 209

Figure 5.1: Comments per blog in 2007, 2008 and 2009 UK WEeD FOCUS.......coovviiiicieiiieeeeeeeeeeee e 206
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Bluestalking ..........cccoevrieieneniinieieneeeeeese e 205 BOOKBItChBIOG ......c.eeeieieiieiieieeceeeeeee e 55
librarian.net ........ccoeceeeeeeieriereeiecieneseeeeee e 205 Nodalities blog..........cccecveriririerierieeeieseeeeee s 54

Library Garden..........ccoceeeveeienieneeeeeseeeeeeee e 52
Bad Librarianship Now!........ccccecevenininnienenenieenne, 184 Killin' time being [azy.........cceceveverieiieneeeeeeieeeeeenenn 51
A Librarian's Guide to Etiquette............cccccervrereennne. 178 lauren's library blog........ccceeeeeierierinieeneeeeee e 51
Confessions of a Science Librarian............ccoccvevevennne 170 The Search Principle blog..........cccocviveviiininincnncnnns 51
the.effing.librarian.........c.coccoeveinninininninincnne 166 LAibrary clips .ccoeeveeeeeeierieeeeieee et 50
WalKing Paper ......c.ccveveviernineeereeeeeese e 163 Library Web ChiC......c.cccvvvveieienieeeeeeeseeeeee e 50
Tame the Web.......cccooveieiiiieieeeeeeeeeseeeene 156 The Shifted Librarian...........ccoeceeeveeeeeiererensienesesenens 50
ATChIVESNEXL....c.eeeeieieeeieereierie ettt 155 Pegasus Librarian..........cccceceveverenenenicnnienenenieceenene 49
Head Tale.....c.coveveieiieieieereeeee e 149 The Krafty Librarian .........cccccoevvveveeierienescinieneseseeens 48
Library Chronicles ...........cceeveviriecienieneeiesieseeeeieens 141 Library AIChemy .......c.cccoveevieieriieeeieieseeeeeeee s 47
Crazy QUILES......oceeieiicieeeeee e 141 Gargoyles loose in the library ........c.ccoceoecevvenencnncnnene 46
Confessions of a real librarian ..........ccccocevevnenenennne. 132 Rambling Librarian :: Incidental Thoughts of a
Walt at Random........cocevevievinineneniineneeeeseeeene 125 Singapore Liblogarian..........ccccecevevevererenenencncnnens 46
Swiss Army Librarian..........cceeeveeeeevereneeeeeneseeeeniennens u8 HeyJUde...c.eioeieeieeeeeeeeeeee e 46
T L3 5 SRR S 13 librariesinteract.info..........ccceeverererceesieneeceeese s 46
TangognaT .....cccccovirerieiiireeee et 104 Library Revolution.........cceceveveeerenenieninenenenieeneniens 45
RuUminations .........ccccoviiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiee 103 . .
BlYDEIG.NEt ...t 102 Conversational lntenSlty
Serqunsaous DOt OIg..coveeieeiieieeieeeeeeeeeeeeen 100 I define “conversational intensity” as number of
@ the library ..o 100 . .

comments per post, a more interesting number
The Good Library Blog .......c.cccccoervievininieneniniciens 98 than the total number of comments. The universe
Law Librarian Blog........ccccectrireneniniininenenecseseeenes 96 for each year is the same as for total comments,
Librarian by DAy ..........coccoeveverveereeereeeeesneesssseesnesssenens 96 and again Qs is reserved for blogs with no com-
In the Library with the Lead Pipe..........ccceceeueirininnnnes 95 ments (excluding cases where comments and
Free Range Librarian.........cccccoceveevenenenieneneneeneennenn 93 length weren't countable).
Information Junk........cccccoeveerienienienienieeeeeee e 92 ..
Closed Stacks........cccoveveeeeeininieieienereeceeeseeeeenens 91 Qumtlles' _
What I Learned Today... ........ccoururiierrnennreeeeneneeenenens 89 Clo7 | High | Low | Blogs | Median | Posts
"Self-plagiarism is style" .........ccooeerenireenirenieeeeenenes 89 All 28.9 0.0 441 0.7 | 20,632
Librarian In Black .......coccoceeieiininninininieineeeiee 88 Q1 28.9 2.0 94 3-4 4,150
Christina's LIS Rant........cccccevveevierienienieeieeiece e 85 Q2 1.9 0.9 101 1.2 4,320
Librarians Matter..........cccevvereerienienieeieeieeieeveeeeenns 85 Q3 0.8 0.4 96 0.6 3,247
Out of the Jungle ........ooveveveveeiiiieieeeeree e 84 Q4 03| o0.03 88 0.2 4,322
Stephen's Lighthouse..........cccoooeieriniinineneereeee, 83 Qs 0 o) 62 o) 4,593
CREZ SHOCS. ... 83 Table 5.7: Conversational intensity, 2007
LibrariAnDne..........ccocevererienieneneeiereeetee e 82
Paul MilleT .......oovevvieieieveiceecee e 82 Clog | High | Low | Blogs | Median | Posts
Ramblings on Librarianship, Technology, and All 53-0 0.0 476 0.8 18,521

ACAdemIA ..o 81 Q1 53.0 2.1 96 3.5 2,051

Thingology (LibraryThing's ideas blog) .........c..cc.c....... 80 Q2 2.0 L1 93 L5 3,174
Phil Bradley's weblog........c.cccoeeveciriininencnnincncnnens 78 Q3 1.0 0.6 99 0.8 3,284
Information Wants To Be Free............ccocceevieeiieennnnnne. 78 Q4 0.5 0.01 16 0.3 5,644

Qs o 0 72 0 3,768
EFOUNdAtIONS .. .vvveeiiiiiieeeeeeeee e 70 Tabl3 5.8: Conversational intensity, 2008
The PlanetEsme Plan.........cccccocovirvienininiienenenieen, 66 . .
Attempting Elegance..........ccocooeevieieniniinenenenieene, 66 Clog | High | Low | Blogs | Median | Posts
Filipino Librarian..........cccoceeioveieierereesisiesereesssesnenenas 65 All 51.0 0.0 415 0.7 14,179
LiDIATY JUICE ... 61 | Q1 5.0 | 25 86 4.0 1,799
Everybody's Libraries.........ccccocevervieneneneeneneneeienenn 61 Q2 2.3 11 75 1.6 2,135
BentleyBlOg..........cevviereeveiieeeeeieeeeeie e 57 Q3 1.0 0.5 87 0.7 1,887
Emerging Technologies Librarian .........ccccccecevevvenncn. 57 Q4 04| 0.02 84 0.3 4,057
info-Mational.........cccoeveeeveveeeereeeeeeeeeeeee e, 57 Qs 0 o 83 o 4,301
LibraryBytes.....cceovririenienieiniiniciceeeneeeceee e 55 Table 5.9: Conversational intensity, 2009
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The most active conversations in 2008 and 2009 Chez Shoes..........cccviiiiiiiiiccc 4.6
tended to be in blogs w]th shghtly fewer posts_ The Ubiquitous'Librarian ........................................... 46
thus, the 20% of blogs in Q1 for 2008, those with at Library RevolUtion ..........ccceeeviririeieieeeninirieeeeeeens 4.5
least 5.1 comments per pOSt, had only 14% Of all Qoffee|Code ................................................................. 4.4
librarygrrrl.net ......cocvevvveeeeienierieeeeee e 4.4
posts. The cutoff for Q1 moved upward—from 2.0 Collections 2.0 3
comments in 2007 to 2.1 in 2008 and 2.5, a signifi- The Singing Librarian Talks (or Writes...)................... 43
cant change, in 2009. David Lee King.......ccceoeverenierenenineneereneneeeceennene 4.2
While averages for conversational intensity Attempting Elegance ...........ccoueuvecuniernicrnecunecnnnnens 4.1
aren’'t quite as meaningless as for total comments, bookshelves of dOOMm .........covcueeeiriieiicirccerccie 41
they’re not great: 1.19 for 2007 (1.53 among all blogs ATChIVESNEXL ...covenvenieiiieierieerer e 4.1
with comments), 115 in 2008 (1.45 for blogs with Eyerybody's Libraries .....c.ccccveverererenceneineieeecnnenes 4.1
comments) and 0.95 in 2009 (1.40 for blogs with lll'nra.rlan.ne‘.c ...... T 4.0
comments) Bibliographic Wilderness..........ccccoceveereneneniencncnnns 4.0
) Tiny Little Librarian ........cc.ccecceveeveeeiereneseeesienesennns 4.0
BlogS with Most Conversational blogw1thouta_11bra.rynet .............................................. 4.0
The Eeyore Librarian..........ccecceeveeeeeeiereneseeseenesnnnens 4.0
lntenSlty, 2009 L TR 4.0

. . . OUseful.Info, the blog..........ccceoeririneininineneeens .
These blogs fall in Quintile 1 for 2009, having at Rur;?nati:nz ¢ bos 32

least 2.5 comments per post. When two or more < TITAOIS .
blogs have the same conversational intensity (pos- The PlanetEsme Plan .........ccccceeveinenieieeninesieeeeenn, 3.9
sibly including further decimal digits), theyre "Self-plagiarism is style".........ccceverenererenieneneieennns 3.9
listed in decreasing number of overall comments Closed Stacks ..........ccccoeeuiuiriciciciiiiecceeeeeeeens 3.8
in 2009. the.effing.librarian .......c..cccoceeevennencnnicncneneceee, 3.8
BlogCOnversational Intensity (Comments Per Post) MiSS InfOI‘matlon ......................................................... 3.7
BlyDErg.net ....cocvveiiiiiiceeceeeee ettt 51.0 The Other Librarian ..., 3.7
The Misadventures of Super_Librarian ..................... 13.8 T.h.e .Zenfo.rma‘Fion Professional ..........cccoeevvvienciennenne 3.6
Confessions of a real ibrarian.. ... oo, 12.0 Fl.llplno LAbrarian ......cocceeeeeveeneenieseeeeeeeeeeesee e 3.6
In the Library with the Lead Pipe ..........cccccoovvureunnee. 1.9 Circ a.nd Sferve .............................................................. 3.5
Library Lovers' LiveJournal ..........ccccocervieninininniennene 10.8 Foxyhbr.arlan.com e R R 3.5
A Librarian's Guide to Etiquette ..........cccccccerereeeenee. 10.5 Confessions of a Science Librarian ... 3.5
Dilettante's Ball..........cccoceeviieciieciieiieieeieeieeeeeeen 3.4
MUSEUITI 2.0...ciiiiiiiiiiiieciiceiee et 10.0 Academic Librarian.........coccoeininiiniinn, 33
always learning........ccoceeveevenenienienineeieneneseee 9.8 Laro§que and ROl ... 33
The Vampire Librarian........cccoccecevenennienencncnnennenn 8.8 vyalkmg PAPLI. i 33
LAibraryThing .........oveeveeveeeeeeeeeeseveeeeeeseseeessees s 8.6 lls.fiom .......... BT 3.3
Dewey's Dartboard.........cccccovereenenenenieneneneeeeene 8.5 Swiss Army Librarian ..., 3.2
AU COUTANE 1.ttt eeeee e esesesseseseesesenas 8.0 eFouNdations............ccoiiiiiiiii 32
The Cool Librarian .........c.ccceeeveieinieenieenieeesieeseenens 8.0 the goblin in the library ..o, 3.1
Pop Culture Librarian ............ccocooeeoveevrvvrrssresneennenn. 7.4 Library Garden .........cccoceeeeevienenenienieneneeceieneeeeene 3.1
The Blue SKunk BIOG...........ooovrveeeeernreerseeesssennnens 7.1 ChOTNOMOTE.......ccvieeiieiiieieeieeie et 3.0
habitually probing generalist..........cccccocererienenennenne. 3.0
Ramblings on Librarianship, Technology, and Loose Cannon Librarian ..........cccceeeveevveevieecieesieenreennens 3.0
ACAAOMIA ..ot 6.8 New Jersey Academic Librarian ..........ccoooveviieriiennnn. 3.0

Information Wants To Be Free..........ccccceevevvenvennnenen. 6.5

INfo-Mational ........ccooveiriereirieirieiieeeee e 6.3 Librarians Matter ..., 2.9
The Shifted LiDIarian .o 6.3 Li'brar)'z WeDb ChiC ...covviiiieieiieeeeeeeteeeee 2.8
ACRLOG ..o 5.8 CIteGRISE....eiviiiiiiiiiicicict 2.7
@ the lIBIary........o.oveeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e, 5.0 librariesinteract.info ..........ccccoeceveveenienenennienieneeeeen 2.7
Coyle's InFormation..........coceveeeeeerineneniennrcnenicnnenns 5.0 Librarian' by Df‘Y ----------------------------------------------------------- 2.7
The Well Dressed Librarian ..o omeeoesoeooo 5.0 ADHD Librarian.........cceeeveeeiereiercieniesieeie e eieeeeenens 2.7
The Cataloguing Librarian.........cccoceveevvnencncncecnne. 2.6
UK WED FOCUS oo 4.9 BOOKBitchBIOG.......ccceovieeieieieieeeeeeeee e 2.6
Thingology (LibraryThing's ideas blog) ..................... 4.7 B'ad Librarianship Now! .......cccccovininicninnincrncnnens 2.6
Free Range Librarian ...........coccocoovoveevvreuesvsseesnennenn. 4.7 Libraryman........ccececveriererienieneeeeeeie e 2.6
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California Dreamin’..........ccccovveieeiereneeieneseeeeieens 2.5
Walt at Random........ccccecveviininiecienieneceeeseeeeene 2.5
INfOSCIPRI ..ottt 2.5
Librarians as Knowledge Managers...........cccccveveuenene 2.5
A Chair, A Fireplace & A Tea COzy.....ccevveveerereerrennnne 2.5
SHIVETSPIILE ....evveeeeeeieieeieeeeie ettt 2.5

Changes in Conversational
Intensity

garithmic. 'm not sure what conclusions you can
draw from the figure.

Liblogs Growing Most in

Conversational Intensity

This list includes blogs that had at least 50% more
comments per post in 2009 than in 2008, exclud-
ing ones that didn’t have any comments in 2008.
102% is a growth percentage: It means the blog had

Ciz8 | High | Low | Blogs | Median | Postsy ; X
All 1868% | -100% 373 5% | 16,722 slightly more than twice as many comments per
Q 1868% | 175% 75 400% | 3,495 post in 2009 as it did in 2008.
Q2 174% 20% 75 81% 3,855 Blog' Growth in Conversational Intensity, 2008 to 2009
Q3 >8% 1% 73 5% 3,567 InfoMatters..........cooeeiiiiniiiiiiiiccce 1850%
Q4 12% “50% 76 29% 3,315 blybgrg.net .............................................................. 1357%
Qs “51% | -100% 74 5% 2,490 Musings from Yermont ........................................... 13002%)
Table 5.10: Changes in conversational intensity 2007 to 2008 OPL Plus (not just for OPLs anymore)................. 1222%
Ci89 High Low Blogs Median Posts8 GeMINT MOOTN .. eeeeeeeeeens 886%
All 1850% -100% 366 -7% 14,047 Christina's LIS Rant........ccceeuviieeiiiiiiiiiieeeeee e 844%
Q1 1850% | 107% 74 208% 2,075 Library Technology in Texas......c..ccocevvereeruenenenneene 838%
Q2 102% 0% 73 48% 4,178 Crazy QUIltS...cc.eovevienirieieeeeeeeeeeen 747%
Q3 18% | -23% 72 7% 2,787 Everybody's Libraries...........ccccoovinniinininnnns 713%
Q4 ~25% ~61% 74 42% 2,256 Informe?tiop ]un.k ..................................................... 703%
Qs 62% | -100% 73 100% 2,751 Dynarplc lerar.lan... ................................................. 5752%)
Table 5.11: Changes in conversational intensity 2008 to 2009 The Itinerant Librarian.........c.cccecceeveeviiesieecieeciennnen. 543%
Ciz9 | High | Low | Blogs | Median | Postsy InfoSciPhi .......ccoooviiiii 483%
All 2300% -100% 332 0% 15,450 Librarian on the edge ............................................... 450%
Ql 2300% 140% 66 495% 3,164 ADSTTacked .........oooveeuviiiieiiieeeeieeec e 438%
Q2 136% 25% 66 63% 2,012 Librarians as Knowledge Managers............ccco....... 400%
Q3 24% | -24% 66 1% 3,967 info-mational...........cccoceiiniinin 391%
Q4 ~25% 6% 69 -49% 2,777 CollecFions 2000 et e 376%
Qs % | -100% 65 -100% 2,630 | (G T 133 5 RO 3522%)
Table 5.12: Changes in conversational intensity 2007 to 2009 gUseful..Info, the blog... e 333%
onfessions of a real librarian ...........ccccceveerieenennee. 320%
100.00 librariesinteract.info..........ccceeerevereieeieniiencieeieeeens 292%
The Life of BOOKS.......cccecvieiieiieiieiieieeiceieeieeen 250%
Loose Cannon Librarian..........cccccceeveeeeiieecveeecneeennen. 246%
10.00 The Eeyore Librarian .........ccccceceeeevieneneneenenenenne. 243%
Cheeky Librarian ........ccccecevevirienienenenieieneneeen 236%
1.00 Books to curl up with: a librarian's musings ........... 233%
’ 5 Overdue Ideas.........ccoceveeienienininiiinereeeeseeeeen 207%
the New Cybrary .......ccccoceevieninenienienineeceeneeee 206%
0.10 e
\ VS AU COUTANE ..ottt 186%
: ADHD Librarian ........ccccecevevenienienenieieieneseeene 186%
0.01 Information Literacy meets Web 2.0........cccccoeueenenee. 183%
______ 2007  ++eeeeeee 2008 2009 Closed Stacks........ccccevvveeereeeceeeeeeecceecceeeeeeeeieeene... 181%
BoOKBitchBIOg ......c.ccvveriiiciiininiiiciecnncccee 176%
Figure 5.2: Conversational intensity, 2007 through 2009 Confessions of a Science Librarian............ccccueeunen.... 171%
ILIDIaATian ...c.eeeeveeeeiecceeceeeee e 167%
Once again in Figure 5.2, the horizontal scale is Library ReVOIULION..........c.ceveiieieiereieieceieieieesenes 151%
one tiny point per blog—including only blogs that INNOVALE ..ot 151%
had some comments—and the vertical scale is lo- Queaedam cuiusdam .........cceeveveerreeriereierensieereeeenens 150%
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Information Research - ideas and debate................. 150%

QQ*Ibrarian ......c.cccveevveecreeciiesieesre e eseesreesteesreereens 146%
Knowbodies........cccoverienieniiniiieneseeeeieseee e 145%
blogwithoutalibrary.net ...........cccccoeeveeverieneneeiennnn. 135%
Love the LiDerry ......ccccceeevieeecienienieieieseeeeeeeene 133%
025.431: The Dewey blog ......c.cceevininennninenene 129%
Ramblings on Librarianship, Technology, and
ACAAEMIA....ceieieiieeieeeee ettt 125%
Larocque and ROl ........ccovvvirienieninieieseceeene, 122%
Libraries & Life.......cccooevrininiennnineneecneneeeene 18%
Coyle's INFOrmation..........cccveeververieseeeveresessessennens 14%
The Cataloguing Librarian...........ccccecevevennenenennene. m%
Science Library Pad.........ccocevevevienenieieeneeieien m%
Coffee|Code......ouriminnininiieiereneeeeseeeene 108%
MUSEUITL 2.0...0eeuvieeiieeireeereeereeeereeereesereesereessseeennes 107%
Infotoday Blog........cceveerinenieniiininceeceeee 102%
Speak Quietly: Ramblings About Libraries, Writing...93%
The Misadventures of Super_Librarian..................... 92%
COMMONPIACES ...evveieeiiieieeieeie et 92%
LiS.dOM.ciieiieie e 91%
Bibliographic Wilderness..........ccccocceeevvenenenienennene 90%
Nodalities blog.........cccuevvererireeneninieierenenieiene 87%
BlogJuncCtion..........ccceeeevienininienieninieceneseeeene 87%
Attempting Elegance ........c..cccccoenenenneneneneenennenn 86%
Library Alchemy.......ccccoceiiniininininiiinenenieene 86%
Librarian by Day.......ccccceererennienenenieieneneneeienene 86%
Dilettante's Ball..........ccocveiiiriirciieiieeeeeeeeeee 85%
Librarian In BlacK.......cccccooevieiiriieiieieieeieeee 83%
The Information Literacy Land of Confusion........... 82%
LITA BIOG.....eiueeteienienieeteicnieeeeteneeieete e 80%
eFoundations.........cccceceevienininieniinineeeeeeee 80%
POmMERANLZ......ccviieiiieiiicieceeeee e 78%
Dewey's Dartboard..........ccccovereevienenenienenenieienn 74%
EBM and Clinical Support Librarians@UCHC......... 73%
The Singing Librarian Talks (or Writes...)................. 73%
Spellbound Blog.........cccoeviniiieneninieicneneeeene 67%
The Search Principle blog.........cccccoverieiiencnenianienne. 67%
Bad Librarianship Now! .........ccccocoviininiinininiincnne 63%
Remaining Relevant...........cccceceveninenieneneniiencnnne 63%
librarygrrrl.net .......ooeeeeierineniereneneeese e 58%
SIAW ittt 58%
Academic Librarian........cccccevevervienieneensieesieenieenneenns 55%
the.effing.librarian ..........ccccooveeeeerenieninninieneene 53%
the disorganized librarian...........ccocovveeienenininnennene 53%
Panlibus......cccccvveeiieciieiicie et 52%
Walt at Random ..........ccceeviievienienieniecieceeceeeeeeeen 52%
Laurie the Librarian ........ccccceeveeeeevieecieecieeceeieeen, 52%
Librarian Philosopher...........ccccooceviiniiieniininiieene 50%
geeky artist librarian ........c.ccocevevienininnieninneee, 50%
TEYVOOTOPUL, «eveenereennrrernsreeaseeennneeaseeansesesseessssessssesnnsesans 50%

Three-Year Patterns

Let’s look at significant changes in conversational
intensity over the three years.

From 2007 to 2008, of those blogs for which I
could measure patterns, 44% had significantly
more comments per post; 22% were about the
same; and 34% had significantly fewer comments
per post.

From 2008 to 2009, 40% had significant
growth in conversational intensity; 19% were about
the same; and 43% had significantly less conversa-
tional intensity.

From 2007 to 2009, 42% had significant
growth; 18% were about the same; and 39% had
significant shrinkage. Note that the patterns for
the three periods are very similar.

Table 5.13 shows the three-year patterns, but
only for the 303 blogs for which data was available
in all three cases.

2007-08 | 2008-09 | 2007-09 Blogs Percent

More More More 33 1%
More Same More 27 9%
More Less More 29 10%
More Less Same 16 5%
More Less Less 27 9%
Same More More 20 7%
Same More Same 12 4%
Same Same More 2 1%
Same Same Same 15 5%
Same Same Less 2 1%
Same Less Less 21 7%
Less More More 20 7%
Less More Same 18 6%
Less More Less 14 5%
Less Same Same 2 1%
Less Same Less 14 5%
Less Less Less 34 1%

Table 5.13: Three-year patterns for conversational intensity

While three of the four patterns with the most
blogs, representing 29% of the blogs, were all cases
with significantly more conversational intensity
over the three years, the largest group was the 34
blogs in which conversational intensity dropped
steadily.

Conclusions

Table 5.3, even more than the other tables and
figures, suggests that there are no general conclu-
sions to be made about conversational intensity.
Roughly 40% of blogs increased significantly in
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conversational intensity over the two years; rough-
ly 40% of blogs decreased significantly—and you
could say roughly the same for year-to-year
changes.

Indeed, if you include only blogs that had at
least one comment in March-May of each year, the
range of conversational intensities is small—only
8% over two years and no more than 5% from year
to year. Any sweeping conclusions are, at best,
questionable.

[Omitted: 49 blog profiles]

6. Standouts and Standards

Before considering patterns of change (how blogs
change across multiple metrics), let’s look at some
standouts and standards: Blogs that are within the
same quintile either across all three key metrics
(frequency, post length and conversational inten-
sity) or across all three years within a given metric,
and are also within the top three quintiles for the
metrics in which they show consistency.

This chapter is about consistency—falling into
the same general population across several me-
trics. It’s not about quality, and no larger conclu-
sions can be drawn. Think of this as a break in the
narrative. You'll discover early on that no blog is in
the first quintile throughout—although two come
close, with consistently top rankings in two of the
three years.

2007

Four blogs are consistently in the top quintile for
2007—that is, each had at least 59 posts, with

(@0 1 115) =1 =1 o OO 34
Third quintile

Six blogs are consistently in the third quintile for
2007—the “standards” for that year:

COMMONPIACES ...ttt 31
The Rock & Roll Librarian .........ccceceeevevercnenenencnnenne. 26
025.431: The Dewey blog........cccoeivininieineniniciicne 26
Young Librarian.........ccceceevevevierenenenenenneneneeeenee 25
The Imaginary Journal of Poetic Economics................ 19
The Vital Library.........ccoceeveeienereeieieneseeeeieseseenns 19

2008

Only two blogs are consistently in the top quintile
for 2008, with at least 46 posts averaging at least
444 words and at least 2.1 comments per post:

BlOg....ueiriiniiiiineieiineceee Number of posts, 2008
The Blue Skunk Blog ........ccccoevieirvinineininineeceene, 95
Borderland Tales.........cccceevuiriiirieniiieieeeeeeeeeee 59

Second quintile
Four blogs are consistently in the second quintile
for 2008:

info-mational..........cccceevieriirieiieie e 31
eclectic librarian .........coceveeeveenienienieneeeeee e 38
lauren's library blog........cccoveeeevinininiinineecees 39
INfOMUSINGS ...eveeiiiiieeieeeeeeeecee s 28
Third quintile

Three blogs are consistently in the third quintile
for 2009:

meg kribble.........cccoooviiiiiiniie 15
ZZZOOK c..uiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii s 20
SNALL e 20

2009

Five blogs are consistently in the top quintile for
2009, with at least 39 posts averaging at least 493
words each and at least 2.5 comments per post:

posts averaging at least 408 words and having at Blog.... ................................... :Number of posts, 2009

least 2 comments per post. (One of those blogs T}I;e\il/h]s)al(ziventures of Super_Librarian.........cc.ccoenee... 42

had a different name in 2007.) lojusefelzll Ircl)fc(:)uiheblo ..................................................... 42

BlOg «.coouvereereneereenrereerenneens Number of posts, 2007 Bibli : hi e D08 e 24
. . . ibliographic Wilderness...........cccceceevenenersiencnencnne. 52

The Shifted Librarian........oorevemrevssmsesssssresssrresssrees 86 Walt at Random........cccevevinieniininiiienceeceeeeeen 50

The Blue Skunk Blog .........ccccevininiienininieneneneeeene 64 o

UK Web FOCUS ....coooveuiriiieiiiniicieieinesececeeeeeeeaens 63 Second quintile

habitually probing generalist...............cccceuevevririrrinnnnnns 62 Four blogs are consistently in the second quintile

Second quintile fgr 2009:

Five blogs are consistently in the second quintile Librarian In Blaclf ......................................................... 38

for 2007: The KFa.fty Librarian .......cccceeeeeeceeneeseeneeseeseeseeseeennes 37

: Nodalities blog.........ccccecererinieiiiniinieieeseeeeeeee 31

E%trjgr?&izm FURUT@ s 5591 Not So Distant Future.............coccoeiiniiniiniininie 19

Loose Cannon Librarian ........c..cccccevvenencnncncncnnenn. 50

Marcus' World ... 38
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Third quintile

Two blogs are consistently in the third quintile for
2009:

The FRBR BIOG ....cveviiiieieieieceeeeeeeeee e 12
ellie <3 libraries.........cccevvveecienieneeieecee e u

Consistent Frequency

Travelin' Librarian........c.cccceeveeeiieviieciiecieeieereecveeeeen 41
LIDrariANne .......cccocveeveerieiierieeeeeee et 41
Tom Roper's Weblog..........cocuevivirienienineeeeceee 39

Second quintile
Fifteen blogs fall into the second quintile for post-
ing frequency in all three years:

ATCHIVESNEXL ....eovveeieeieieieeieeieie e enens 38
Turning from consistency within a year to consis- Union. Librarian.......cooeveveeerverieeeeeeeeeeeeeeene e snereaeas 38
tency across years, it may not be surprising that rawbrick.net ..... R BT 35
quite a few blogs are consistently among those Eirgoyl;i}oose in the library........ccoccevvveeciecieneniens 34
. . . . IbraryThing ......c.ccoeveverineniirenceec e 30
with the .mOSt posts - this case, at least 59 in Rambling Librarian :: Incidental Thoughts of a Singa-
2007, 46 in 2008 and 39 in 2009. pore Liblogarian.........cccoccvevenieeneneneneeeneneseeeenens 29
L e Number of posts, 2009 The Invisible Library ..........ccccoeeevivieiveeeenreieeceenene, 28
ResourceShelf..........ocoovvwviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiis 909 TE'S Al QOO ..ot 27
Open Acce?,s NEWS i 892 Marcus' WOrld..........cccueieierereiciicieeeeeeee e 24
Peter S?Ott 5 Library Blog......cooooooviiininiiiiiiii 765 The Liminal Librarian ..........ccccceveeeeeirieereeeeeereenneennas 23
DeSPACIfIC ... 733 INfODLOG....ouvieeieiieieieeeeee et 2
Library Stuff 6 s >
ADLATY STULE oo 07 PanlibUS.......c.oivviviiciieicieeceieeeeeee et 23
L*?W. Librarian Blog........oocouiiriiiiiiiiiniiiiinnns 457 MUSEUINL 2.0....evvviverceeeeeeeteseeteae st esess s enns 23
DigitalKoans.......coceeereerienenenienienenieneeeeneneeeeeennes 387 Random Musings from the Desert...................ccoooe.... 21
Slaw ..... e 355 The GyPSY LIDIATian ........eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeessesseeeseeeeeones 19
The Kept-Up Academic Librarian...........ccoecevevennnne. 268 . L.
Stephen's Lighthouse.........ccccocevevininienininenicene. 230 T'hlr d“qumtlle , ] ]
The Rabid Librarian's Ravings in the Wind................ 176 Eight “standard” blogs—also consistent mainstays
Library Chronicles.............cceeueerererererererererenenenenenenn. 171 at somewhat lower frequencies—fall into the third
A Fuse #8 Production...........ccceeevveeviveeiieenieeeieeeiee e, 171 quintile in all three years:
Free Government Information (FGI) ........cc.cccccooeceecs 147 Library Web ChiC .....c..ceevverrrverereeeseireseeeseeseseenenees 18
bookshelves of doom ... 135 ZZZOOE ..o 18
KAAS LIt cieeeiiiieee ettt e e 125 Emerging ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 18
A Chair, A Fireplace & A Tea COZy ......ccoevuriiirinininene nd the goblin in the library ...........ccccocoevieiiereirincreeeen 14
Bluestalking........c.ccoovuiiiiiiiiii 17 TOMDBIATIAN. ....coiveviieieereieteeeetee ettt 14
Library BOy ................................................................... 110 Superpatron - Friends of the Library, for the net ......... 13
What I Learned Today ................................................. 100 025.431: The Dewey blog ........................................ 13
Head Tale ... 94 T SCOLL ittt 10
Library Link of the Day .........cccevevininiineninenieiens 92 .
Tame the Web ...........oorrrvvveerreeeesseeseeessee s 80 Consistent Post Length
Informatlon’ Literacy Weblog.........cccceveevieneneneneennene 8o Noting that not all blogs have length metrics, 26
Phil Bradley's weblog ..........ccccooeneriienenenieninenieiens 77 ) )
Catalogablog .........cceuiriirieieireiee e 72 blogs have consistently long posts in all three
Bad Librarianship Now! ........cccecveiireninenenieereeee, 71 years:
LibOIOGY BIOG ..o 66 BlOgu Words per post, 2009
DigitiZation 101........c.cvevreeeeveieeceeieieceecee e 62 The Zenformation Professional ............c.c.ococvcucnanne. 1,113
Information JUNK..........cccovieveveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeene 60 The PlanetEsme Plan ..........ccoooviiiiiinninnn. 1,089
The Blue SKunk BIOg............cccvevverveierereiereeeeeiernanes 59 MUSEUIN 2.0..uuviiieeeeeiiiiiieeeeeeeeiireeeee e e e eeeereeeeeeeeeees 1,081
David Lee KiNg.......o.ovveveeveereeeeeeeeseeeseeseeeseseesneessenens 59 Librarian on the edge .........cooovuniiniiiiniininnne 1,019
ricKlbrarian. .......ccooeveeeiiieie e 55 habitually probing generalist..........ccccccvcvniinninnes 1,008
OUseful.Info, the blog..........cccceeverininiiiiniiieiees 54 The Gypsy L'ibrarian ---------------------------------------------------- 953
Librarian......cccccovveeeiuieeeiieeeiee ettt e e 54 always learning........ocveuveeeieieiniininiene 936
Lorcan Dempsey's Weblog ............................................. 53 B'Orderlan'd TaleS ..o 926
Confessions of a Science Librarian ....eeeeeeeeeeseneeeneennn, 49 lerary CllpS ........ e 8 73
Killin' time being [azy ........cccoeceeeereniniereneseeieiene 47 Coyle's INFOrmation...........ccooceiiiniiiniiniinis 733
LIbIary BIOG BUZZ......ooooooseoeeee 45 Information Wants To Be Free............oore. 709
Caveat LeCtor.......oooviiiiiiiee ettt 44 Overdue Ideas .........cooiuiininiiniiniies 704
LABrary ClPS....ccvoeeerieirienieieieresieieeeee et 43 Dilettante’s Ball.........cocooeviiiiiii 673
Connecting Librarian..........cccoceeveeveeveneneeseenenennenne 654
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Scholarly Electronic Publishing Weblog.................... 647 Library Monk .........ccecvevievirinieieeeeeeeeeeeee e 97
UK Web FOCUS ....ooveiiiieieieieeteee e 641 Love the LIDerITy.....ccccevverierieieiereeeieseeseeie e 102
Open Libraries.........cccoeveeiereneeienieneeeeeeseese e 583 Libraries & Life ......cccceveririeieieseeeeseeeeee e 103
Pop Culture Librarian..........cccceeceeeeneneeseeneneneeeene. 579 LibraryTavern........cccecverververeeeienieeeeieie e 106
Library Garden..........ccoeeeevererieeeesieneneeieseesieseeeeeens 571 Random Musings from the Desert ..........c.ccecevvruennenne 107
ShIMENAWA .....evieeieieieeieteee e 569 User Education Resources for Librarians..................... m
Coffee|Code .....ccuviriririeiiinirieeeeeee e 563 Library Technology in Texas.......c..coceverererienenieencnncns m
Connie CroSDY ......cceviireieieierieeeiere e 543 Library Lovers' LiveJournal...........ccoceevrireiecienieneeenns 122
Rambling Librarian :: Incidental Thoughts of a The Kept-Up Academic Librarian ........c.cccceceveveeenene 123

Singapore Liblogarian..........c.ccccecvenenennenenennnne. 540 Chicago Librarian .......c..coceeeveeereneneninrneneneceeeenne 132
Gather NO DUSL.....cccoovvieieieieeieee e 516 uncaged librarian.........c.cooeveveveninencnnncecen 136
library webhead .........c.ccceevivieieieninieieeeeeeene 515 DESPACI{IC. .. iiieveeeieieieceeeeee e 137
Walt at Random.........ccceevevierieierienieneeieiee e 505 ISRUSHL ..t 137
Second quintile i%)lbrarlan t ............................................................ 138
Ten blogs have consistently fairly long posts: e L 142

. . MELANEZE. ...vveiiiiriieieereeteeereeee e 147

David Lee King........ccocceveeveerenereeneneneneeneneneeeennes 477
Margus WOTId ..o 469 Consistent Conversational
hangingtogether.org .........cccoevevrininenennincneee 422 .
DigItiZatiON 101 ...vevereiiieeeeeeierieieeeseseeeeeseeesneeseenenas 422 lntenSlty
The Sheck Spot: .......................................................... 420 It's also not surprising that some blogs tend to
Library Web ChicC.....c.cccceevieveninieieninieicnencneeeenen 414 .

. o have quite a few comments throughout the years.
Swiss Army Librarian........cccceceeveevenenenneeneneneenenne. 406 ) .
Bluestalking .........ccocevverereeneninienieneneeieeneeeeeenen 400 These 45 bl(')gs have consistently high conversa-
One Big Library ......c.cccocveveueioinnniercinninecccenennnes 399 tional intensity:
the.effing.librarian.............coceeeerinieieeeirreeeeen 368 Blog....ccocoeinuininns Conversational intensity in 2009

. .. blyberg.net......cccceceeienineniiieireeeeeee e 5L0

T_hlrd qulntlle . . The Misadventures of Super_Librarian..................... 13.8
Eight blogs have consistently midlength posts: Library Lovers' LiveJournal.............cccccovevuevevrierenuennn. 10.8
Miss INfOrmMation ..., 324 MUSEUIM 2.0 ..evinieiieienieieiteieiesieee st seeeeneas 10.0
Library Cloud.......cccceverieienininieieneneeeeeneeeeeenen 288 AIWaYS 1€AIMING ..o 9.8
Open ACCess NeWS..........cviviiiiiniies 268 The Vampire Librarian.........c.ccccecceverereneeeneneneecenenn 8.8
The Invisible Library.........ooooooieviviiniiiinniiinns 267 LIbIaryTRING...ooveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeseessesseeeenes 8.6
Infotoday Blog ......cccevueririinininieienineeceeeeeeen 250 Dewey's Dartboard ...............ooveeeveeeeeereereceseseseeneeane 8.5
] N 250 Pop Culture Libratian ..o oo 7.4
Hey]ude...................................... ................. T 240 The Blue SKUNK BIOG ........ccoeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeereeseeees 71
The Imaginary Journal of Poetic Economics.............. 234 Ramblings on Librarianship, Technology, and
Fifth quintile Academia ................................................................. 6.8
There’s something to be said for consistent brevity. Informf‘itlon Want§ To Be Free........cccovuveiiniiiiinieenn. 6.5
These 29 blogs have posts consistently in the fifth The Shifted Librarian..........cccecceeeveevveevieecieesieecieeieennen. 6.3

. . ACRLOG ..ottt 5.8
quintile for average length—and, unlike the other @ the librar o
quintles, these ate sorted from shortest to least sl besse Eivaron. - o
Sl.’IOI‘t for. 2009 posts. UK WeDb FOCUS ....ovouvetiericiiiceieectecteeeeeee e 4.9
Library Link f’f the Day......ccooovirienenineeeeneeceene 10 Thingology (LibraryThing's ideas blog) ...................... 4.7
Readers’ Advisory Knapsack...........cococoiininininincnne. 33 Free Range Librarian.........ccccoccevevenieieneneeniencnenens 4.7
Information Junk........coooeeininniins 43 Chez SROES........oceeeieiicticiecee et 4.6
BentleyBlog.......cccovievininieeiieeeee e 44 The Ubiquitous Librarian.............cc.cco.cooveveereerrenenen. 4.6
Stephen Gallant Review.........cccovviiiiinins 50 Coffee|Code ....vverrimiiiieieiceeee e 4.4
A Librarian’'s Guide to Etiquette...........c.ccccovvrinninnnnn. 60 Ibrarygrrrlnet.....ccovcevveeerinicenieinieeneeeeeeneeeene 4.4
digitizationblog ........ccooeriirieriniiieeeeeee 63 The Singing Librarian Talks (or Writes...) .................. 4.3
Peter Scott's Library Blog...........cooovvviiinniis 69 David Lee King.......c.covuevirveeneennieninieeneeneeiccnieeeee 4.2
PI‘aCtical | 1 o (TSR 71 bookshelves Of doom ''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' 4.1
Bad Librarianship Now!.....c.ccooooiniiiiinne, 8o librarian.net .........coceveverieiienereeeee e 4.0
drupalib ..c..cocveiiiee e 91 Bibliographic Wilderness...............coccooovurvverererernnnn. 4.0
The Invisible Web Weblog.............cccooviniiniiniinninns 96 EC. e treeieeee ettt sttt 4.0
Libraries in the NHS ......cccccoininiinininincincncene 96
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Tiny Little Librarian ........ccccccoevevennincnenencncneens 4.0

RUMINAtIiONS.....coviiiiiiiiiieeeiiee e 4.0
The PlanetEsme Plan ..........ccocveeevivieiecenenceiene, 3.9
"Self-plagiarism is style"..........cceeceviririierenrnieieenne. 3.9
Miss INfOrmation ..........cccccereeeecienienieeiereneneeeiereeneens 3.7
The Zenformation Professional ............cccccevvrveerennnne. 3.6
Foxylibrarian.com ...........cccuvvrveeienienenieneseseeiesienens 3.5
WalKing Paper......ccccvevievieiinineieeneeeeeseeeeeaes 3.3
the goblin in the library ..o 3.1
Library Garden ...........cecveverereecienienenieneseseeeneeeneens 3.1
habitually probing generalist..........ccccocevvevreninienennne 3.0
Librarians Matter ..........ccceeeereereeneeneeneenieneeseenenes 2.9
Library Web ChicC .....cccvecveriirieieieieseeeeiese e 2.8
Libraryman.......coceeveereereenieeneeneeneeseeseeseesee e 2.6
A Chair, A Fireplace & ATea COZY ..ccvvvrverierereerenns 2.5

Second quintile

Fourteen blogs consistently had fairly good con-
versational intensity throughout the years, falling
short of the top quintile:

Librarian In BlacK.........cccceeievieninniniienieeeeeseeiens 2.3
Your Neighborhood Librarian.........c.cccceeeeeveneneenecnnns 2.2
Enquiring Minds Want to Know........c..ccccceevereenenne. 2.0
Tame the Web ... 2.0
Connie Crosby.......cc.ceveeveevieneneenienieninieneneneeeeeenaens 1.9
The Search Principle blog.........ccccoeverieveninenicnenne. 1.8
LibraryLaw Blog .......ccccecueviininirnieniiniiniciencneeieiens 1.6
Gargoyles loose in the library........cccccoveeveninenieencnnns 1.4
Aigital Serendipities........cccccvvereereenieneneeneneneeieneene 1.3
LAbrary JUiCe ....ccceoevverueeieniininicicieneseeeeieeieeeens 1.3
The Medium is the Message.........cccccecevveevuenenenuenncnne. 1.3
Pop Goes the Library.......c.ccoceeveevenineniienenenenieiens 1.2
reeling and writhing...........cccovnniininnnininee, 11
LADraryBytes ....cccoeeieniinenieieienieeteese et 11
Third quintile

Finally, fifteen blogs could be considered “stan-
dard” for conversational intensity—always falling
within the third quintile:

Phil Bradley's weblog .........cccceceeveneninieneninenieiens 1.0
RSSALID .o 1.0
geeky artist librarian ........c.ccoceevevenininiinninee, 1.0
Remaining Relevant..........ccccoeceevienininieneninenienien, 1.0
the disorganized librarian...........ccocovverviineninennennnn 0.9
PLA BIOG .. ittt 0.8
Outof the Jungle.........ccccoviiiniinininiieceeeeee, 0.7
Travelin' Librarian ........c.cccccovverierienenennienenenceieneenn 0.6
CogSci Librarian........coceeeeevereereeerinenenreneneneneennenens 0.6
ellie <3 libraries.........cccevverieeneenieniesieceeceeee e 0.5
The Gypsy Librarian........cccccoceveeeenincncnenncncnnennns 0.5
The Vital Library .......c.ccoccevenenienenenieeneneseeeeenn 0.5
The Bunless Librarian..........ccccceeeveevienvienieesieeieenenne, 0.5
Hip Librarians Book Blog...........ccccceviriiinenininieenne. 0.5
Feral Library Tales.........cccccovirienenininieeneeeeeeene, 0.5

Conclusions

Don’t. That is, don’t attempt to draw too many
conclusions from these consistency notes—
especially since some standout blogs in one or two
years couldn’t be measured in other years.

[Omitted: 25 blog profiles]

7. Patterns of
Change, 2007-2008

So far, we've looked at one metric at a time, but a
blog is more than its individual metrics. This
chapter and the next look at patterns—patterns of
change from one year to the next. Three elements
make up the change pattern for a blog:

» Change in number of posts: Were there
more posts in 2008 than in 2007, fewer, or
about the same number?

» Change in post length: Was the average
post in a given blog longer in 2008 than in
2007, shorter, or about the same length?

» Changes in comments per post: Was the
blog more conversational in 2008 than in
2007 (that is, did the average post have more
comments), less conversational, or about
the same?

Table 7.1 offers a simplified view of these three

changes—“simplified” because it breaks blogs

down into “More” or “Less” (where no change at all
is counted as “More”)—and that overstates the
significance of small changes.

Note: In this Cites & Insights version, the
Posts column has been omitted to make tables fit;
“P%” is the percentage of all posts.

For those who read last year’s study, note that
there’s one significant change this time around, for
both the simplified table and the triplets: I'm leav-
ing out blogs that lack length metrics in either of
the two years being compared. That’s never more
than 10% of the blogs, and it means the tables can
be considerably shorter (24 lines rather than 36 in
the case of Tables 7.1 and 8.1) and easier to under-
stand. Since every blog with a length metric has a
valid comment metric (even if the comment count
is zero), that further simplifies the process. Blogs
are omitted if they have no posts in 2007 as usual—
but not if they have posts and no comments. (Note
that a blog with zero posts in both years would be
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counted as having “more” conversational intensity
in the second year—an example of the problems
with straight up-down comparisons.)

Blogs | B% P%

More Posts 130 32% 49%
Longer Posts 67 16% 26%
More Conversational 42 10% 20%
Less Conversational 25 6% 6%
Shorter Posts 63 15% 23%
More Conversational 37 9% 16%
Less Conversational 26 6% 8%
More Convers. subtotal 79 19% 35%
Less Convers. subtotal 51 12% 14%
Fewer Posts 280 68% 51%
Longer Posts 142 35% 30%
More Conversational 83 20% 19%
Less Conversational 59 14% 1%
Shorter Posts 138 34% 21%
More Conversational 58 14% 12%
Less Conversational 8o 20% 9%
More Convers. subtotal 141 34% 31%
Less Convers. subtotal 139 34% 20%
Longer Posts total 209 51% 56%
Shorter Posts total 201 49% 44%
More Conversational total 220 54% 66%
Less Conversational total 190 46% 34%

Table 7.1: Change patterns, 2007-2008

Understanding Table 7.1

The first column shows the particular pattern in
nested form. So, for example, the third line (below
headings) is for blogs with more posts, longer
posts, and more comments per post (“more con-
versational”).

The second column shows the number of
blogs that fit that pattern. Third is the percentage
of all blogs covered in this chapter.

The fourth column shows the number of posts
(in 2008) in blogs that fit this pattern—included
because 70 blogs each having one post over 13
weeks really aren’t equivalent to 70 blogs averaging
26 posts each. The final column shows the fourth
column as a percentage of all posts in blogs ana-
lyzed in this chapter.

Rows

The key point here is that rows are nested:

> “Longer Posts” is a subtotal of the two rows
below it.

» “More Posts” is a subtotal of “Longer Posts”
and “Shorter Posts”

» The last two rows under “More Posts” and
“Fewer Posts” offer a different slice, adding

up “More conversational” or “Less conversa-
tional” lines respectively.

» The four rows at the bottom are also addi-
tional slices, showing the totals for longer
and shorter posts and for more and less con-
versational blogs respectively.

A Few Highlights

There are eight patterns for change in a blog, the
eight rows with the most deeply indented labels. If
patterns of change across the landscape were com-
pletely random, each of those rows would have
roughly 51 blogs and 1,998 posts and show 13% in
each percentage column.

None of the eight patterns is close to those
figures. The closest is probably fewer, shorter and
more conversational: 58 blogs (14%) and 1,902
posts (12%).

Three outliers are interesting:

» The single most common pattern is blogs
with fewer posts, longer posts and more
conversational intensity. With 83 blogs and
3,048 posts, that pattern represents 20% of
the blogs and 19% of the posts.

» The next most common pattern is the “dis-
couraged” pattern: Fewer posts, shorter
posts, less conversational. That pattern
represents 8o blogs (20%) but only 9% of
the posts.

» The pattern with fewest blogs isn’t surpris-
ing: More posts, but shorter and less conver-
sational. That has 26 of the blogs (6%) and
1,221 posts (8%).

A Better Model

Splitting changes into straight more/fewer,
more/less oversimplifies the reality of the situation.
In practice, small changes aren’t significant, par-
ticularly given that the sample only covers three
months of each year.
A more realistic model has three categories for
each metric:
> Significant increase: I've used a cutoff of
20%: the change metric must be at least 21%
higher to represent significant increase. For
a blog to grow from 100 to 110 posts in a year
isn’t all that significant—but for a blog to
grow from 10 to 20 posts in a year is.
> About the same: The area of modest and
possibly irrelevant change, from gains of
20% to losses of 20%.
> Significant decrease: At least 21% lower.
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Tables 7.2 through 7.5 show the numbers for this
model. The same notes apply as for Table 7.1. Per-
centages are of all blogs in these tables, not of a

About the same 15 4% 1%
Less conversational 46 1% 2%
More conversational 88 21% 17%
About the same 62 15% 8%
Less conversational 89 22% 7%

Table 7.4: Change patterns for blogs with fewer posts

All blogs Blogs | B% P%
Longer posts 125 30% 23%
More conversational 54 13% 1%
About the same 35 9% 7%
Less conversational 36 9% 4%
About the same length 162 40% | 58%
More conversational 68 17% 18%
About the same 47 n% | 26%
Less conversational 47 1% 13%
Shorter posts 123 30% | 20%
More conversational 31 8% 9%
About the same 28 7% 3%
Less conversational 64 16% 7%
More conversational 153 37% | 38%
About the same 110 27% 37%
Less conversational 147 36% 25%

specific table.
Blogs | B% P%
Significantly more posts 91 22% 31%
Longer posts 24 6% 4%
More conversational 10 2% 2%
About the same 7 2% 1%
Less conversational 7 2% 1%
About the same length 44 u% | 20%
More conversational 17 4% 7%
About the same 12 3% 9%
Less conversational 15 4% 4%
Shorter posts 23 6% 7%
More conversational 5 1% 2%
About the same 6 1% 1%
Less conversational 12 3% 4%
More conversational 32 8% 10%
About the same 25 6% 1%
Less conversational 34 8% 10%
Table 7.2: Change patterns for blogs with more posts
Blogs | B% P%
About the same frequency 80 20% | 38%
Longer posts 24 6% | 10%
More conversational 12 3% 5%
About the same 5 1% 3%
Less conversational 7 2% 2%
About the same length 36 9% | 25%
More conversational 14 3% 5%
About the same 1 3% | 14%
Less conversational 1 3% 5%
Shorter posts 20 5% 3%
More conversational 7 2% 1%
About the same 7 2% 1%
Less conversational 6 1% 1%
More conversational 33 8% 1%
About the same 23 6% | 18%
Less conversational 24 6% 8%

Table 7.3: Change patterns for blogs with the same # of posts

Table 7.5: Length and conversational intensity change patterns

Significant patterns

There are a lot more patterns using this model: 27

in all, at least potentially. That means a “typical”

pattern in a random universe would include 15

blogs and 592 posts.
A couple of notes:

» Setting aside the “less of everything” group,
which includes a fair number of blogs with
no posts at all in 2008, the most populous
patterns—the only ones with more than 24
blogs—are those with significantly fewer
posts, significantly more conversational in-
tensity, and either longer posts or posts
about the same length.

> The most extreme mismatch between num-
ber of blogs and number of posts is the most
stable pattern: blogs with roughly the same
number of posts, roughly the same length

Blogs | B% P% a
Significantly fewer posts 239 58% | 31% posts ..‘;md roughly the same conversatlon:fll
Longer posts 7 10% o% intensity. While the number of blogs is
More conversational > 8% | 4% slightly less than average (1), those blogs
About the same = 6% % account for 2,290 posts—14% of the whole.
Less conversational - % % That’s not surprising: As you’.ll see below
About the same length ™ 2% | 1% (“Blogs 1n.Patterns”?, that set includes sev-
More conversational - o% % eral established prolific blogs.
About the same 24 6% 4% Blogs in Patterns
Less conversational 21 5% 4% o )
Shorter posts 8o 20% | 9% Listing the blogs that fall into some of the change
More conversational 19 5% 7% patterns may bring Tables 7.2 through 7.4 to life.
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I've clustered together patterns that seem sim- Library Garden...........ccccvueviininicininnicicncececaes 31
ilar to me, but each pattern appears separately_ Museum'z.o .................................................................. 30
Within a pattern, blogs are listed in decreasing Information Wants To Be Free......ccocceevvienvieiiiienieene 30
number of 2008 posts Random Musings from the Desert ............ccccervvruennenee. 28
' Dewey's Dartboard .............cccceueeieirievereiicieeeeeees 26
Fewer but Richer Annoyed Librarian..........ccececerereeeenieneneeseeneseeeennes 23
LibrarianAcCtiviSt.OTg......ccevevveeeererenieenenenenieeeieniens 19
These blogs have significantly fewer posts in 2008 BOOKBItChBIOG ........oovveveieieiieriieie e 19
than in 2007, but the blogs are “richer” in some Chicago Librarian .........c.cceecueeeeeenceeeneeerreeenneeenreeenneeenn. 17
ways: Longer posts with more conversational in- Coyle's INFOrmation ...........cceeveriereeeesienieseeneneeseeneeenns 15
tensity or posts about the same length with more The Sheck SPOt......cvvvvvvririsisssisisiiiiisinins 14
conversational intensity. ngSa lerarlfm ........................................................... 14
. Miss Information..........cccceeereenereceneccneneneeeeeennenes 13
Fewer posts, longer posts, more conversational The Ubiquitous Librarian............cccceceeveueeeververerernnnna. 13
Borderland Tales...........coovveeeeeeiieeeeeeeecee e 59 New Jack Librarian ..........ccoocveeevvereveeeeereeereneeeereneenenes 12
Sites and Soundbytes..........ccccvvveeierienieieene e 49 IN1fO NEOGIIOSEIC o eveeeeeeeeeee e e e e eeeee e e eeeeeeeeeeees 12
Nodalities Blog.........coeruerieirinenieierereeeeseeeeeaene 43 Connecting Librarian ...........ccceceeveveieieirenesisisnseseseeenns 11
Free Range Librarian..........ccccocevevnininenennicnenenenns 41 Meeting on the ledge.........coceoeveiririnneireeeeceeee, 8
Pegasus Librarian..........ccccovvvviiiniininiiniinn, 40 Librarians as Knowledge Managers............cocoeeueeneennne 6
TAWDTICK IO e 40 Twilight Librarian..........ccceeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeesesesenenenns 5
lauren's library blog..........ccccooveveiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 39 School Libraryland ...........ccceceeeeivirinininiisesseseeeeeanes 5
Not So Distant Future............cccocoviiiiiiniinininiiine, 33 library webhead .........coooeveiieiiircice e 5
The Gypsy Librarian .........cccooeeniniinnniinniins 29 BiblioTech WeD.......c.ccuiiiiieieieeieieeeeeee e 4
The Running Librarian ........cccccoceeeeeinincneininennenns 28 library+instruction+technology ...........cccceveveeeereeenennnes 3
Loomware - Crafting New Libraries............cccccooovnuines 26 @ the liDIary ........cccoeveveieieiiiee e 3
Gather NO DUSE ..o 21 €bYDIOG. ... 3
©OllECtANEA.......eecevvieiiieeiie ettt e 20 Senior Friendly Libraries ......c..cccccevervevvienineneencncnennee. 2
Emerging........ccccocoviiviiiiiiniiniiiiiic 19 Library SNark .........cocevevierueveiieeieieieeieesse e 1
always learning ........ccoceeveeeevenenennieninenereneseeeens 18
LibraryLaw Blog.......ccccocevieviinininiiincneeiccneeeeenen 17 Growth BlogS
nirak.net - Musings of an LIS Student..............cc......... 16 These blogs grew significantly in at least two
INtO the Stacks .....ccvvevvieriieiieriieiieiieieeseesee e 15 1 . ..
meg Kribble.......ocoiviiininiiniciicicrcccceees 15 measures and didn’t have a significant reduction in
Filipino Librarian........cccocccveinnennereneenercnncnennenenns 14 any measure. That’s a more diverse set of patterns
CHEEEEIS ....veovveveeveeeeeseseeeeeeseeereeseee s sesses e 12 than the “naive hypothesis” set.
Pr(:ictical K@il ..ot 1 Growth in all aspects
ShIimMeNaWa .....coevieiiriinericeeeeeeeee e 10 .
L 37 U RPN Posts in 2008
geeky artist librarian..........coccevenenieninniniee, 9 pafa.net 51
The Un-Cool Libtatian e - P net........... TR
. op Goes the Library ......c..coccoeevvnincnninnincccnen 41
Dewey & Main......ccceeviiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiccecceececeee e 6 1 .
. : eclectic librarian .........ccccevveeeienveeniesieseeeeesee e 38
The Eeyore Librarian .........ccccocevereeneneneenieneneneeneenee. 6 .

; . ISHUSH...otiiiceee 35
The Vital Library.......ccccocoveevenininienineneeieneneeeeeenen 5 . '

. A Passion for Puters.......c.cceecveeeieecieeneeneeneeneeseeveennes 29
OULGOING....couviiiiiiiiiiiiiicic e 4 DOESY ZAIOTE rvveeeevee oo 58
Circ and Serve.........coevereerienenenieriese et 4 mélange 25
the pod bay dOOT........c.cceiiirieieieiiieeeeeeee e 4 . L mm———

Lib VO0ICE....eiiiiiiieieteeeeteeeete e
The Handheld Librarian.........ccocoeceveneninnenenenienenne. 2 1orary voiee 3

PAMIYANANTO .ottt 1
Fewer posts, similar length, more conversational MELAlOGEET ...ttt 6
Free Goyernment IpformaFlon (FGI) ........................... 195 More posts, longer posts, about the same
Confessions of a Science Librarian............cccccueevenienee. 64 . 1
davidrothman.net..........cceeerenernieneneniieneneseeeeenne 62 Conversatlorla by
BentleyBlOg.........ocuevviereereiieeeieieesee e 45 The Search Principle blog.........cccuvvvvvvvvviviviiiiiiiiiinnee 108
LADTATYTAVETTL oo eeeeeeeeeeeeeeresesesseeeeeseesesesseeeeeeeeeeses 44 R§S4L}b .......................................................................... 31
@ the DIATY oo eeseseeeeeeeneses 41 Librarian Idol.......ccccoceeienininiiiiee e 26
SWisS AT LiDIATIAM covvvveeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesees 40 Lor1e1'1e's BlOg .o 14
Heretical Librarian .............cccooeveveirevevevereiereisceennens 38 Remaining Relevant.... ..., 3
TOOtOAAY BLOG .rreeeeeveeeeeeeeeeesssesseeeeeseeeesseeeeseeenesees 37 Biblioblather........ccccoceeieiiririeierieeee e 5
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Creating the One-shot Library Workshop..................... 4

More posts, more conversational, about the
same length

Tame the Web ........ccooocvieiiiiiiciceceeeeeee e 249
Bad Librarianship Now! ..........cccccevivvieieneneneeieiene u8
ILIDIarian.......ccceecvieieecieceeceeceeeee e 104
the.effing.librarian ..........cccccoveveneininininiineene 104
The Blue Skunk Blog.......cccceevinienininininiincneenee 95
TangognaT.........cocieviiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen 60
€FoUNAAtIONS.......ceeieieieceeee e 57
the New Cybrary .......cccceceeveveeiecieneneeieeseseeeeins 55
Misadventures of the Monster Librarian...................... 54
Attempting Elegance .........ccccoceeeevenenenreencnieneenennens 50
Library Cloud .......ccecvevverieeieieieseeieiese e 32
Overdue Ideas ........cceeverieeeeeieniisieiereseeeese e 31
reeling and writhing..........ccccocvevennininenennnenene, 31
LACUNY BlOg...cvirieieuiriinieietnienieneeeiesieeeeeesie e 22
YES 10 KNOW ..ottt 17
Alternative Teen Services........coeevuevenereereenenenreennene 12
Books to curl up with: a librarian's musings................. 10

Longer posts, more conversational, about the
same number

Law Librarian Blog.......cccccceverieneneninieninenieene 498
The Ten Thousand Year Blog ........ccccoceveevvenenenienennns 53
KNOwbodies.......ccveviiriiiiiieiieiieieeieeieeeee e 45
INfODBIOG .c.eiiiiieieieiiec e 36
INfOMUSINGS....ceveiiiiriiiieienereeeee e 28
WalKing Paper.......ccccveririenienininieeneeeeeese e 25
Canuck Librarian ........ccccceeeeeeeiiecnecieeeeeeeeeeeee 25
ZZZOOE......oiiiiiiiiiiiiiceiiccte ettt 20
clifflandiS.net .....ooevuerieiininineeeeeeeene 20
PomeRantz.........ccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie 16
TOMDIarian......cceevierirerierieeneeeee et 16
Hidden Peanuts...........cceecverienienienieeieeieeieeie e 9

Relatively Stable Blogs

These blogs have no significantly lower factor and
are otherwise either about the same or significantly
higher for 2008. Four patterns fall into this cluster.

Stable blogs: About the same in all respects
“Stable” doesn’t mean unchanged—it means that
measurable quantitative factors didn’t increase or
decrease by 20% or more. In some ways, it’s sur-
prising so few blogs fall into this pattern.

LibraryThing .......ccoecveeeieneneeierieeeete et 4
Darth LibriS......ccovvieieieiereeierieeeeee e 22

More posts, about the same length and
conversations

Open Access News ........covueerieeinieenieenieeneeeseee e 791
PLA BlOG. ettt 96
Killin' time being 1azy .........cocvevevenineninenricceeen 84
Catalogablog .......ccccoevieerenienieinirenececeee 82
Government Info Pro ........cccccevveeeieveneneneeeeeeen 65
michael € CaSeY.......cccevvvirierierieieeeceeee e 60
Please Be QUIEL ........ccveeveieeieeiiecieecieeeee e 49
A Library Writer's Blog........cccccevevinenieenenineneceee, 45
Quiescit anima libris........ccocceveeeeeeierienenieieseseeeens 30
The Invisible Web Weblog.........ccccoceveirininenennennns 29
checking out and checking in......c.c.ccoceeevenencnieccnncnne. 17
The PlanetEsme Plan .........cccooevveninenennenencicceee, 1

Longer posts, about the same number and
conversations

The Rabid Librarian's Ravings in the Wind................ 170
What I Learned Today.........ccoeverereenenenenieneneeneene 163
Libraries in the NHS ........cccooviiiiiiniiiniieieeeeeeeees 65
The Itinerant Librarian ..........ccccceeevveieiieivieenieccieeenenn, 27
LAibrary Grants .......cocceceeveeverereenieneneenieneneeeeneenesneenns 3

About the same length and number, more
conversational

The Kept-Up Academic Librarian........c.ccecceveeverenneene 241
Library Boy ..c..coeeeeieneniiceieenceteeseseeeeee e 137
LibraryBytes ......coceeieviinienieienienieeeeieneseeeeene e 64
The Misadventures of Super_Librarian ............cc.c....... 62
The Krafty Librarian......c..ccccecevveneneeneneniennenenenene. 54
Crazy QUILES ....ooveviiiiiieeee 53
HeyJude ..ot 51
Connie Crosby.......cccceverereenieneneneeieneneeeeiese e 44
The Liminal Librarian........ccccceccveeeereereenienieneeneene 39
California Dreamin'..........cccceevverierieniienienie e e 32
Pop Culture Librarian .......c.ccoceeveveenienenenneenenenenens 29
LibraryTechtonics .......c.cccoveverienieneneeieneneeieeseeens 17
EC. tatteetete ettt ettt ettt 10
Inquiring Librarian ........ccccceceveeeveneneniieneneeccnenenee 4

Mixed Cases

These blogs have one (but only one) significantly
lower metric, with others about the same or signif-
icantly higher. There are ten individual patterns

DESPACHIC -ttt 770 within this cluster.

Peter Scott's Library Blog.........ccccovveviriiineninenieenne. 737 More posts, longer posts, less conversational
Library Chronicles..........ooooooooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiinnns C L B e 1T SO 6
Phil Bradley's Weblog ..........ooooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiis N 01 1 SO 47
D.1g1tlzat1.on 10 ) E R PRSP UUPORRRRPII 98 Confessions of a Mad LibIarian ........ooooooooo S
Library Link of the Day ... 92 Right Wing Librarian...........cccceceveveviieieeerseeeiennes 17
Caveat LeCtOr. ...t 65 INFO JUNKI@ ... 6
1nfqdoodad§ ................................................................. 62 Librarian on the €dge ...........vvvvveeeeeeeeerssssseseseeeeeeseeseeeeee n
David Lee King........oooovvrvmmmmvvvvmnminnsse 56 INfOMALLETS. ......cvvververreriseeees s aeaeaeae 13
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More posts, about the same length, less
conversational

About the same number, shorter, more
conversational

Stephen's Lighthouse..........cccccoovivienininieeceeeene 159 The Invisible Library..........cccceecvvireierieneneeeereseeeeens 45
Library Technology in TeXas.........ccccceververveneneeenvennnn 75 ATCHIVESNEXL.....cvitieeieieieeieeteie et 39
Walt at Random.........ccceeveeieriinieieierieeeieese e 68 The "M" Word - Marketing Libraries ........c..ccccoeenenee. 39
Typo of the day for librarians.............ceeveevererereesiennns 65 USETSIID.COM...oouviiieiiceeeee e 12
OPEN SESAME .......oeueeieieeeieieieeeeeteeeseeeeese e seeeneesenes 65 The Vampire Librarian.........cccccceeeeeieeverenieeceeneneseenns 10
The Imaginary Journal of Poetic Economics................ 63 The Ilustrated Librarian ..........c.cceeeeevevierenceeereneseneennn 5
Chronicles of the (almost) Bald Technology Trainer ...48 Weibel LiNeS ......cccveveieiiriieieieseeeeeeie e 3
LnnoYatet......t.ﬂ ............................................................... 32 About the same number and conversationally,
angingtogether.org .........ccocevveneviennenenenereneene 31
Librarian of FOrtune ...........ccoeovvveeverieneneeneseeeeeeeenns 26 shorter posts
SPLAT <.ttt 22 Tom ROPer's Weblog..........oooooosssnirrririvvviiivinis 55
Online INSIdeT......c.ceeveieieieieieieieirieisisresee e 22 R.esearchB.uzz """"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 50
Extensible LAbramfian. ..o 18 Library Juice...... s s 45
A Librarian's Guide to Etiquette............ccccevrurvrirernnnnns 13 Gargoyles }oosg inthe ibrary .....ooooooooovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiins 38
Dilettante's Ball .........ccccoovvveviiivieieeerirereeeeeeeeererenenn, 7 Th; Hot Librarfan ..o 15
. Ref GIUNL ...vvvviiiiiiiiieiiiieieeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeveeeeeeveeeeeeeeeeaenaenes 10
More posts, shorter posts, more conversational Scholarly Electronic Publishing Weblog........................ 3
Digital Koans ........cecuerververeenieneneeieneneneentenieseeeeneens 157
Digital Eccentric 16 Fewer posts, longer, about the same
The Well Dressed Librarian...........cccccceeeeeeieevieeveennenne. 27 conversationally
The Leary Letter ........cccovviririerereiinieieeeeeseeieseeeeeeens 26 Travelin' Librarian........c.cceccevevenenveenenencnneneneneenees 134
Prairie LiDIarian.....c.oeeeeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeneene 18 Information Junk........cccoceineiinninineieeceeen 110
More posts, shorter posts, about the same Iljgzg;cr:lhps .................................................................. 5;
conversationally Rambling Librarian :: Incidental Thoughts of a Singa-
L ReAder o, 47 POTE ittt 30
The M?dium is the Message ..........cocuvcucininiiniiniincins 27 Librarians Matter..........ccceeveviererieeiieecieeeree e 27
drupa}lb s 20 COMMONPIACES. ... 23
DIY Librarian ........ccccccveeeiieeiieeiieecieeeiee e e 10 The Other Librarian oo 17
Ramblings on Librarianship, Technology, and Academia8 55 431: The Dewey blog.......ccoererereenieniniiicnicnenens 17
Librarians for Human Rights.........cccccocevviniininnnnnenn. 8 User Education Resources for Librarians ..................... 16
About the same number, Ionger} less Loose Cannon Librarian .........ccccceeeeveeeeeiveeeeeineeeeeennen. 15
conversational Feral Library Tales.......c.ccccevveeriinineneniineneneecneeee 10
Librarian In Black .......ccccccocviniiiinininincnencee 216 qncaged BBrATAN. e 10
. LiS.dOM i 10
j's scratchpad ......ooevireeienininieteeeee e 87 rachelvacek com 3
The Information Literacy Land of Confusion ............. 3 VACEKLCOM v
Gemini MOON........ccccciiiiiiiiiiiniiiccc 23 copy Ehis DlOg. oot 6
The Singing Librarian Talks (or Wites...) .............. I l]&bra]zy e};. ...................................................................... 5
Information Literacy meets Web 2.0.......ccccceevuereeneenee. u REXi SBBi%é' LIBRARIAN """"""""""""""""""""""""" 4
Musings from Vermont...........cceceeeeverenensienenencenennns 7 LT 3
LibraryPlanet.com .........cccoceecieienineniieneneneeieneneeeee 3
About the same number and length, less LABIATIAN TT€ c.evoverereeeeeeeeeeseeee e se e s s s ses e ses e senes 3
conversational Mary Ellen Bates - Info-Entrepreneur Tip of the Month2
Coffee|Code ..ot 8 Open Libraries.........ococueiiniininiiiis 1
SQI“II;bI‘aI‘lan ................................................................. 29 Fewer posts) about the same length and
ANTIDUS ... 35 .
The Distant Librarian ...........ccceeeeeeveerieecieesieenieesieenenns 38 Cpnversatlor,l .
alliance virtual library.........cccoceveevenininienenineens 39 ler‘“,y Love'rs LiveJournal..oovereevesrresesrresssmsesssnne 64
librariesinteract.info 4 A Chair, A Fireplace & A Tea COZY.....cocevererverenrennenne 56
Marcus' World T 3 Your Neighborhood Librarian ..........cc.cccceveeevrieiniennnens 48
Libraries & Life ........ccccoeevieeeeieiieeeee et e 71 Out of the JUngle ..cvcvvevesrerssrersssrissesrsesssrresssrrens 44
Information Literacy Weblog ... 36 UK Web F OCUS wovvvvvavnrneeeens T 43
bookshelves of doom.......... ... 172 Blog on the Side - Darlene Fichter ..........ccccceruvruenene. 35
Slaw ... 234 Chez SROES.....c.cooueieieieeeeee e 33
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DrWeb's DOmain........cccceeeeierienieeieieneeiesieseeeeieeens 32

Cataloging FULUTES..........ccceveririerierieeieiese e 26
Thingology (LibraryThing's ideas blog) ..........cccceu...... 25
David's Random Stuff...........ccccoovieiienininieeieieiee 25
Life as I KNOW It.....cccceoeriiiieieienieeeeesceeee e 25
Library Stories: Libraries & Librarians in the News......25
Library Web ChiC ...c.ccceoivieviiininieieinneeeeeeneeeee 21
ADHD Librarian.........ccccveeveeiereseeseesieseeeeseesseseeseneenes 15
BOOK KItten ......cc.evueiiuiniiniiiiinienieeeeei st 12
Saving the world daily through information ................. 1
Aigital Serendipities..........ccveireererereinreineeninreeneenenes 1
Stephen Gallant ReView ...........cccveeveverineenienieeeeienns 6
HappyGeek's CodeX.......ooovrrimrmninienienireeenenieneeeeneenns 6
Continuing Education! .........cccccovervieveninnnencnenicnenn 5
The Gay Librarian...........cceccererveveerieneseesieseseeeeseeseenns 3
LADrary ANgst......cceeeevvenienereenienieneeteneneeeeenee e 1
Wigblog - Things Internet and Otherwise by Richard

WIGEINS ..o 1

Conclusion

I haven't listed all the blogs included in this part of
the study. Some blogs had a “down year” in gener-
al—some disappearing, some simply reduced in
general (or partly not measured). Others were
down in two of three metrics.

Is a down year a bad thing? That depends on
the blogger’s intentions. A dozen blogs had more
posts—but the posts were significantly shorter and
less conversational. That might suit the needs of
the bloggers and represent success stories.

[Omitted: 55 blog profiles]

8. Patterns of
Change, 2008-2009

This chapter looks at patterns of change from 2008
to 2009. I won'’t repeat the introductory and expla-
natory material from Chapter 7. If I had a naive
hypothesis for this year, it might be: Fewer posts,
slightly longer, maybe less conversational.

There’s one peculiarity for 2008-2009 that
wasn’t present in 2007-2008: Half a dozen blogs
that went from no posts to some posts—and are
included because they also had posts in 2007.
Since moving from nothing to something is an in-
finite increase, these show up as having signifi-
cantly more and longer posts with significantly
more conversational intensity.

As in Ch. 7, P% means Posts percentage.

Blogs | B% P%

More Posts 13 25% 45%
Longer Posts 67 15% 35%
More Conversational 43 10% 24%
Less Conversational 24 5% 1%
Shorter Posts 46 10% 10%
More Conversational 26 6% 6%
Less Conversational 20 4% 4%
More Convers. subtotal 69 15% 30%
Less Convers. subtotal 44 10% 15%
Fewer Posts 335 75% 55%
Longer Posts 139 31% 32%
More Conversational 77 17% 16%
Less Conversational 62 14% 15%
Shorter Posts 196 44% 23%
More Conversational 71 16% 12%
Less Conversational 125 28% 1%
More Convers. subtotal 148 33% 28%
Less Convers. subtotal 187 42% 27%
Longer Posts total 206 46% 66%
Shorter Posts total 242 54% 34%
More Conversational total 217 48% 58%
Less Conversational total 231 52% 42%

Table 8.1: Change patterns, 2008-2009

A Few Highlights

If patterns of change across the landscape were

completely random, each of the fully-indented

rows would have roughly 56 blogs and 1,660 posts
and show 13% in each percentage column.

None of the eight patterns is close to those
figures.

Three outliers are interesting:

» The most common pattern by far is the “dis-
couraged” pattern: Fewer, shorter posts with
less conversation. That pattern represents
125 blogs (28%) but only 1% of the posts.

» The next most common patterns are two
with fewer posts and more conversation—77
blogs with longer posts and 71 with shorter
posts. Combined, those represent a third of
the blogs and 28% of the posts.

» The pattern with fewest blogs is the same as
for 2007-2008: More posts, but shorter and
less conversational. That has 20 of the blogs
(4%) and 564 posts (4%).

» It’s interesting that two-thirds of blogs had
(slightly) longer posts—and that a solid ma-
jority had more conversation.
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A Better Model About the same 26 6% 1%
i Less conversational 84 19% 3%
See Chapter 7 for introductory and explanatory More conversational 79 18% 0%
material. About the same 64 14% 7%
Blogs | B% P% Less conversational 146 33% 10%
Significantly more posts 70 16% 22% Table 8.4: Change patterns for blogs with fewer posts
Longer posts 31 7% 8%
More conversational 18 4% 5% All blogs Blogs | B% P%
About the same 8 2% 3% Longer posts 137 31% 28%
Less conversational 5 1% 1% More conversational 68 15% 12%
About the same length 27 6% 12% About the same 33 7% 12%
More conversational 1 2% 3% Less conversational 36 8% 4%
About the same 8 2% 3% About the same length 154 34% 58%
Less conversational 8 2% 6% More conversational 49 1% 12%
Shorter posts 12 3% 3% About the same 43 10% 24%
More conversational 1 0% 0% Less conversational 62 14% 22%
About the same 4 1% 1% Shorter posts 157 35% 14%
Less conversational 7 2% 2% More conversational 23 5% 6%
More conversational 30 7% 8% About the same 35 8% 2%
About the same 20 4% 6% Less conversational 99 22% 6%
Less conversational 20 4% 8% More conversational 140 31% 30%
Table 8.2: Change patterns for blogs with more posts About the same 11 25% 38%
Less conversational 197 44% 32%
Blogs | B% P% Table 8.5: Length and conversational intensity change patterns
About the same frequency 89 20% 50%
Longer posts 26 6% 1% Significant patterns
More conversational 13 3% 3% A “typical” pattern in a random universe would
About the same 8 2% 8% include 17 blogs and 492 posts.
Less conversational 5 1% 1% > Although relatively few blogs had about the
About the same length 45 10% | 33% same number of posts (only 20%), these
More conversational 13 3% 6% blogs represented half of the posts.
About the same 14 3% | 16% > Setting aside the “less of everything” group,
Less conversational 18 4% 1% which includes a fair number of blogs with
Shorter posts 18 4% 6% no posts at all in 2009, the most populous
More conversational 5 1% 4% patterns—the only ones with more than 30
About the same 5 1% 1% blogs—are those with significantly fewer
Less conversational ) 2% 1% posts that are either longer and more con-
More conversational 31 % 12% versational or about the same length and
About the same - 6% | 25% !ess conversatlonf;ll. I’'m not sure what mean-
Less conversational 31 % 3% ing you can derive from that—other than
Table 8.3: Change patterns for blogs with the same # of posts that there really were no clear patterns be-
" tween 2008 and 2009 except for fewer posts
Blogs | B% P% in two-thirds of blogs.
Significantly fewer posts | 289 65% 27% » The most extreme mismatch between num-
Longer posts S0 18% 0% ber of blogs and number of posts is once
More conversational 37 8% 5% again the most stable pattern: blogs with
About the same 7 4% 2% roughly the same number of posts, roughly
Less conversational 26 6% 2% the same length post and roughly the same
About the same length 3 8% 3% conversational intensity. These blogs ac-
More conversational -5 6% % count for 2,129 posts—16% of the whole.
About the same 21 5% 5% :
Less conversational 36 8% 5% Blogs in Patterns
Shorter posts 127 28% 5% Listing the blogs that fall into some of the change
More conversational 17 4% 2% patterns may bring Tables 8.2 through 8.4 to life.
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I've clustered together patterns that seem sim-
ilar to me, but each pattern appears separately.
Within a pattern, blogs are listed in decreasing
number of 2009 posts.

Growth Blogs

These blogs grew significantly in at least two
measures and didn’t have a significant reduction in
any measure.

Growth in all aspects
Note that this includes blogs that had posts in
2007 and 2009 but none in 2008.

BlOog ..coovoueiiiineiiiiietiineee et Posts in 2009
The Centered Librarian.........c..cceccevvrvervesieneeseesiennns 209
Libology BlOg ...c..eoveuieiiiiieiiiniiieeeeeeee e 66
Science Library Pad.........cccooveeeeierieniinienieneseeieiens 58
OPL Plus (not just for OPLs anymore) ...........c...c.c...... 45
Paul Miller.......cocviviiiiiiiiieiieiieeeeeeeeee e 39
Christina's LIS Rant .......ccceccvevievierniieneeiieneeseeseeiens 39
Information Literacy meets Web 2.0 .......cccceceverueennee 35
LITA BIOG..c..eeteienienieienienieeteniesieetetenie et 25
"Self-plagiarism is style".........cccooererrinenenerenenenae 23
Youth Services COINeT........ccccoerereeneneneeneneneeeeeenne 21
Ramblings on Librarianship, Technology, and Academiai2
LADrary SPring.....cccceceeverereeneenienenieneneneeneeneseeeeneens 10
Manage This!......ccceeeveninieeeeee 7
Aaron the Librarian.........ccccoeceeviieiiiiiieeeieeie e, 4
All Things AMY.....cccceveririenieriinieneeeneeeeeene e 2
Distracted Truffle Pig.........cccccveninvieneniniinininenieene, 1
SChenizZzZle........cooviiriiiiiiiiieeeen 1
The Laughing Librarian .........ccccecevenenenniencncnennienene. 1
More posts, longer posts, about the same
conversationally

Outof the Jungle.........cccevininiiiiiininicineeeeene 121
A Chair, A Fireplace & A Tea COZY ..cccvereeveeneneneennens u8
always learning........ccoceeveevenenienieninencneneseeeee 29
The Uncommon COmMMONS .......ccevververeeneenenieneeneene 29
Chicago Librarian.........coccecevereneniienenenieneneneeiens 23
New Jack Librarian.........cccocceeeeeeiierieecieenieenieecie e 15
Simon Chamberlain's library weblog...........ccccceceeeenen. 10
Nowhere NOTth ......cccccverierieriiieeieeieee e 5

More posts, more conversational, about the
same length

BN ST I <) /2R 2

Longer posts, more conversational, about the
same number

Head Tale .....cc.ooovieiiieiiiieceeceeeeeee e 94
Crazy QUILES ....ocveeeieeieeceeeeee e 63
UK Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Blog.............. 4
Going Green @your library ........c.ccceevevenvenenceencnnenn. 38
Librarian by Day.........ceceeievereninieieseeeeeeeeseeeeeens 36
Info Career Trends..........ccccceeveeereereeneeeeeseeeee e 27
Emerging Technologies Librarian...........ccccccveuineeueacne 26
Library Alchemy .........coceoevemenenierinenenceneneseeeene 22
Information Research - ideas and debate..................... 14
the disorganized librarian..........cccocevevieeneneneneencnncnn 12
Dilettante's Ball..........c.cceeviieiiieciieieceeceeeeeeee e 7
blyberg.net ......ccocevevieiiininiene e 2
New Jersey Academic Librarian..........ccceeeeeveevervenenennnn. 1

Relatively Stable Blogs

These blogs have no significantly lower factor and
are otherwise either about the same or significant-
ly higher for 2009. Four patterns fall into this clus-
ter.

Stable blogs: About the same in all respects
Note that “about the same” can mean a change of
up to 20% in either direction—and that, not sur-
prisingly, this group includes some (not all) of the
most prolific blogs.

Open Access NeWS .......coceevveriernieenieenieeneeieeeeneenes 892
beSPACIfiC ..ccueeieiiriiriieieee e 733
Beyond the Job ......ccccoiniiiiiininiieineecces 131
Library Link of the Day ........cccccoceveeiiininenieienenenens 92
Typo of the day for librarians........c..cccceverereenienennenne. 65
TICKIBrarian.......ocvevieriesieceece e 55
Library JUiCe ...c..coeeieniinieniiienieniecteeseseeeeee e 48
Swiss Army Librarian ......c..ceccevvevereeienenenieenienenenens 37
Librarians Matter .........cccceevveeierienieniesiesieeeesee e 29
librarytwopOINtZero ..........ccecveverereeieneneneeieseneeens 25
rambleonsylvie.........cccoovviiiiiiininii 9
LiDCAStING ...eveveeiieieieeiieieieeetee ettt 6
MemberBlog..........cocvevierininiiiiineee e 4
Scholarly Electronic Publishing Weblog ....................... 3

More posts, about the same length and
conversations

KGAS Lit evvoveeeeeeeieeiseeceseeeeeiees et 125 Stephen'’s Lighthouse ... 230
KNOWDOIES. ... 78 The Good Library Blog...........cccccoeviviiiiiriiiciicncnnes 66
INfOtOday BlOG........cvveevieceeeeeecieeeeeeveeee e 61 The Distant Librarian..........ccccooooeniininnnn 53
Bibliographic Wilderness..............ccccceveveveveieirnrnssennnnns 52 User Education Resources for Librarians..................... 24
Union Librarian...........cccooeeieieeeveeceeeeeeeeeeeeseenne 38 Librarians for Human Rights ..., 17
Everybody's Libraries ............cccceeviurueveirereererersenenans 15 The PlanetEsme Plan ..o 17
Library GIants ..........cccccceueuevevevererererereresesesssssesesessesenens 12 Wigblog - Things Internet and Otherwise by Richard
Obnoxious Librarian from HadesS.........oooovvvvviii 1 WIZEINS .ottt 1
INhETent VIC.....vuvueuieieieeireieeneieeieieieiseeeseese e 5 Open Libraries ... 2
Dynamic Librarian .........coccoceevenenennnncncncnncneneenen. 4
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Longer posts, about the same number and

The Life 0f BOOKS .......ccoiveuiiiiiiiiiiieeeieeeeeee e 8

conversations (C)erdule Il(:ieas ................................................................. 7
"ops oyle's INFOrmation .........ccoceveeveeneenieneenieneeneeeee 7
gf‘izsfgétlﬁiilg‘?ﬁ‘f‘ff{_].3}?%::::::::::::::::::::::::::fg; The UbiqUitous LibIarian .o......ooeerveveeeeeeeeeeessssssreseeee 7
ResearchBuzz. ... 3 the New Cybrary .......occoeceveeienieneneeieeeeeeeee e 6
""""" B geeky artist librarian.........ccccccecevveniniininininccnn 5
rents oty Do 4o Buffalo Wings and Toasted Ravioli__.....__......... 5
Gargoyles loose in the library ........ccccoccvevevnincnennencn. 34 Mﬁlsmgs frOH} Vermont ................................................... 3
Baby BOOMEr LiDIATIAM. ..v..overres s eeeeererrresesesseeerenn 33 The Eeyore Librarian ........ccocceeveeeeeeeesieseseeseeneeseseennes 3
Aigital SCrEnIPILIES -rrrvvreseerrseerrs e sees s o TEAVOGOPUL .- 3
INOSCIPRI ..ot 2
About the same length and number, more Librarian on the edge..........cccoovvririreeeeeeeeeeeeeinas 2
conversational Foxylibrarian.Com..........ccouvveeierieneseeierieseeeeeese e 2
The Kept—Up Academic Librarian ...oeeeeeeneosoeeieiaii, 268 Creative Librarian........cccccoeeevuvviiieeiiiiiiieeiieee e, 1
The Rabid Librarian's Ravings intheWind ................ 176 AU COUTANT ...uvvviiiieeeeceiiieeee e et e e e e e eeeiraeeeeeeeeeaennes 1
LADIATIAN ... 103 The Cool Librarian..........coceueiriniiniininisininsses 1
L1brary cbps .................................................................. 43 Fewer posts, longer posts, same conversational
RUMINAtions .....cooviieniiiiiiieie e 26 intensity
Loomware - Crafting New Libraries.........ccccccceceruenenc. 22 . .
BOOKBItChBIOG .....ccveviiiriieieiiniinecieneseeceeeeene 21 The Krafty LiDIarian ......oocooessiessnsrsess 37
LADIAYTEChNT ..o 20 pafa.ne:c ......................................................................... 36
LADTAry Web CRIC....ooroeeeeeseeeesseeeeeee oo 8 Marcus' WOorld ......cooeeeeeniinenieienineeieneeceieneneeens 24
The Cataloouing Librari Chez ShO€S.....co.eeiiniirieeiiirectce et 18
guing Librarian ..........ccceccevvineniinicncnenn. 14
L . 2C00ITOOIS ...t 18
the goblin in the library.......cccccooevenininnencnninncns 14 braries in th S
Books to curl up with: a librarian’s musings .............. 9 L1. raries in t e.NH ..................................................... 18
Coffee|Code ..ot 7 Digital ]?ccentnc """" T 5
Your Neighborhood Librarian .........cccccccevveveevenencnens 12
Fewer but Richer The Medium is the Message........ccccecevenereneenenencene. 12
LibraryLaw Blog......cc.cccuevirenieniininiiieneneeeeieneeeeen 1
These blogs have significantly fewer posts in 2008 ALA Marginalia......cccceeveeenereneenninnecneeneeneneerecnnenes 6
than in 2007, but the blogs are “richer” in some rachelvacek.Com ..........ccccociieveverciieeeeeeeee e 5
ways: Longer posts, more conversational intensity habitually probing generalist..........cccceceerenereerienenennee. 4
or both. LADTaTian 2...cc.cevvereierienienienie et eee e sre e s 3
. Professional-Lurker: Comments by an academic in cy-
Fewer posts, longer posts, more conversational DETISPACE ...c.vivinieiieteeieeieeeee ettt 2
Tarpe the W’eb ........................................................... 8o Enquiring Minds Want t0 KNOW ..o 1
Phil Bradley's weblog...........cooovvvvviiiiiiiniiii 77 Weibel LINES.......cocurveeeeereiererereieieieieieieeeeeee e 1
The Misadventures of Super_Librarian........c..ccccccueuue. 42 Lo
LibrariAnne.........cooveeieieciie et e 1 Fewer posts, similar length, more
Tom Roper's Weblog...........coeueeiinieieieriiieieieeeseens 39 conversational
Librarian In Black .........cccceoirirenienninireseeceeeee 38 INfOMALLETS .....oveviieniciiicieceeeee e 8
Closed StacCKS........ccvevvirreeeierienieeeieeeste e 24 The Other Librarian .........cccccocevvevervieneninenieneneneneen 3
Love the LIDeITY.......cccererieiriirieieieeeiesie e 22 The Invisible Web Weblog.........c.ccccoceneeieinininccnnnns il
eFoundations.........c.cceeieierieniicieeeee e 22 Library Technology in Texas.......c.cceceeeeereneneniieneneneens 8
The Itinerant Librarian..........cccccceevvevienieeecieseeeeeiennn, 21 Librarians as Knowledge Managers.........c.cceccecueverenncee 2
QQ*librarian.......c.ccevverveeeerierieeeesiesie e sre e 18 COlLECHIONS 2.0 ..evveieieeiieieieeieeee ettt 7
librariesinteract.info..........cccoceeveeeeviesiieierieeeeeeeee, 17 Library Revolution.........ccceceeeieveninenniininceceieneeee 10
INNOVALE ...ttt ettt 17 blogwithoutalibrary.net...........ccoceeveeeievenenensienenenenee. 5
The Information Literacy Land of Confusion............... 17 Libraries & Life ......cccceevevirinieiiniceeieeeeeeeeee 38
025.431: The Dewey blog.......cccoooevievininiiiiiieiene, 13 MUSEUIM 2.0 c.eveiniieieeiieieerieesiee sttt 23
SIIVETSPIILE ...ttt 13 Speak Quietly: Ramblings About Libraries, Writing....29
The FRBR BIOG.....cciteiriiiiieieiisieieeeee e 12 Nodalities blog.........ccccecererinieiiiniinieieeseeeeeeee 31
in forming thoughts ..........ccccooiiiiriieninineee, 1 Attempting Elegance..........ccoccovevirienienenenieneeeene 16
Confessions of a real librarian ...........ccccceevvereeneennnenen. u Dewey's Dartboard ...........ccceeeeevierireniieneneeeeieseeeeene 2
LIyfrgellydd .....c.ooeeieriiieieeeeeeeeeee e 10 EBM and Clinical Support Librarians@UCHC.............. 21
iNfodoodads...........cvevveiiiiiieiiiiceceeee e 9 The Singing Librarian Talks (or Writes...) ......c.ccoveuennee. 4
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Academic Librarian.........cccceeevereeneenienieneeceeeeeeneen 9

Panlibus.......cocveeiirieieierieeteee e 23
Walt at Random .........ccceeievieriininieieeeeese e 50
RSSALID ..ttt 5
Please Be QUIEL ........cccueeiieiiieiieieeieesieeie et esie e 29
Library Lovers' LiveJournal ............ccocovvvreierenenieiennns 21
Chronicles of the (almost) Bald Technology Trainer....10
DigiCMB.......ooiiiii e 14
The Blue Skunk Blog.......cccceevenienininininicinineenee 59

Mixed Cases

These blogs have one (but only one) significantly
lower metric, with others about the same or signif-
icantly higher. There are ten individual patterns
within this cluster.

More posts, longer posts, less conversational

Catalogablog .........cooveverierieieieseeeee e 72
LAiDraryBytes .......cceeueveeierieeieieie st ee et 51
The "M" Word - Marketing Libraries...........cc.ccceuenne.... 42
hangingtogether.org..........ccoceveveeierienereeeeeeeeneen 36
reeling and writhing...........ccccoevvvvireieienieniceeeeeeen 34
Librarilly Blonde ..........cccocveveririnieieseeeeceieseeeens 34
Rambling Librarian :: Incidental Thoughts of a Singa-

POre Libloga ...cveveiiieiiiiiiiciececceceeeee 29
DrWeb's Domain.........coeceeereneinenenenieeneneeeeeene 28
Librarian of Fortune...........cccccceevveeieeeeeieciecee e 24
EMerging .....cccccoeeeveiniiniiniieenecneeseeneeeceeeeeee 18
A Wandering EYTe .......c.cocvevevrenineneneneneeceenene 15
Terry's WOrklog.......ccccoveeverienicineninieeeneneseeeeee 15
TomMbrarian..........ccecveeiieeieieee et 14
The In Season Christian Librarian............cceeveevevervennens 8
the pod bay dOOT .......cccvvveirerieiisiceeee e 4

About the same number, shorter, more

The Running Librarian.........c.coceeeveenenenenneneneneene. 37 conversational
E.}llje SheCK SPOt.....cccieciieiieiieiieieeieeeeeeee e 26 Law Librarian BIOE ... ...eevreessooeeeressssoeereesssseeeeeesse 457
¥brar_yrnan...1.(.:1..&.............:..' """"""""""""""""""""""""" 9 Cataloging FUtures..........ccccecvevenereeieneneneeieneneeens 25
Iél ?rées ]?ul f(c:)rnm'u'nltles """""""""""""""""""""" 8 Cheeky Librarian........ccoceeveeveneneneencneneneenicnenceens 22
B 8 T 1o 1 s WO USRI 8
More posts, about the same length, less Continuing EAUcation! .............cccoevuevieerrieereeeerrneernann. 5
conversational About the same number and conversationally,
DlgltalKo'ans ................................................................ 387 shorter posts
Blu.estalk.mg """"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 17 1) =1 & =1 o U OO 54
MalsonB1§son.com """"""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 79 ATCRIVESNEXL ... 38
’gf ITEJCIESIC}BI‘ """"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 74 OA Librarian .....ccoeceeveereeneeneeneeseeseeseeseesee e 19
he eck.......... TN 40 Mary Ellen Bates - Info-Entrepreneur Tip of the Monthz
libraryassessment.info ..........cocceceveneneenieneneniienennns 21 The Handheld Librarian 5
library webhead...........cccovviiiiiiiiiesecee e 7
Library MonK.........cccceueueueiererereieieieseieeissseessssssesinens 13 Fewer posts, about the same length and
More posts, shorter posts, more conversational conversation
RUSA BIOG oo eseesseeseeee 20 Library Chronicles. ..o 171
bookshelves of doom .........cccceecvieiieeiiieiieeieeeeeeee, 135
More posts, shorter posts, about the same PLA BIOG.....eeeooveeeeseeseeccceeeeeeeeesesseoeeeeeeseesse oo 54
conversationally Killin' time being 1azy .............ccevevevrrueveieerereiereenena. 47
LIBrarian.net .......oc.eeeveeeveeeieceieceie ettt 51 Caveat LeCtor.......cuevveeieeieeieeieeteeeeeie et ve e 44
Filipino Librarian ........ocoeceeeeeeeerienienceesiesieniecee e 18 A Library Writer's Blog.......ccccccevvevinnienininiiieneneeene 33
A LIBRARIAN AT THE KITCHEN TABLE .................... 15 The Imaginary Journal of Poetic Economics................ 26
The Galecia Group .......cccceeevereriienienenieeneneeeeeeene 7 Random Musings from the Desert..........ccccceceerenenncnns 21
About the same number, Ionger, less 1nfo—fet1sh1st. ....... T 20
. The Gypsy Librarian........cccoceeeeevvenenerecnenencceennenn 19
conversational ISRUSH L. 16
TangognaT.......coociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiecc e 56 CONNIE CTOSDY ... 12
Social Justice Librarian..........cooooovvvnrieniinniinnnn, 12 INto the Stacks........ceeeeieviierieieieeececee e 9
Alone in the Archives ... 12 The Shifted Librarian .............ccocoeeeoveveeeeeeeeeeeeans 8
Carolyne’s pages Of INterest.........c.ccocvrvvniinriniinniins 9 uncaged librarian ...........coceeeeeirievereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeve e 7
@ the ibrary.......coviis 3 digitizationblog..........c.cvrvrveveuerererererereeeeeeees 6
About the same number and Iength, less Hectic l'j‘ace' ..................................................................... 6
conversational SDemantl'c Lll)}farcy ............ t e 5
eepening the Conversation ...........cecceeeeevveeseenerencene 4
EesourceShelf ............................................................. 909 LIS - Michael Habib ... ;3
IDIAry BOY .ooveeeieieiiriieieeiee e 110 Stephen Gallant Revi
Information Literacy Weblog..........cccceceverenenieniennns 8o CPNEN LAlANT REVIEW ovvvsssrvmssssmssssssssssssssssss s !
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[Omitted: 15 blog profiles]

9. Correlations and
Averages

Are there significant correlations between pairs of

metrics?

Any time you look at correlations, there are
two meanings of “significant” to consider:
> Statistically significant: There’s a good

statistical “fit” between the two factors.

» Meaningful: There’s some plausible reason
to believe that the two factors would be cor-
related—that one has an effect on the other
or that they somehow work in tandem.

As a humanist who's numerate and somewhat sta-
tistically aware, I don’t much care for random corre-
lations. Show me that the change in average height
of women in Boston during the 20™ century corre-
lates with the change in acreage devoted to vinifera
grapes in Chile during the period, and I'll say there’s
either some other factor influencing both of them
or you're spouting statistical nonsense.

I tested correlation on various pairs of metrics
that might have meaningful relationships—and, in
fact, on most possible pairs. The ones that
emerged appear here. I did not look at correlations
involving 2007 data or changes from 2007-2008,
since Chapter 8 of The Liblog Landscape 2007-
2008 includes such correlations. Yes, the universe
is different; no, it’s not different enough to justify
doing a new set of correlations.

Methodology

In addition to removing all blogs with no posts in
either year (and, as noted below, all blogs with
fewer than two posts in either year), I removed
seven “fringe cases”: Five blogs with more than 400
posts in either year, one with more than 600 com-
ments (actually more than 1,200 comments) in one
of the years, and one with a conversational intensi-
ty higher than 15 (actually higher than 50). The
fringe cases needed to be removed for potential
graphs to be readable—and, as it turns out, remov-
ing the fringe cases consistently lowered correla-
tions. That makes the starting population 383
blogs—all those with at least two posts in 2008
and in 2009, minus seven fringe cases.

For each pair of metrics, I:

> Removed blogs with no data for the pair of

metrics.

Had Excel calculate Pearson’s product-

moment coefficient, the correlation be-

tween the two metrics.

» If either correlation is medium or strong
(absolute magnitude between 0.3 and 0.5
for medium, absolute magnitude over o.5
for strong), I include the correlation. I don’t
consider small “correlation” (with an abso-
lute magnitude between 0.1 and 0.3) mea-
ningful enough to bother mentioning—
almost any two sets of numbers will show
some correlation.

» The Liblog Landscape 2007-2008 included
scatterplots for seven medium and strong
correlations. The more I looked at those
scatterplots, the less I saw useful informa-
tion: There are too many data points and too
little that you can infer from them. So I'm
not including scatterplots in this book. If
you love visual representation, buy the other
book. (If you really love scatterplots, contact
me; for a nominal fee, I can send you the
two columns and you can make your own
scatterplots in Excel or another .xslx-
compatible program.)

A\

Age Correlations

Does the age of a blog correlate with its key me-
trics or changes? Last year, the clear answer was
no: Every correlation was between -0.15 and o0.22.
For 2008 and 2009, the results were even
worse: Every correlation was between -o0. and
+0.13. There doesn'’t appear to be any meaningful
correlation between how long someone’s been
blogging and any other aspect of their blog.

Count Correlations

There should be a strong correlation between the
number of posts in 2008 and the number of posts
in 2009, as there was between 2007 and 2008.

So there is: For 384 blogs with at least two
posts each year, the correlation is a strong 0.766.
You could say the number of posts during 2008 is a
strong predictor of the number of posts during
2009. The correlation isn’t as strong as between
2007 and 2008.

There’s no correlation between posting fre-
quency in either year and the change in posts be-
tween 2008 and 2009.
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Count and comments

There’s a weak positive correlation (0.426) be-
tween number of posts in 2008 and number of
comments in 2008, among the 332 blogs with at
least two posts and at least one comment. There is,
however, no real correlation between number of
posts and conversational intensity in 2008. The
first is to be expected. The second, if it existed,
might be interesting.

There’s a similar, if slightly weaker, positive
correlation (0.409) between number of posts in
2009 and number of comments in 2009, among
339 blogs with at least two posts and at least one
comment. Once again, there’s no real correlation
between number of posts and conversational in-
tensity in 2009.

There are no correlations between number of
posts in either year and either the change in num-
ber of comments or the change in conversational
intensity.

Last year, there was some correlation between
the change in post count and the change in com-
ment count. The correlation is also there for 2008-
2009, but it’s weaker at 0.398. There continues to
be no correlation between change in number of
posts and change in conversational intensity.

Count and length
Youd expect a fairly strong correlation between
number of posts and total length of a blog, even
though blogs vary widely in the average length of a
post. For 2008, among 353 blogs with comparable
metrics, the correlation is 0.775. For 2009, with
349 blogs included, it’s slightly stronger—o.811.
You wouldn’t necessarily expect any correla-
tion between number of posts and average length
of a post, although a mild negative correlation
might seem reasonable (blogs with large numbers
of posts might tend to have shorter posts). Leaving
out the few cases with very large numbers of posts,
the 2008 correlation is too small to be considered a
correlation, although it is negative: -0.192. The
2009 correlation is also negative and even smaller.
There are no significant correlations between
post count in either year and the change in length
or average length—but there is a very strong corre-
lation between change in post count and change in
total length, 0.938. That may be natural—unless
the style of a blog changes sharply, chances are its
overall length will change in rough proportion to

its number of posts. (This is a case where the cor-
relation increased from 2007-2008, when it was
0.882.)

Length and Comment
Correlations

Are there correlations between length of blogs (to-
tal or per post) and comments or changes in
length or comments? In this case, blogs where
length couldn’t be calculated are omitted, along
with blogs with fewer than two posts—and blogs
with no comments, when looking at comment cor-
relations.

Length and length, length and average length
Not surprisingly, there’s a strong correlation be-
tween total length of a blog in 2008 and total
length in 2009, for those blogs where it could be
measured in both years (346 of them): 0.683, not
enormously strong but still strong.

There are no correlations between total length
of a blog (in either year) and either the change in
length or the change in average words per post. I
also don’t find correlations between total length
and average length in either year.

Length and comments

For those blogs with measurable length and at
least one comment, there’s a weak correlation
(0.510) between total length and number of com-
ments in 2008, but not between total length and
conversational intensity. There’s also no real corre-
lation between average post length and conversa-
tional intensity (average comments per post)—
that is, longer posts don’t tend to have either more
or fewer comments than shorter posts, at least not
on a blog-by-blog level—or between average post
length and total number of comments.

For 2009, there is a weaker correlation be-
tween total length and number of comments
(0.472), and there’s also a weak correlation (0.398)
between average length of post and changes in
conversational intensity.

Comments and conversational intensity

Here’s one that may be mildly interesting: For
2008, there’s a strong correlation (0.715) between
total number of comments and conversational in-
tensity (average comments per post). The correla-
tion for 2009 is weaker but still (barely) strong, at
0.609. In other words, blogs that have more com-
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ments per post also tend to have more comments
overall—perhaps not an astonishing finding.

There’s also a strong correlation (0.664) be-
tween conversational intensity for 2008 and con-
versational intensity for 2009—one that’s not
surprising. Blogs with more comments per post
tend to stay that way. If anything, the relatively low
correlation might be interesting.

Finally, there’s a strong correlation (0.708) be-
tween change in total comments from 2008 to
2009 and change in conversational intensity—
which makes sense, given that the two metrics are
strongly correlated each year.

Conclusions

Of the correlations strong enough to be worth not-
ing, most seem intuitively likely. Theyre correla-
tions that “make sense.”

Averages and Everyday Blogs

Most of this book avoids averages because averages
for as heterogeneous a group as liblogs don't tell
you very much. But there is a place for averages—
and maybe, by trimming the universe considered,
we can see some overall trends a little more clearly.

Table 9. provides all the averages (and sup-
porting figures) that seem to make sense to provide,
including year-to-year changes. The notes that fol-
low the table are essential to making sense of it.

2007 2008 2009 Ch78 | Ch89g
Posts 20,820 18,876 15,826 -9% -16%
Active blogs 449 486 434 8% -1%
Posts/blog 46 39 36 -16% -6%
Active in 2007 449 419 373 -7% -1%
Posts act. 2007 20,820 16,950 14,192 -19% -16%
P/B act. 2007 46 40 38 -13% -6%
Active 2008 486 422 -13%
Posts 2008 18,876 15,029 -20%
P/B act.2008 39 36 -8%
Blogs w/length 412 452 394 10% -13%
Total length 4,803,373 | 4,467,215 | 3,470,958 -7% -22%
Posts 19,720 17,824 13,437 -10% -25%
Ave. length 244 251 258 3% 3%
Posts/blog 48 39 34 -18% -14%
Blogs w/comments 379 404 323 7% -20%
Tot comments 24,586 21,356 13,426 -13% -37%
Tot posts 16,039 14,753 9,574 -8% -35%
Ccomments/post 15 15 1.4 -6% 3%
Ccomments/blog 65 53 42 -19% -21%

Table 9.1: Averages and supporting figures

Notes on Table g.1:

» The first three lines aren’t new. The first is
total posts across all blogs in the study, with
percentage changes—and note that, al-
though there’s a decline each year, it’s not all
that dramatic. The second and third line tell
slightly different stories: The decline in
posts per blog was sharper from 2007 to
2008 than from 2008 to 2009, because there
were significantly fewer blogs. Indeed, 6%
really isn’t much of a decline.

» The next six lines take subsets of the data,
omitting new blogs from year to year. Thus,
the first three lines include only blogs that
had at least one post in 2007 (noting that a
handful of blogs had posts in 2007 and
2009, but not in 2008). The next three lines
ignore 2007 and include blogs that were
new to 2008 (or had no posts in 2007).

» The next five lines look at blogs for which
length could be measured—and the only
new figures are total length, average length
per posts across all blogs, and average posts
per blog among blogs with length metrics.
Notice that the last line is never that differ-
ent than the overall posts per blog—at most
3% higher or 7% lower. The interesting
number here is average length across all
blogs, and note that it increases each year—
but not by much, roughly 3%.

» The last five lines look at blogs with at least
one comment. The drop in total comments
of more than 1/3 from 2008 to 2009 is inter-
esting; on the other hand, comments per
post are nearly unchanged.

Everyday blogs
What happens to these figures if we reduce the set
of liblogs to include only those that have been
around since December 2006 or earlier, that have
posts in each year and that have measurable length?
Further, what happens if we eliminate some “special
cases’—blogs that are atypical by design?
Removing those blogs with no length metric
in one or more years—either because there were
no posts or because length couldn’t be measured—
substantially reduces the universe, down to 325
blogs, dropping some of the most prolific blogs
and some with lots of comments. That’s a drop of
18% to 28% in each year as compared to blogs with
length metrics in each year, taken independently.
(That is: Only 325 blogs have length metrics for all
three years, but anywhere from 394 to 452 have
length metrics in any one year.)
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On the other hand, the number of posts in
those blogs doesn’t drop as much—anywhere from
1% to 17%. Comments drop by 20% to 24%.

Now we remove a few atypical blogs—noting
that some atypical blogs such as Library Stuff and
Slaw already disappeared because of length metrics
problems. Here are the blogs removed—and why.

» ResourceShelf, beSpacific, Law Librarian
Blog, Peter Scott’s Library Blog, Open Access
News, Free Government Information and
The Kept-Up Academic Librarian are all very
prolific blogs with either sponsorship, team
effort, or a firm commitment to serve as a
form of current awareness service.

» Library Link of the Day is a pure link and
headline with no copy and operates on a
fixed schedule.

That'’s it: eight more blogs, reducing the total to 317.

What happens when we look at averages and totals

for these blogs (fewer for comments)?

from year to year, increasing by 14 words
from 2007 to 2008 and 16 more from 2008 to
2009.

» Comments per post show are a little higher
(not surprisingly: current-awareness blogs
tend to have many posts and few if any
comments) but show a little more decline
from 2008 to 2009.

Two more sets of figures may be interesting: The

extent of “essay-length” blogging among this sub-

set of liblogs.

» If you define essay-length as 500 words or
more, the number grows from 33 in 2007
(10%) to 51 in 2008 (16%) and 60 in 2009
(19%)—an increase of 82% in two years.

» If you define essay-length as 400 words or
more, the number is much larger but the
growth isn’t as dramatic: 67 in 2007 (21%),
78 in 2008 (25%) and 93 in 2009 (29%)—an
increase of 39% in two years.

Conclusions? If it’s reasonable to think that these
are the blogs most people think of as the bibliob-
logosphere, then it’s a reasonable overall assertion
to say that posting has dropped significantly, that
posts have grown longer (but not dramatically so),
and that the number of essayists among libloggers
has increased dramatically.

2007 2008 2009 Ch78 Ch89

Posts 12,924 10,519 7,762 -19% -26%
Active blogs 317 317 317

Posts/blog 4 33 24 -19% -26%
Total length 3,443,472 | 2,942,010 | 2,300,059 -15% -22%
Average length 266 280 296 5% 6%
Blogs w/ comments 275 274 246 -0% -10%
Total comments 18,588 16,052 10,575 -14% -34%
Total posts 1,717 9,563 6,847 -18% -28%
Comments/post 1.6 1.7 15 6% -8%
Comments/blog 68 59 43 -13% -27%

Table 9.2: Averages and supporting figures for “everyday” blogs

Most notes for Table 9.1 also apply to Table 9.2—
but since only blogs with posts and lengths in all
three years are included here, there’s no need for
the second group of lines in Table 9.1, and some
redundant lines could be removed from “Blogs
with length”—since all of them have length me-
trics.

» Most sharply, we see a larger drop in posts,
almost one-fifth from 2007 to 2008 and
more than a quarter from 2008 to 2009. The
sense that blogging has dropped off a lot is
perfectly justified within this large popula-
tion of blogs that don’t have special cir-
cumstances—26% over one year and a
combined drop of a full 40% over two years.

» Post lengths are longer in general (up from
244 words to 266 words in 2007, an increase
of 1% or roughly three sentences)—and
they show more growth from year to year.
It’s fair to say that “everyday” or “typical” lib-
logs did generally have slightly longer posts

10. Why People Blog—
and How Blogs Change

This study includes 521 blogs. What they have in
common is that each involves one or more “library
people” as defined very loosely—people who have
some connection to the library field and write, at
least part of the time, about library-related issues.

How do these people blog, and how is that
changing? That’s largely what this book is about,
on an objective, quantifiable basis. I discuss qua-
litative areas in Cites & Insights from time to time.

Why do these people blog—and how is that
changing? There are many reasons for blogging,
some more sensible than others. Here’s my quick
take on plausible and implausible reasons for
starting and maintaining liblogs, followed by some
comments from bloggers themselves.

The Good, Bad and Unlikely

Here are a few reasons people have started blogs,
probably missing many more:
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» Fame: Some people start blogs to become
better known, with expectations that jobs,
speaking engagements, new friends, con-
sulting gigs, or other Good Things will fol-
low. Once in a while, this happens;
frequently, people become somewhat better
known through blogging.

» Professional Advancement: This can be
related to “Fame” above—blogging as a way
to become better known professionally. If
that’s the only reason for blogging, liblog-
gers these days are likely to be disappointed:
There are too many other blogs out there. If
it’s a secondary motivation, it can still be a
winner: People still do become better
known and loom larger in the field because
of their blogs.

> Fortune: Make Big Bucks in Your Spare
Time! Just add some HTML to your template
and watch the bucks roll in through adver-
tising, or referrals, or... Yes, there are people
who make serious money through “blogs”—
though in some cases I'd argue those blogs
are professional publications, not personal
blogs. Are there profitable liblogs? Probably,
but probably not many—a few that are
sponsored, a very few that may make
enough on ads to more than cover hosting
expenses.

> Obligation: My sense is that a fair number
of liblogs still begin because they’re assign-
ments in library school or a social-learning
program. Once the assignment’s over, most
of these blogs fade away—unfortunately, in
too many cases, leaving LISWiki listings be-
hind. Sometimes, the assignments result in
ongoing, worthwhile blogs.

> Projects and Topics: Some blogs begin for
specific purposes, e.g., as a place to discuss
one specific topic or as a companion to a
book or conference.

» Having Something to Say: Then there are
the others, where people believe they have
things to say that others will find worth
reading. These libloggers—I'd guess this
motive accounts for at least 80% of all active
liblogs—may have secondary motives (e.g.,
becoming known for their expertise and
thoughts) that could fall into the “fame” and
“professional advancement” categories, but
first, they have things to say and find blog-
ging a worthwhile way to say them.

Things change, both in people’s lives and in the

tools that they use. People who have relatively few

things to say, or relatively short things to say, may

find themselves moving away from blogs and to-
ward FaceBook, FriendFeed, Twitter et al. People
who sought out fame and fortune may turn away
in disappointment.

[Omitted: Material originally in Cites & In-
sights July 2009, “Thinking about Blogging 2: Why
We Blog.”]

Blogging in Decline?

Blogging is dead. That’s clear—it’s been said many
times (Bing says 7,160,000; Google says 67,700; the
right number is “lots”). That widespread pro-
nouncement of death, particularly from sources
such as Wired Magazine, may be a good thing—it
means blogging has completed its transition from
toy to tool, from Shiny to Useful.

Is blogging as a whole in a state of decline?
Yes, no, maybe and—most of all—why does it mat-
ter? Yes, lots of people have given up blogs (in-
cluding liblogs) and yes, lots of blogs have much
less activity than they used to. No, some of the ma-
jor blog platforms continue to see increased activi-
ty; no, many bloggers see growing readership; no,
there continue to be exciting new blogs.

That said, it’s worth looking at some of the
thoughts people have had about changes in blog-
ging—either their own blog or blogging as a
whole. Some of these are from liblogs; some aren't.
(This part of the chapter is original, but will prob-
ably appear later in Cites & Insights.)

When should you stop blogging?
Kathryn Greenhill used that title for a May 18, 2008
post at Librarians matter: “When should you stop
blogging?” She cites a post from Problogger,
“Should I stop blogging? 20 questions to ask your-
self” (www.problogger.net/archives/2008/05/17/should-
i-stop-blogging-20-questions-to-ask-yourself/) and lists
the questions with her own answers. But before that
she offers a few other notes:
While I don't think I have any intention of stop-
ping Librarians Matter, I've noticed my posts are
slowing down as I enter my third year. I've been
spending more time twittering, on new work
projects, blogging elsewhere, getting slowly inter-
ested in videoblogging-and even trying to go
walking at 6am to spend some one-on-one time
with [her 10-year-old son].
My friend Con (Ruminations) has been feeling in
a pickle about whether to keep up with her blog-
ging, Morgan (Exploded Library) has recently res-
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tarted his blog after a self-imposed hiatus and
Fiona (blisspix) has decided to give up her more
personal library related blog in favour of continu-
ing a couple of others. I've noticed a huge drop in
the number of new posts appearing in my aggre-
gator from librar* blogs.

I find twitter is filling the community/comment
space that was once filled reading and comment-
ing on blogs...

Checking those three blogs in 2009, Ruminations
is still strong (but much less frequent in 2008 and
2009 than in 2007), explodedlibrary.info is back in
2009—and blisspix is gone. Librarians matter is
doing fine. The drop in the number of posts across
the field of liblogs is clear (although not enorm-
ous) and may be a good thing. Is Twitter replacing
blogs? I'd hope not, at least for serious issues—but
it's probably occupying time and energy that
might otherwise go into blogging, just as Friend-
Feed does.

Blogging

Lorcan Dempsey thought about how blogging may
be changing in a May 3, 2009 post at Lorcan
Dempsey’s weblog. He sees a distinction between
personal blogs and traditional media in blog form
(my wording, not his). Excerpts:

I seem to spend less time looking at blogs, library
or otherwise. I don't know if this is just me or if it
is a general experience. The demands of work, life
and Twitter perhaps. No doubt Walt will inform us
in due course whether the volume of library blog-
ging, at least, is up or down, whatever about the
quality or interest.

However, as soon as [ say that I realise that it is
probably not true. I do look at quite a lot of things
that are sort of quasi-blogs/quasi-news (e.g on
Cnet) which I do not tend to think of as blogs be-
cause they do not have a strong personal voice. I
occasionally look at some other things which are
clearly 'blogs', if in some managed space. The
blogs at HarvardBusiness.org are an example, and
they seem a bit flat, as if produced to order.

[He read an ad for an editor of the BBC Internet
Blog, very much a corporate blog,]

This prompts me to think that perhaps the word
blog has become overburdened and as a result
somewhat fuzzy in use. Sometimes we use it for
the mechanics, for a mode of delivery which has
become a useful and general web publishing me-
dium: a stream of messages which are individually
commentable, addressible, and signed, which can
be subscribed to as a stream and which can be ag-
gregated and mixed in various ways. Other times

we may mean this, but we are principally thinking
of the personal voice that comes through ...

So, I probably spend as much or more time look-
ing at blogs in that mechanical sense. But I prob-
ably spend less time listening to individual,
idiosyncratic voices ...

I use the broadest definition of blogs (Dempsey’s
is too narrow, since it includes commenting)—but
he makes a good point here. I've avoided “main-
stream” blogs in almost all cases, those without
strong personal voices, but I've left a few of them
in these studies. That may be a mistake; maybe we
really need to determine separate media even
within the library space.

the halcyon days of blogging are over

That’s Morgan Wilson in a May 17, 2009 post at
explodedlibrary.info. Wilson began reading liblogs
almost a decade ago—librarian.net and The shifted
librarian—but didn’t know the word. Later, he
learned about it and started his own. Excerpts di-
rectly related to blogging:

It was extremely liberating. Some of that was the
technology, the blogging software combined with
the rise of Google. For the first time, self-
publishing was inexpensive, easy and viable as a
way of reaching an audience. But it wasn't just the
technology, there was the notion that the blog was
your own platform, use it to express yourself and
say whatever the hell you want to say. After all,
most people didn’t even know about blogs.

Gradually things changed, more people started
blogging and more people started paying atten-
tion to bloggers, and things got more serious. But
those changes were flowing on from the growth of
blogging and were to be expected...

Although I have described blogging as "not diffi-
cult,” publishing via [Facebook, Twitter, Friend-
Feed et al] is extremely easy. Although blogging
has become fairly mainstream now, the ease of use
factor of Twitter particularly has helped it become
way more mainstream.

The difference between an old fashioned blog and
somebody's Twitter or Facebook or MySpace page
is that a blog is published for the whole world to
see, whereas it’s possible to control who can access
the newer services. This may sound fairly obvious,
but I think it's caused a difference in how people
use these newer self-publication services...

I wonder, if more and more people can express
themselves via Twitter or Facebook, does that
mean that over time less people will be interested
in starting or continuing blogging?
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Guessing the future is always hazardous, because
the things which cause the biggest change can
never be predicted.

But even if blogging does go into a gradual decline,
in terms of its popularity or influence (it's possible
that if the mainstream news media continues in its
downward spiral, blog posts may gain even more
influence), I'm not worried that all of a sudden
blogging will become meaningless.

It’s interesting to consider the narrative arc of this
post, which would be wholly impossible on the
other services Wilson mentions. It goes from what
appears to be a downbeat statement, a modified
version of “blogging is dying”—and winds up with
a reasonably positive ending, in line with my own
feelings.

Finding the sweet spot

Sarah Faye Cohen thought about Twitter and the
extent to which it can undermine blogging in this
July 9, 2009 post at The sheck spot. She notes some
frequent libloggers (although two of the three she
names aren’t all that frequent these days), then
draws a contrast:

I have never been like these people. I am an occa-
sional blogger. I, like many bloggers, mean to blog
more often. I have many blog posts I mean to
share or thoughts on our profession that I share all
the time with Andy and other co-workers but rare-
ly do I find time to sit down and get it all out on
my computer. And admittedly, I feel guilty about
it. Lately, I even ask myself if I should maintain
my blog atall. This, in part, is because of Twitter.

She’s one of those who didn’t get Twitter initially and
didn’t much care for the required terseness—but she
found good uses for it and finds herself in Twitter
“more than I ever expected,” sometimes asking pro-
fessional questions and getting fast responses.

Don't get me wrong. [ still read many articles, blog
posts, and journal articles that are through RSS,
references, citations, or referrals. But the point I
am making is that my input and my output is
shifting. I get information in a new way and I
share information in a new way. I tweet an awful
lot more than I blog... While I have never felt the
need to blog for others, blogging can be a lonely
endeavor while Tweeting is an amazingly com-
munal one. Increasingly I find I work well with
both. I appreciate the quiet of my blog. I appre-
ciate the opportunity to go back and review what
I've said. Even as I've been writing this post, I look
back at my blog and realize how long I've been
blogging and how much I have thought through

things here. But on Twitter, I appreciate the ability
to share without the added pressure of annotating
and reflecting, or at least doing so very briefly.

So where am I? Where does this leave me in terms
of my blog and my media? Thinking about how
they intersect and diverge more than before. Cer-
tainly thinking about how I can use them effec-
tively and interestingly in teaching. But also
realizing the purpose and importance they both
have for me. It does not need to be one or the oth-
er. There is a sweet spot to be achieved...

Cohen didn’t abandon and won’t abandon her
blog—she’s blogging at roughly the same pace in
2009 as she did in 2008, down (but not much)
from 2007. I don’t think there’s much doubt that
most of us who don’t blog for money are finding a
changing mix of social media. In my case, it’s still
not Twitter—but there’s little doubt that things
happen on FriendFeed that might otherwise hap-
pen on my blog or even in Cites & Insights. The
last paragraph of the post is, I think, the key to the
future of blogging as one of several social media
for those who find essays worth writing:
Maybe I will keep the blog after all. I'd forgotten

how cathartic it can be. How refreshing. How
sweet.

W(h)ither blogging and the library blogosphere?
That’s Meredith Farkas, July 22, 2009 on Informa-
tion wants to be free. As usual, she has worthwhile
things to say—and as usual, I'm having trouble
excerpting the post. Still, I'll try (but, as usual, I
recommend the whole post).

I remember the first OCLC Blog Salon at ALA very
fondly. It was like fangirl overload for me... There
was such a great energy in the room — most of
the people there had just started their blogs in the
past year or two and were just discovering the
community that the library blogosphere creates.
Most of us had no idea when we started our blogs
that these individual media would connect us to
other like-minded individuals, giving us not only
an outlet for our thoughts, but a distributed space
in which to converse and (to an extent) socialize.
Just like previous years, there was a blog salon at
this ALA Annual, but when I think about the ones
I attended in 2005 and 2007, this event seems to
pale in comparison. And I feel like it is symbolic
of what’s happened to blogging in general. And I
find that depressing.

Ah, Meredith, you didn't attend ALA Midwinter
2009. That was a depressing blog salon—too few
people in too big a room. Summer was lighter than
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some past years, but I didn'’t find it depressing. (And
I really don't miss the earlier salons held in suites,
where you could barely hear anyone...loads of energy,
but too much for an old fogey like me.) Still...

Microblogging, what have you done to my beloved
medium??? I remember joining Twitter reluctant-
ly (since all my friends were there) more than two
years ago and thinking that it was a fad that
wouldn’t last. I mean, who would want to be on-
line most of the day updating what they’re doing
and reading about the minutiae of other people’s
lives? What a time suck! Well, apparently a lot of
people did, since Twitter and FriendFeed are wild-
ly successful now. I thought, and still think, that
microblogging is great for conferences — as a
backchannel and to connect people to one anoth-
er — but I still can’t commit to doing it enough to
really feel a part of things. And I never would have
guessed back then what a deleterious impact mi-
croblogging would have on longer-form blogging.
With Twitter (and even more easily in Friend-
Feed) you can have the sort of discussion one
might have in the comments of a blog post, nearly
in real time. And it’s really cool, because you can
feel much closer to the people youre conversing
with since the conversation is happening so
quickly and in a single space that everyone is on
equal footing in. But that time element is also the
problem. If a discussion went on during the work
day and you find it in the evening, it’s yesterday’s
news by then and there is often no point adding to
the conversation...

To me, this is a particular disadvantage of Twitter—if
you'e not there, you're really not there, and it doesn't
thread conversations. FriendFeed is tough: You can
catch up, but sometimes you just have to recognize
that the parade’s gone by and you missed it. Some-
times, that’s a good thing.
I used to spend hours a day on my RSS feeds,
reading thoughtful blog posts by really, really
smart librarians. Now, I can get through my feeds
incredibly quickly since there’s rarely anything
from the people whose blogs I used to love. It feels
to me like microblogging is more about being
clever than thoughtful. You're only as good as your
last quip, and everyone is trying to write some-
thing that’s poignant, provocative, and/or funny
in the smallest number of words possible... It’s not
a knock on microblogging, but I don’t think it
can’'t replace the longer, more thoughtful posts
many of us love to read in the blogosphere.

I don’t know that I ever spend hours a day, but it’s
possible. It’s certainly the case that there are sig-
nificantly fewer posts—the universe I'm currently

studying is down 20% from 2008 to 2009, after be-
ing down 10% from 2007 to 2008, and there are
fewer blogs in that universe. I share the concerns
about “microblogging” (and dislike the term, a los-
ing battle though that is).

Microblogging isn'’t a bad thing though. I think it’s
brought a lot of people even closer together. I can
see it when I go into Friend Feed—the connections
my friends have to one another, even though some
of them haven't even met in the physical world.
And it’s given people who never blogged before a
way to connect. But I actually feel less connected to
my online friends than I used to simply because I
don’t have the time to be there as much as I'd like...
[Farkas, with teaching and a new son, find that life
gets in the way of FriendFeed and Twitter.] It’s great
for the people who can be there a lot, but many
can't. And that’s something that I never saw in the
blogosphere because people could be part of the
community when it suited them and wouldn’t miss
a beat. It was easy to catch up if you were on vaca-
tion for a few weeks.

I'm wondering what I'll do after our next serious
vacation. I'll certainly catch up with blogs and
email. Will I simply ignore FriendFeed other than
the most recent day? Probably—and that means I'm
simply not part of the community for that time.

It really depresses me when I hear from people
that blogging is over and when I see some of my
favorite bloggers (who are now FriendFeed and/or
Twitter devotees) cut their blogging down signifi-
cantly to a “wow, I can’t believe it’s been so long
since I've blogged” post every once in a long while.
If it weren't for getting pregnant and having a ba-
by, I'd still be posting a lot, so for me, it wasn't mi-
croblogging that affected the quantity of posting.

This troubles me as well. Blogging isn’t dying, but I
do miss posts from some thoughtful people who I
believe are busy with Twitter and FriendFeed.

...Maybe this is the way communication is moving
and I should just get over it and get on the train.
But I really hope that both can exist (and thrive!)
side-by-side. I hope people will find a balance be-
tween the two. But what I've seen over the past
year makes me think that may not be possible and
that most people are devoting the majority of
their energies to one or the other.

[ don'’t believe it’'s most people. I believe it’s a fair
number of people.
It’s not like everyone has given up blogging or
writing thoughtful posts. I still find some great
material in my aggregator from some really great
library bloggers. Maybe I'm feeling this more be-
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cause I haven’t added enough newer librarianship-
related blogs to my aggregator, blogs from people
who are still bursting with enthusiasm about this
awesome medium...
She ends by asking for suggestions for newer blogs.
There were 39 comments (as usual, almost all
comments come in the first few days—in this case,
38 in the first three days, one more a month later).
A couple of people commented on the movement
of comments to FriendFeed. One took my silver-
lining view in a slightly different way: “I think di-
ehard bloggers will still blog and this shakedown
probably means that what’s left is higher quality”
Near the end of the thread, another said much the
same thing: “It seems more like a natural process
of separating the wheat from the chaff in the blo-
gosphere is playing out right now with worthwhile
and regular writers still shining while others with-
out much to say are falling by the wayside.” I'd like
to believe that’s true...

Another commenter notes that she finds blog
posts through Twitter (and it’s clear that Friend-
Feed points the way to posts). This person won-
ders whether there’s room for new libloggers and
speaks of established bloggers “who have staked
their claim”; I'd like to think that, particularly giv-
en the number of established bloggers who've cut
back, there should be plenty of room—but I also
look at the small number of widely-read liblogs
that began in 2008, and [ wonder.

Some wondered whether Twitter and Friend-
Feed are really to blame, or whether there are other
reasons for a decline in blogging—and that’s al-
most certainly the case for some people. There’s
more; as noted, this was a remarkably extensive
conversation for a liblog post in 2009. (There were
just about as many comments on this post on
FriendFeed.)

In addition to lots of comments, this post drew
a followup from Rachel Singer Gordon, posted July
25, 2009 at The liminal librarian and titled “Mere-
dith is more thoughtful than I.” She notes the many
comments on Farkas’ post and wonders whether
that’s because Farkas is an “A-list blogger” with “a
bajillion readers” or “because she’s one of the few
people still writing these long, thoughtful blog
posts that she misses, and people want to be part of
that conversation?” She also notes that her non-
library blog gets a lot more comments than limin-
al—and she’s not sure whether that’s because she

posts more there, because of the topic or because
“people who are into that type of blog tend read it
directly rather than on Facebook/FriendFeed?” My
guess is that “Yes” is a good answer. (The post drew
four comments, including mine.)

Blogging after all these years

Michelle McLean posted this at Connecting libra-
rian on July 29, 2009, her fourth “blogiversary.” She
discusses the reasons she blogs, refers to Mere-
dith’s and other related posts and offers her own
slant. Excerpts:

I've been thinking about blogging for a while now.
Even considered stopping altogether, but couldn’t
bring myself to do it. Although I'm not blogging
as regularly, I still feel I have something to say and
that this is one of the places I can say it.

Some of the reasons I have been blogging less, are
that I am twittering more (most days and for most of
the day usually) and I have been more writing away
from the online, in the form of conference papers
and articles...

I'm feeling less pressure to blog too, probably be-
cause of my increased presence on Twitter and Fa-
cebook-now I try to blog at least once a month, if
not once a fortnight, but only when I have some-
thing to say, not just for the sake of it. Maybe I'm
finally maturing as a blogger. :)...

Connecting Librarian was intended to be the cen-
tre of my online presence, but it's now one of
three main locations you will find me. It’s now be-
coming where I do my deeper thinking, whilst
Twitter is where I have more of my interactions
and conversations and Facebook is mostly just
about connections...

..I too miss the depth of content that comes with
blogging and I have noticed a marked decrease in
the frequency of blog posts arriving in my RSS read-
er. On the other hand however, I love the immediacy
and the contact that micro-blogging brings....

[ think that for now, my centre is Twitter—that’s
where I spend most of my time in terms of an on-
line presence, but I am not giving up my blog. I
still have many things to share and this is the ideal
forum for that... Be reassured that there will still
be blog posts, in the next year, although maybe
not as often as I have in the past. I still want to
blog though because I am still learning and disco-
vering and find I still want to share all that I do,
whilst “connecting new ideas and technologies
with library service.”

McLean’s certainly blogging less than she used
to—but those posts are substantive and worth-
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while, and six good posts in a quarter is still six
good posts.

Whither blogging?

That’s the question posed in this August 4, 2009
post by Jim Till at Be openly accessible or be ob-
scure (tillje.wordpress.com). Till notes big changes
in two OA-related blogs, with Peter Suber curtail-
ing is blogging at Open access news and Dorothea
Salo “hanging up the keyboard” at Caveat lector.
Till, who'’s specifically interested in open access,
finds himself searching FriendFeed and Twitter for
OA-related items. He too thinks the role of blogs
may be evolving “because of Twitter and Friend-
Feed” and notes Farkas’ post (and my comment).

Then he discusses a new OA journal—and the
fact that he first heard about it via FriendFeed.
“This illustrates the advantage of short-form blog-
ging as a means to disseminate news items.” May-
be that’s right—although, unless you rely on
hashtags, Twitter’s a tricky case. If all you want to
do is point out a new journal, traditional blogging
is probably overkill.

But the post doesn’t address the question
raised. I don’t believe many bloggers are arguing
that Twitter and FriendFeed should die or that
they can’t be useful complements or supplements.
But what does that do to blogging itself?

A rejoinder to the blog backlash

Marcus Banks chose to comment on a different
aspect of blogging’s changing reputation, in this
October 5, 2009 post at Marcus’ world. Which is to
say, some people still regard blogging as somehow
inferior to real writing and suggest that blogging
leads to too much sharing.

Among the criticisms of blogs are that they are ves-
sels for meaningless public narcissism...There is
copious chaff among the wheat of the blogosphere.
But I've felt for years now that a thoughtful, intros-
pective blog post is just as powerful as a well-
developed personal essay. What is the difference?

One of my favorite books is The Art of the Person-
al Essay. Edited by Phillip Lopate, the book was
published in 1995--well before anyone knew the
word "blog"--and contains essays going all the way
back to ancient days.... And Michel de Montaigne
deservedly gets his own section, as he is the most
famous personal essayist who ever lived.

de Montaigne died in 1592. The desire for a public
accounting of personal business existed well be-
fore the Web... Blogs make the impulse to share
easier to achieve, but they didn't create it.

The obvious difference between a blog post and a
published essay is that blogs are unvetted by any-
one except their authors. Essays must pass both
publisher and editorial scrutiny. This means the
bar for what counts as a "good" blog should be
high. And who's to say what counts as good?
That's another problem.
All of these are legitimate questions about blogs,
which are still a very new form of writing. But ac-
cusing blog platforms of inventing the desire to
over-share is spurious...
I'm more sensitive than most, I recognize, because
I've now written this blog for close to five years.
Some posts are much better than others and most
are decent but not great. The best posts I've writ-
ten been very personal, and this candor has
helped others.
Would the writing have been any different if it
was printed on paper rather than etched on a
screen? | hope not. The writing is what counts, in
print or online.
Maybe this isn’t appropriate for this section; may-
be it belongs in “why we blog.” Banks can be very
personal in his posts—but also mixes personal and
professional in some fascinating ways. His own
blog is good evidence for the case he’s making, and
[ believe it to be a strong case.

WHY THE HELL AREN’T YOU RESPONDING
TO MY BLOG POST
That’s the title, intentionally SHOUTING, of an
October 24, 2009 post by Mita Williams at New
jack librarian. It’s partly about commenting (or the
lack thereof) and the unpredictability of com-
menting, and offers Williams’ take on why see-
mingly trivial posts sometimes get more
comments than substantive posts, but in giving
her take she gets into another area that certainly
changes the blogging arena:
We don't need any more information in our lives.
For every subject upon which you can throw your
attention to, there is so much material available
that now you also have to choose which point of
view you want to go with it. And we don't need
any more entertainment in our lives, either. Most
people have a backlog of books to read, movies to
watch, TV series to catch up on DVD or PVR, and
games that they can't wait to play.
So we really don't need a/nother blog to read.
The 'trivial posts' of the microblogging set, are
personal—easy to write, easy to read, and—most
importantly—easy to respond to. When strangers
meet, they talk about the weather. When you
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meet online, you make talk about Kanye or what-

ever. And over time, you get to know a little bit

about each other...

What people need is something that makes them

truly happy and that thing is community.
My primary response would be to caution against
generalizations. Personally, I do get to know
people through their blog posts—and I do desire
thoughtful new perspectives on areas I care about,
including points of view I don’t necessarily agree
with. I hope Williams is wrong—not about the
“group hug” nature of much of FriendFeed and
Twitter (she’s clearly right there), but about the
usefulness of less “huggy” media. If she’s right,
then maybe blogging is dying—and I don't believe
that to be the case. (There’s only one comment, a
289-word one-paragraph anonymous thing that,
although I may agree with much of it, I'd have to
class as arant.)

Other Voices: How Individual
Blogs Change

To get more of a sense of how blogging may be
changing or declining, let’s look at a few posts
from a mix of liblogs that seem to have changed
recently—or gone into a state of temporary de-
cline. ('m omitting blogs that have disappeared
for long periods; we'll deal with those a bit later.)

Don't just blog there—say something
That’'s David Fulton in a May 17, 2009 post at
Daveman'’s blog, formerly Daveman’s tech tips.

The first rule of blogging is "have something to
say." For the last two and a half months, I've been
thinking about what to say and I've concluded
that the purpose of this blog has changed.

Before I started my new job as site manager at Po-
laris Library Systems, I tried to blog whenever I
ran across something that I thought would be use-
ful or interesting to my readers. To find these tid-
bits, I spent at least half an hour each day doing
current awareness activities; reading blogs, new-
sletters, RSS feeds, listservs, websites, etc. Things
move fast in library technology and I felt it was
critical to keep up as best I could.

The first two weeks at Polaris were overwhelm-
ing.... [Work details omitted.] For those first two
weeks at Polaris, I didn't do my current awareness
at all. Partly, I didn't need it for what I was doing
and, after working intensively with a computer all
day, I just couldn't face one in the evening. As my
comfort level with the job has increased, I've

gradually been reading my information resources
more frequently. But I don't think I'm going to rely
on them as a source for my blog posts.
In the past, I found things to blog about as a result
of my current awareness activities. Since that's not
a big part of my current job, I'm not running into
them anymore. So the blog will change. Future
postings will not be as frequent as they used to be
and will cover other things that I'm interested in,
such as folk music, acoustic guitars, books and
who knows what else. I think so now, anyway.
This blog had declined substantially—from 27
posts in March-May 2007, to 14 in 2008...to two in
2009, albeit two essays rather than 14 or 27 fairly
short posts. In this case, Fulton recognized what
was happening, changed focus and changed the
blog’s name. He’s still not posting a lot, but when
he does post, he has something to say (even if it’s
less likely to be library-related).
A new flight
That was the title of Nicole S. Dettmar’s first post
at Eagle Dawg Blog in March 2008. At the time,
she had this to say:
The intended purpose of this blog is to be my
starting point for the Web 2.0 101 continuing edu-
cation class for the Medical Library Association,
but who knows what direction the field or my stu-
dies may take me from here.
I've been blogging off and on since 1996 or so...
When I first heard the term 'blog' back in those
ancient days, I thought it meant a backup log of
activity on web servers so I did not consider my-
self a blogger. I still don't think of myself as a 'real’
blogger because, for the time being, I don't have
practical deep and profound brain things inside
my head about the medical library profession
since I'm not actually in it yet. I'm full of theory as
any new graduate who is considered young by our
profession's standards should be, but old enough
to keep quiet and observe for now without ex-
pounding in public.
Welcome aboard for the ride!
Most “class blogs” die. Some don’t. Dettmar, who is
now definitely part of the field, has turned this
into a solid post on medical library and other top-
ics, averaging ten posts a month this year. She
writes with style and clearly adds a worthwhile
new voice in a category that doesn’t lack for strong
personal voices.

Losing librarianship?
One way blogs change is when the blogger’s life
changes in substantive ways—a new job, a new as-
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signment, a new child, a new whatever. Steve Ob-
erg’s been doing Family man librarian since 2002,
and it’s always been as much about family life as it
was about libraries and technology. But in Septem-
ber 2008, he changed positions within a corporate
library—and on December 28 posted this:

Since my job change at the end of September, I've
noticed that my professional interests and reading
habits have shifted quite a bit. In particular I've no-
ticed that most of the library blogs to which I've sub-
scribed dont seem as relevant any more.
Consequently I've unsubscribed from most of them.
I wonder, am I losing librarianship? I'm proud to be
a librarian, don’t get me wrong. And I'm not exactly
thrilled about all aspects of corporate life and the sil-
ly pap that I sometimes need to consume as part of
that. But I do really like my new, expanded role fo-
cusing on search and taxonomy, with the opportuni-
ties for learning new things and expanding my
horizons. As part of that I'm looking around for oth-
er sources of information in the blogosphere and
elsewhere that will help me keep well informed and
current, and I don’t have as much time for keeping
up-to-date with purely library-related things.

That’'s the whole post. Activity on the blog
dropped sharply—from 42 posts in March-May
2007 and 75 (!) in March-May 2008 to seven in
March-May 2009. In September 2009 he noted
that his group is leaving the corporate library en-
tirely, moving to another part of the corporation.
Effectively, this blog is no longer a liblog.

Here we go! SKJ4ALA is launched
This one’s interesting: A distinct change in an estab-
lished blog—and one that may or may not be tem-
porary. Sara Kelly Johns has had From the inside out
since January 2006, with relatively infrequent posts
about professional associations and school libra-
rianship. But with this post on October 2, 2009, the
blog gained a new tagline—“Blog for SKJ4ALA
campaign”—and a distinctly new purpose.
Well, it's public now. I am running for ALA presi-
dent, an opportunity to represent all libraries, li-

brarians, library workers and trustees, using the
resources and tools of ALA to have a loud voice.

School Library Journal published an announce-
ment yesterday and I am going to be busy here in
DC at their Leadership Summit, but I will love to
hear from people with their ideas for what ALA
can do for them, how it can make a difference. I
know ALA can.

Thanks to my son Ryan for the new picture! My
baby website is up but more will be added to it

soon. I am hoping that between the blog and the

website, I will hear from a lot of people with ideas

and concerns.

Stay tuned.
Some successful ALA presidential candidates have
launched blogs that ceased at the end of their
presidential or past-presidential year. Some have
shifted their blogs into campaign mode and, if
successful, coverage of their years in office (ALA
president is a big job—a later post notes that, if
she wins, she’ll retire). Frankly, I can’t imagine a
liblogger running for ALA president and not con-
verting the blog into primarily a campaign vehicle.

All change
Sometimes a change is terse and maybe a little
mysterious, such as this July 12, 2009 post in Ian
Snowley’s library management blog:
I'm modifying this blog, to reflect some changing
professional interests. So 'regular readers' please
bear with me whilst I make the changes and try to
work out a design that will accommodate the infor-
mation ] want to share.
That’s it—and, so far, other than one other post on
the same day, we're still bearing with him.
That’s just a sampling. There are many reasons
for change, some of which never turn up as posts.

[Omitted: 6 blog profiles]

11. Stopping and Pausing

Why does a blogger pause (which I'll define as not
blogging for at least four months) or stop alto-
gether? I'm certain the most common reason is
premature blogging, that is, starting a blog before
you really know whether you have much to say. I
suspect other reasons are all over the map, with
the second largest probably running out of steam
or losing interest (or, these days, finding that say-
ing what you have to say is easier and faster on
Twitter, FaceBook or FriendFeed).

A fair number of libloggers stopped between
mid-2007 and mid-2008, or at least paused for so
long that they dont have any posts—13% of those
with enough impact to make it into But Still They
Blog and probably more than that among the broad-
er liblog population. Some returned; many didn't.

What follows is a sampling of posts on why
people have stopped or paused blogging—or, in
some cases, the fateful final posts that don’t appear
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intended to be final. Included are some “haven’t
been blogging much lately” posts.

Info Career Trends on indefinite hiatus
That appeared May 4, 2009 on Info career trends, a
blog-based newsletter. Excerpts:
Important announcement: After the May 2009
issue, Info Career Trends will be going on hiatus
indefinitely.
But why, Rachel?
After putting out bimonthly issues for nearly g years,
it’s time for a break. I'm finding it harder to balance
labors of love like ICT with family and with paid
projects, and need to refocus some of my energies.
Read Greg Schwartz’ post on priorities about putting
his Uncontrolled Vocabulary podcast on a similar
hiatus; he pretty much says it for me as well...
Rachel Singer Gordon keeps the site and, thus, the
archives alive and, for a couple of columns, made
sure there were ways to keep getting them. The
balance is difficult, particularly for ambitious
projects such as Info career trends (and Cites &
Insights, for that matter).

the blog is quiet
Richard Akerman posted this on June 28, 2009 at
Science Library Pad—and it’s not about ending,
but about an extended slow period.
The blog is quiet for a number of reasons, including
* 1 have moved to using Twitter (@scilib) and
FriendFeed a lot more for sharing information

* I have a new iPhone and as I discussed in my
Twitter modes posting, short-posting services like
Twitter are a more natural match for using on
mobile devices...

* Reason I can't tell you which will be announced
soon

...I recognize that Twitter is a much noiser infor-
mation channel, full of half-formed thoughts,
asides and insider person-to-person conversa-
tions. The blog is still the best platform for long-
form thoughts.
“Quiet” is not gone (Akerman had more posts in
March-May 2009 than March-May 2008), but “gone
Twittering/FriendFeeding” is clear enough. As of
November 4, 2009, there’s only been one (quite
substantial) post since this one, in late August—
after a fairly steady stream through mid-June.

Blogger’s Block

Janie Hermann posted this on June 28, 2009 at Li-
brary garden—a group blog on which she went
quiet for a couple of months. Excerpts:

For the last few months I have been suffering from
a writer’s block of sorts that has made it impossi-
ble for me to write a blog post of any length or
substance. I have done other writing, just no
blogging so it is a true blogger’s block. This has
never happened to me before and I have spent the
last few weeks honestly trying to figure out the
cause is behind this blockage.

It is not a lack of ideas. I have lots of ideas for posts,
they come to me at odd moments and usually when
[ am nowhere near a computer (or even a piece of
paper and pen to jot down a quick outline). Lately,
however, when I finally sit down to write a post one
of three things seems to happen:

1. I start writing and suddenly I feel as if it has al-
ready been said before. What seemed like a bril-
liant blog post when I thought of it, now feels like
it is just rehashing the same conversations that we
have been having on libraryland blogs for the last
few years...

2. I start writing on a timely topic but I don’t have
time to finish and by the time I go back to polish
it off it is no longer relevant or timely...

3. I start writing and feel like I am writing too
much about MPOW and all the awesome things
we do here. This is not the intended focus of Li-
brary Garden...

There’s more to Hermann's post—she describes
several pieces of advice on breaking writer’s block
and uses them as the basis for a good solid post.
(She’s been back since.) I'm including this partly
because I believe she includes three reasons some
blogs disappear: Some people do run out of blogg-
able ideas, some find that their own focus is no
longer the blog’s focus—and some people feel,
rightly or wrongly, that it’s all been said before.

Catching up
That’s Steve Lawson in a July 3, 2009 post at See
also... Portions:

So. I haven't been around here much lately. I'm
not sure if you noticed. I'd understand if you
didn’t. The whole “blog” thing has seemed a bit
underwhelming lately, no? Caveat Lector is dead
and I'm not feeling so hot myself. Or something.

One of the reasons I haven’t written much here in
the past few months is that I have been working
on writing a book... The ego boost from having
someone say “would you like to write a book?”
doesn’t quite make up for the months of inertia,
self-doubt, and ever-growing dread as the sound
of the deadlines wooshing by starts to drown out
the Muse of Library Science whispering in my ear.
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I have also been busy fighting off depression. I
have been prone to mood swings and so on since [
was an adolescent, and the blues have been get-
ting harder for me to shake...

You may be asking yourself (as, indeed, I am ask-
ing myself) “why is he telling us this?” And I'm
not sure. I don't think I have ever deleted a post
after publishing it, and this could be the first.

But I guess I'm trying to say that even though I have
neglected this blog (along with many other things)
I'm not quite ready to give up on it. I have things I
want to write, some about libraries, some about
other things. So this blog may be a bit more per-
sonal or a bit more random. I sort of miss the days
before Twitter and FriendFeed where blogging and
commenting was the primary way to communicate
publicly on the web.

And T hope that the things that have kept me away
from blogging are turning around...

It’s been a weird few months in which many indi-
vidual good things happened but the whole felt
kind of awful. I was tired. I am tired. But I think
things are starting to turn around. And while I'm
not sure how frequently I'll post or what I'll write
about, it’s nice to see this space sitting here and
waiting for me.
It’s true that Jastram had only one post in June,
and substantially fewer in March-May 2009 than
in previous springs. “Life happens”: The only rea-
son you need for a pause in blogging. And in this
case it was definitely a pause—the blog’s been
back to a healthy pace of worthwhile posts begin-
ning in July 2009 and continuing ever since.
My year long blogcation
Andrew Whitis posted this on July 6, 2009 at [i-
brary+instruction+technology. Excerpts:
For the record, I am not dead. I have been on a

Writing a book is a great reason (reason, not
excuse!) for a “blogcation”—and unless youre
blogging about the blues, it’s hard (and maybe in-
advisable) to blog too much when youre down.
But also note the penultimate paragraph—
Lawson, who uses FriendFeed as effectively as any-
body I know, sees something missing there as well.
I think.

If you don't read See also.. (why wouldn’t
you?), Lawson’s back with reasonably frequent and
usually thought-provoking posts.

Well hello, blog
Frankly, I was never aware that Iris Jastram hadn't
been blogging as much in June 2009, but that’s what
she says in this July 3, 2009 Pegasus librarian post.
Popping over here...brought me up against a sober-
ing realization, though: I posted once last month.
Once. And that was a post I'd outlined weeks ahead
of time. I've had dry spells before, but never like
this.

blogcation...or maybe that is a blog-sabbatical...or
maybe life just got busy and my use of alternate
communication channels increased.

I've read a couple of posts over the last few days
from other librarians feeling guilty about not
tending to their blog as they would like. I didn’t
intentionally plan on taking a year off. Like most
of you, a lot of my communication has dispersed
into various social media streams. You know the
obvious culprits...Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter,
FriendFeed, Flickr, and del.icio.us. I did consider
abandoning this blog, until I noticed that my site
visit stats show that people are still tripping across
content. The stats indicate that people are mostly
“reading” the posts written about conference ses-
sions. | guess I will keep the blog up for awhile
and see if I can get into another posting groove (if
only to buck the dead and dying blog trend that
not many people are blogging about but lament-
ing on those other social channels).

In case you are curious, here is what I did during
my year long blogcation...

It crossed my mind that maybe I should just put
this thing out of its misery, but I don’t think I'm
ready to follow in CavLec’s footsteps yet. So here I
am again, and here’s a bit of what I've been up to
since last I thought much about blogging....

[Summarizing; Busy spring term. Two family mar-
riages and a graduation in one month. And...]
Then I took two weeks off of work to do as much
of Nothing At All as I could. In case you missed it,
that was TWO WHOLE WEEKS off. In a row.
Bliss. During that time, I became a big fan of sit-
ting on the porch with a book, a laptop, and some
iced tea....

Quick summary: Job interview; ALA Annual; big
work project; award; successful job interview and
new position as a library director at a new institu-
tion; sold a house and moved to the new position
with no downtime; accepted into a mentoring pro-
gram; applied for a team workshop; purchased a
house; rebuilt the new library’s website; Midwin-
ter; and more projects and conferences...in other
words, a very busy year.

I really do plan on getting back into writing mode.

There is a lot more I would like to write about the
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Learning Spaces & Technology workshop and my
experiences from our learning commons project.

Since then? Two posts in July 2009, nothing since.
Not clearly “the curse of the I'm Back post,” but
we shall see...

It’s like talking to the wall
Mark Lindner on July 13, 2009 at habitually prob-
ing generalist.

Seems I don’t have much to say anymore. We've all
read of the death of blogging. The move to Friend-
feed and Twitter. XYZ.

None of those are entirely true. I have plenty to say
and a fair bit to talk about...But there are other
things that I have chosen to give my time to.

Summary: Big work projects—and a renewed posi-
tion. Big life changes. Personal honors.

There are going to be a few changes around here
soon. Does that mean I may finally start posting
again? I can't really say...

...I like having this space in case I do want to share
and get around to doing so. It’s nice to know it is
here waiting on me.

Perhaps I should note that the July 13 post was on
Off the Mark; Lindner changed the name (again) a
bit later, and explained why. (He swapped tagline
and name.) The blog’s still not enormously active,
but Lindner does have things to say; he’ll return.

library (mon)day in the life.

This July 27, 2009 post by char booth at info-
mational is a “day in the life” post but includes
booth’s thoughts about a decline in posting:

After reading Meridith Farkas’ excellent post (see
above) on the the blogging/tweeting thoughtful-
ness v. frequency relationship, I was motivated to
reflect for a bit on my own recent blog/microblog
habits. I have begun to engage more regularly with
Twitter (@charbooth) and find that it leads
people to my blog posts via alternate routes, and I
definitely ascribe to the notion that the relative
ease/timeliness of microblogging reduces the
amount of insubstantial blog posting I do by tak-
ing care of the quick/dirty job of sharing insta-
thoughts/quips/finds. 1 appreciate the format-
based separation it seems to be creating between
lengthier and shorter reflection in professional
discourse, and I also find that (particularly in the
case of trending) Twitter generates a short/long-
form feedback loop that is strangely satisfying to
follow. Last but not least, Twitter finally achieves
what I always wanted my various feed readers, etc.
to, of floating interesting items I do and don't al-
ready follow to the top of the library blog morass

in real time. While I might blog only slightly less
because of tweeting, I'm absolutely following the
conversation more. For me, all of the above are
examples of the “balance” Meridith hopes will de-
velop between these media.

The real reason I post to info-mational less often
these days because a) I'm writing so ferociously on
other projects, and b) it’s that summer zombie (as
in half-dead) zone in academic libraries where so
much and so little always seems to be happening
at the same time...

No further comment needed.

Twittermonster

So is Twitter the great blog killer? For some
people, probably—such as Tara Murray, who post-
ed this on July 29, 2009 at DIY Librarian:

Six months ago, I tentatively signed up for a Twit-
ter account and started posting a few things. I fig-
ured I'd use it occasionally during conferences but
that would be it.

Well. This blog has been silent for nearly two
months, and I think Twitter is at least partly to
blame. I keeping posting to Twitter about things
I'd like to write blog posts about later...and then I
just never seem to get to the blog posts. I'm also
not reading as many other blogs-but I am reading
a lot of librarians’ posts on Facebook and Twitter.
Rather than get all apologetic, I decided to add a
Twitter widget to my blog sidebar. I do intend to
continue writing somewhat longer commentary on
this blog, but the reality is that most of my current
chatter is on Twitter-so please do follow me there.

That post would almost fit on Facebook, but not
quite. (Personally, I hate Twitter widgets because I
dislike any moving elements on a text page—but
aggregators remove that aggravation.) Murray’s
still blogging now and then—and none of the
posts are chatter.

A return to blogging?

From 75 in 2007 to 25 in 2008 to o in 2009: Those
are the March-May post figures for Jennifer Ma-
caulay’s Life as I know it. This August 1, 2009 post
explains why (omitting some detail):

Over the past year, blogging has been a nonexis-
tent priority in my life. The major reason for this
is that school wiped me out-sapped me of almost
everything that I had to give. Working as a sys-
tems librarian full-time and attending library
school meant that almost every waking thought
that I had was about libraries... Once I finished
my schooling and realized that I needed some
space, | started looking for ways to take more time
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for me. Given the amount of time and effort that
blogging takes, I decided to let it go. And you
know, it did help.
Oddly enough, I have missed blogging—quite a bit.
I can’t say that I am surprised by this fact. This
was always a place where I worked through my
own thoughts about library-related issues. When
blogging, I found that I paid more attention to
things that were happening in the library world. I
thought about them more consciously-and I ad-
mit that I cared about them more. Since allowing
myself to take a break, I have noticed that I pay
less attention to things that are happening in the
wider library sphere. I am much more narrowly
focused in scope. This isn’t bad. It was probably a
good thing. I think that I needed to narrow my fo-
cus in order to make it through the past year...
I believe that things have leveled out a bit (or I
have just become used to how things now are). I'm
starting to care more about what is going on in the
greater library world. So will I return to blogging?
I hope so. I have been thinking about it for the
past six months...

Macaulay didn’t promise to return—and apparent-

ly needed a few more months (as of November 4,

20009, this is the most recent post).

brief break from blogging because

Chrystie Hill’s Libraries build communities blog is

primarily an adjunct to her book—but even topical

blogs and bloggers sometimes need breaks, as this

August 4, 2009 post notes:
I'm on a brief break from blogging because I just
had a wedding and have yet to find my way back
to normal life where one reads, writes, blogs, and
generally keeps up with colleagues in library land.
It has even been hard keeping up with my day job,
but oh so glorious to be spending big chunks of
energy on the personal (and not the work). My
mom tells me that you get to be a bride for a year
(really? how weird!), but I don’t suppose T'll be
gone that long...I agree with Meredith that when
we're not here, I miss us.

I'm going to spend the next few weeks dusting off
and clearing out my reader in preparation for
some kind of comeback...
She’s back, sort of, primarily posting reviews of the
new book. Doesn'’t getting married earn you a few
months’ devotion to something more important
than blogging? I'd certainly think so.

the interior
This one’s particularly interesting because it’s on a
supplemental blog, explodedlibrary bunker, which

youd expect to go quiet for months at a time (as it
does). Morgan Wilson muses about flying across
Australia over the outback, which is much emptier
than America’s interior.

I want to make it clear, that the interior of Aus-
tralia seemed emptier is not a bad thing. Actually,
seeing all that emptiness was a profound expe-
rience. I wouldn’t want it to be any different.

It’s been almost 3 months since I met L and my
life changed. Sad to say, my blogging and writing
has been one of the things which has suffered dur-
ing this time. But I will not blame that on L, there
have been other reasons for this. But in general I
only have time for so many big things in my life,
it'’s basically a trinity. Before I didn’'t have a rela-
tionship, so my life basically consisted of work,
recreation and blogging. Now things are closer to
this: work, relationship, recreation.

It will be interesting during this month when L is
away travelling in the USA and Europe. It is an
opportunity to reset things, get back into the ha-
bit of blogging, so that when she returns, I'll con-
tinue blogging—which will probably mean less
gaming, which is ok.

I should ask myself why this happened. Blogging is
more work than reading or playing computer
games, but it’s not as draining as work, and I do feel
good about it afterwards. I should remember this.
Then there have been other disruptive things, such
as moving house and different role at work, which
have made it difficult for me to blog lately.

One of the characteristics of my blogging is that is
that it is prone to prolonged droughts. That said,
every so often the conditions are right and I do
blog more actively. I am reminded of the dry ri-
verbeds I saw on my flight over central Australia.
Most of the time they look quite dead, but when
there’s rain, they are full of life.
That last paragraph says a lot about the ongoing
health of liblogs, in a time of apparent decline.
Some people—most of those who've maintained
liblogs for any length of time—do have things to
say that make sense to say in blog form, and while
the rivers can run dry, they do come back to life.
(For the record: There have been a lot of posts
since then on this auxiliary blog, nearly two dozen,
most of them conference reports. The main blog’s
still on the quiet side.)

Auf Wiedersehen, Adieu!
Eva, the “bigeneration librarian,” posted this on
October 15, 2008:

So here's the scuttlebutt:
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I love this blog and writing it has been an amazing
experience! But as my lack of posting in the last
month and a half points out, my current pursuit
of other projects leaves me little time to focus on
this blog. So I have decided to give it a rest for a
while. I can't say whether I will come back to it at
some time in the future, but I will not rule it out:)
So it's pip-pip-cheerio for now, and thank you all
for reading!
When life and work get in the way, you can take an
unannounced pause—or you can let people know
that you may never be back.

Time for a change...The Brewin’ Librarian’s

blog is officially closing up shop.

That’'s Matt Hamiton on October 3, 2009 at The

brewin’ librarian, and the title almost says it all.
I've been thinking about this for a while, and I've
decided it’s time to officially close up shop on this
particular blog. I've had some personal challenges
in my life for the last 6 months that have kept me
busy when not working and I've neglected to con-
tinue to post. More importantly, I feel that 'm in a
much different place in my career and in the li-
brary world now than when I started this blog and
it’s time to acknowledge that shift. I feel like it’s
almost not fair to those who've subscribed and/or
linked to this blog to pretend as if this is a viable
project for me still.

However, instead of no longer writing I do in fact
plan to begin writing more very soon. So look for a
new project to be revealed in the coming weeks
that reflects a new perspective and purpose. It
may be a team blog, it may take a different form
altogether...

There was an earlier post that discussed life

changes that had interfered with blogging; this

post put a formal end to this blog.

Posts moved

Wireless libraries, a topical blog on WLANs, may
have outlived its usefulness, and on February u,
2009, Bill Drew moved all the posts over to his
primary blog (BabyBoomer librarian) and left a
placeholder to prevent the blogspot name from
being used by someone else.

Virtual libraries interact update
The final post at virtual libraries interact appeared
December 30, 2008.

Long time readers of our blog will remember that

we started the Virtual Libraries Interact blog back
in late 2006 as a sister site to our blog.

Unfortunately due to a number of reasons the Vir-
tual Libraries Interact blog has been languishing
for a while and no new posts have been added.

It with some regret, and a tinge of sadness, that we
have decided to merge the Virtual Libraries Interact
blog into the main blog. Do not worry, all of the
content has been imported into the Libraries Inte-
ract blog.

Soaked up and squeezed out

Mark Rabnett went missing for a year at Shelved in
the W’s—and the returning post, on June 1, 2009,
noted his reasons (family illness, new job), noted
his return to writing—and decided it was time to
change blogs. The shift was apparently just the
tonic needed, as the new blog (Gossypiboma) has
seen a bunch of substantive, essay-length posts.

I am still alive! (Final blog post)
Jill Stover signed off on October 22, 2008 with this
post at Library marketing — Thinking outside the
book. She'd been missing since February 2008—
new job, wedding, more—and eventually came to a
realization:
While on my little 'break,’ I realized that I couldn't
devote the kind of time I need to make this blog
good while also giving my best effort to my home
and work lives. In the quest for work-life balance,
this blog and some related projects had to give. Ul-
timately, I think this blog served the purpose I had
in mind for it. I was able to share some of the
things I learned about marketing so that it might
help others make their libraries a bit better. The
content that is here is still useful, I think...

Permanent hiatus

Short and to the point (you're not required to tell
people why you're shutting down), from Teri Vogel
on SD Librarian—the first post since December 31,
2007 and the last post (June 12, 2008):

This blog is no longer being updated. Feel free to
unsubscribe from the RSS feed.

reinvention
“I'm back!” posts can be iffy things. digital brarian,
formerly ‘Brary web diva, went quiet from Septem-
ber 6, 2008 to January 6, 2009 and again from then
until this post appeared on July 8, 2009:
Hello subscribers,
I know it's been a while since I last posted any-
thing significant, but my time and energy was fo-
cused on my MLIS.
You may have noticed the name of this blog has
changed. (formerly 'Brary Web Diva)
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I left the URLs and feeds unchanged so as not to
break a lot of other weblinks about the various
posts.
I plan to do some conference blogging while at
ALA, wifi permitting.
Of course, it’s only been four months...this may be
another pause, not an ending.

del.icio.us and general update

Most of this August 9, 2008 post at omg tuna is

kewl is about delicious and libraries—but it leads

off with this fateful paragraph:
[For those of you who have been waiting with
bated breath for my next post, as an FYI, I turned
all Luddite and canceled my home internet access.
That means I only have my phone for home web
access, meaning [ won't be typing lengthy posts
very much anymore. Since I've been feeling like I
have very little to say anyway—writing burnout, I
think—I dare say you aren't missing much.]

When It’s Over, It’s Over

Sometimes blogs end because the end was planned
from the beginning. So, for example, 101 tips for
school librarians (1o1tips.wordpress.com) posted #101
on April 18, 2008. The project was done, and the
blog has remained as a resource.

Alternatively, the venue may change. Beth Gal-
laway’s May 18, 2008 post at Game on: Gaming in li-
braries announced that she'd been invited to blog for
ALA, and apparently the other contributors to this
group blog chose not to carry on. (The ALA blog has
since gone dark; at least at the URL provided.)

LibraryChange was an adjunct to Library 2.0: A
guide to participatory library services—and the
supplemental information apparently wasn’t
needed after April 2007.

In the case of Library 2.0: an academic’s pers-
pective, the blogger (Laura B. Cohen) retired and
so did the blog. It began as an experiment; it
ended (but remains available as content).

“jess” at Library Talk posted “So..” on November
2, 2007, noting that the blog—planned as “a com-
munity place for ‘library talk”—never came together
as hoped. Given this person’s eight other blogs, this
one went quiet, presumably permanently.

Library Zen by Garrett Hungerford was always
primarily an adjunct to his LISZEN searchable re-
pository of library-related blogs. The October 26,
2007 post announced a new LISZEN design, and
nothing more has apparently been needed since.

Second Life Research Journal concluded on Ju-
ly 5, 2008 with “Talking, looking, flying, search-
ing” when Margaret Ostrander—who began the
blog as part of a library grad school research
project—noted the conclusion of the project.

Some Disappear

There’s no reason a blogger must tell you they’re
shutting down temporarily or permanently; in fact,
I've tended to prefer not announcing lapses (unless
there’s a specific reason to). So, for example:

» The most recent post at booktruck.org ap-
peared January 17, 2008 and offered a brief
note and pointer on an article of interest.

» washtublibrarian’s last post, on March o,
2008, discussed the blogger’s new volunteer
work as part of the Project Gutenberg “Dis-
tributed Proofreaders” team.

» Christie Brandau recognized that she wasn't
blogging much. The final post (to date) on
Travels with the state librarian—and the on-
ly post after January 22, 2008—appeared
December 16, 2008 with the title “The yearly
post ;)" and this text: “I apologize for my
posting gaps to any who follow this blog!”

» After a final conference report in June 2007,
Texadata’s complete set of 2008 posts (all
the first full week of March 2008) consisted
of...four recipes.

» Slow library was a group blog with an inter-
esting premise—but after what appeared to
be a solid start in November 2006, it simply
stopped with a September 18, 2007 post, a
review of my book Balanced Libraries.

» Christopher Kupec's weblog shows a brief
item on “Overdrive for Mac,” dated Decem-
ber 26, 2008, as its most recent post.

> Josh Boyer discussed “revealing libraries”—
live streams of library research transactions,
if you could deal with privacy issues—in a
December 17, 2008 post at The horseless li-
brary: The first post since August 2008, the
last one as of November 5, 2009.

» The February 28, 2008 post on Data ob-
sessed discussed a Slate piece on public li-
braries. Nothing since.

» September 26, 2007, InfoPill: A post on
“push and pull.” 25 months and counting...

Conclusion?

Blogs conclude, sometimes quietly, sometimes for
stated reasons, sometimes because there’s no
longer the specific need.
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For most people who've started liblogs, kept
them going for at least six months to a year, and
found enough readers and links to attain a mod-
erate Google Page Rank, however, the final word is
the title of this book: But Still They Blog.

[Omitted: 82 blog profiles]

For the Rest of the Story

Want the blog profiles and graphs in larger, more
readable form? Buy the book: But Still They Blog:
The Liblog Landscape 2007-2009. You'll find it at
http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/but-
still-they-blog/6145754 (or  browse through
http://stores.lulu.com/waltcrawford). You can
purchase it as a 323-page 6x9 paperback or as a
PDF download.

Also omitted in this version: Percentage col-
umns in many tables and post-count columns in
other tables—always to make the tables fit in the
narrower C&l column. A few words have been
omitted here and there, and a whole section of one
chapter (which originally appeared in C&I June
2009) was removed.

Unfortunately, I had to reduce the type size for
two complex tables to a size that may be difficult
to read. I couldn’t see any other way to handle
these tables; the originals, in the book, are far
more readable.

Because this issue has only one essay and be-
cause that essay includes graphs and a huge num-
ber of tables, I am not making an HTML version
available. HTML versions of (most) essays will re-
turn in the next issue.

Why Now? Why Here?

There are three reasons why I'm publishing about
half of the book (the half that isn’t blog profiles) in

Cites & Insights:

> The book hasn’t sold well and the trickle of
sales seems to have stopped entirely. As of
August 16, 2010, there have been no sales
since June and fewer than 20 sales altogeth-
er. This is the most comprehensive analysis
I've done, and I think it deserves to be seen
by a few thousand people, not 20. I'm hop-
ing that publication here will reach a much
wider audience.

» At this writing, 'm working on two projects.
One is a book that will not be on Lulu—it

will be published by ALA Editions. (It’s a
reasonably brief Special Report, currently
entitled Open Access: What You Need to
Know Now. Look for it in 201.) That’s get-
ting the bulk of my energy. The other, I
mention below. I've been taking a break
from C&I essay writing while waiting to see
whether sponsorship comes through and
whether there’s much evidence of continu-
ing interest in the ejournal. This issue gives
me another month or two to determine
where things go from here. (The November
2010 issue will complete a decade, since the
first C&I appeared in December 2000. There
will definitely be a November 2010 issue.)

» The second project continues the “liblog
landscape” series with a difference: 'm look-
ing to cover as much of the English-
language liblog landscape as I can discover,
but without individual profiles. It's a quest
that makes no financial sense (unless some-
thing happens), but one that’s proving to be
interesting. That project is taking whatever
time and energy isn't going to the ALA Edi-
tions book or to other aspects of being
[semi-]retired. Right now, it includes 1,137
blogs, and I'm nearly certain it will get big-
ger...

I'll probably reduce the prices on But Still They

Blog and possibly The Liblog Landscape in a final

effort to get more copies into the hands of readers.

Incidentally, the PDF version should work beauti-

fully on a Kindle DX or an iPad, given the 6x9 page

size—it should come out “full size.” If I do reduce
the prices, the price reduction will be announced
in Walt at Random.

What Follows

Because all but the last few paragraphs (“For the
rest of the story” on) comes directly from the
Word document for But Still They Blog: The Liblog
Landscape 2007-2009, and because I used Word’s
indexing tools to produce the index for that book
(in most cases using the “index all” feature), it was
trivial to produce an index of blog names and
people names in this issue.

A quick query in FriendFeed’s LSW room
showed a general sense that including this index
would be a Good Thing. So here it is, starting on
the next page.
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